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Thanks to everyone for your photos 
& stories. Please keep them coming! 
They will be used in a future issue.

Until next issue, see you 
on the road...

Bring back the dog days of Summer
   About this time every winter people on the North American continent 
start dreaming back to the “warm” days of summer. These bone-chill-
ing temps of winter seem to erase the “hot” days, the pain of sweat 
stinging our eyes, and the muscle fatigue that strikes after spending 
hours in high heat working on our beloved Triumphs. In the summer 
we can work on our cars in the shade of our favorite tree, or under the 
roof of the garage. While it may be hot, Mother Nature or electric fans 
give us some relief in a comforting breeze while we perform our labor 
of love to prepare our cars for summer drives.
   Most of us try to put off major repairs or improvements until late fall 
or winter when we normally keep our cars off the road. So winter has 
descended on us, our cars sit patiently waiting, and now those proj-
ects that were put off in the summer can get done. I enjoy driving my 
Triumphs more than I do working on them, but realize that the cars 
need some TLC on a regular basis if I expect them to perform the way 
I want.
   Our cars can be compared to our pets, especially our companion 
dogs. You get out of them what you put into them. If you neglect them and leave outside, they are not 
very dependable. You have to spend quality time with them working out problems and in return they re-
ward us with good performance. Ginny & I took our newly adopted dog Buster with us to the Saint Louis 
Spit-Together. Given the space limits, we drove our Triumph Support Vehicle and left the Spitfire behind. 
   Buster did well meeting all of these cars nuts at the park. Buster even resisted lunging at other dogs 
and showed good manners. He enjoyed walking around the park and visiting with other Triumph own-

ers. It was interesting to find out that about 90% of 
the Triumph owners were also dog owners and/or dog 
lovers. We met several other dogs and heard stories 
about dogs from young and old show attendees alike. 
Bob Brasses of Missouri also brought one of his well 
trained border collies that rode to the show in a Spit-
fire. Bob & his collie looked quite comfortable as they 
left the park at the end of the show. You could tell that 
Bob spent a fair amount of time training his collie, and 
an equal amount of time keeping his Spitfire in good 
running order. Another example of quality time put in, 
quality time given back.
   Has your Triumph received some quality time lately?

FROM THE EDITOR

howard@triumphspitfire.com

Ginny, Buster & me at the "Strut Your Mutt" dog 
show where Buster won first place for Best Kisser!

This is Buster, our new home 
companion, rescued from 

a local shelter.
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 ON THE COVER 
The cover features Dan Rackliffe’s 

1973 Triumph Spitfire 1500. 
Dan hails from Westport, Connecticut. 

Read more starting on page 24.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Spitfire & GT6 Magazine...

SPOILER
Dear Editor,
  “In one of the earlier 
editions I found an 
article on a guy add-
ing a German style 
front spoiler to his 1500 
- but I cannot find it! Can 
anyone help me? I tend to 
have a great deal of front lift from 
around 190 kmh and knowing I 
can reach 240 kmh with my new 
engine I would like to make sure 
the car stays on the road...”
 
Lars Moe Westgård via Facebook
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  We now have over   560 
followers on Facebook. Let's keep 
it growing. We continue to receive 
"Write the Caption" responses along 
with Readers Rides photos from 
there as well.
     If you use Facebook or Twit-
ter, you might want to join us. You 
can find us by visiting the maga-
zine's main webpage  and look for 
the F or T logos.
Howard~

 

FOREVER

USPS

Lars,
Issue #6 on page 55. The text 
says “I installed Part # 725670 
front valance corner extension on 
the lower corners of the valance 
(offered only on German Spitfires). 
It is about 2 1/2” wide and gives 
a little more down force on the 
front.” Hope this helps.
John~

SUBSCRIPTION
Dear Editor,
  How do I find out if my sub-
scription is still active? If not, I 
will renew. Thank you... 
Shawn Frank via Facebook

Shawn, 
Send an email to 
staff@triumphspitfire.com and ask if 
you need to renew. Or call 1-865-690-
4941. They can tell you when you are 
up again for renewal.
Howard~

DECALS
Dear Editor,
  50th Anniversary static-cling 
Decals are now available for 
immediate sale. They are $5.00 
each (shipping included) Volume 
discounts are available for clubs. 
For ordering instructions contact 
Joe Curry at spitlist@cox.net 
Joe Curry via Facebook

Joe,
Nice job on the design of the de-
cal. I hope we see one of these on 
every Spitfire during the 2012 driv-
ing season. It is time to celebrate!
Howard~

WEB LINKS
Dear Editor,
  Great website. I’m 2 months into 
restoring a 79’ Spitfire that I’ve had 
for 10 years. The body was in the 
expected condition (rust everywhere) 
and the mechanical looks ok.  I have 
used information from your website 
that has helped a lot. I’m repairing the 
frame and drivetrain on my car before 
I will continue with the body work. 
The differential has a little bit of slop 
and some leaking so I wanted to see 
what’s going on there. 
   One thing I noticed on your web-
site while looking for a resource of 
info about rebuilding the differential. 
There are a few links to websites that 
no longer are available. I was just 
wondering if you had any updates on 
the ones that relate to Spitfire differ-
entials or a source of tips for rebuild-
ing one.
   Thanks very much. Keep up the 
good work.
Best Regards, 
Daryl Voorhees
Kingsville, Maryland

Daryl, 
I think most of those dead links oc-
curred when Yahoo shutdown Geoci-
ties. Unless the former site owners 
send us new links, there isn’t much we 
can do. Possibly another reader can 
share their knowledge and experience 
on a differential rebuild.
Howard~

SPITFIRE 
   DATABASE
Dear Editor,
  Recently the Inter-
national Spitfire Da-

tabase changed web addresses.  
Please share the new link with 
your readers.  www.spitlist.info
Thanks, Joe Curry

Joe,
Thanks for the reminder. Maybe 
issue #41 would be a good time 
to update readers on exactly 
what your project is all about. 
You can read about it in back 
issue #16, page 20, but some 
things have been updated.
Howard~

WINDSCREEN TRIM SOURCE
Dear Editor,
  Just wondering if anyone has 
a source for windshield trim. I’m 
restoring a 79 Spitfire and hav-
ing the body sandblasted. But 
the problem is that I can’t find a 
windshield trim replacement.   
  Thanks and Happy Holidays, 
Daryl Voorhees, Maryland

Daryl,
  I bought the trim several years 
back while visiting the Roadster 
Factory in PA. I believe you can 
find it at most of the vendors that 
can be found throughout the 
Spitfire/GT6 magazine.
Howard~
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This section is designed to inform readers of news, announcements and new products involved in our hobby. 
Send announcements to: P.O. Box 30806, Knoxville, TN 37930 or info@triumphspitfire.com

Resch Plimpton has 
gotten himself in a big 
mess. In his haste to 
land a job he is framed 
for the theft of a famous 
guitar.
Ride along with Resche 
as he travels to Los 
Angeles and meets with 
the latest big-time 
touring band, Dragon 
Bone. Find out how he 
uncovers the truth and 
clears his good name.

Hazen Wardle is at it again. He has written the second novel in his series, The Triumph 
Detective. Volume Two takes Resche to Los Angeles, and lands him as a suspect in the 
disappearance of a famous guitar. DId he take it? Did he see Elvis take the guitar? You'll 
have to get your copy and find out. As of the end of November Hazen was reviewing a 
print proof copy and was preparing the text for the Kindle, Nook & other e-readers. 
Look for it at Amazon.com, Lulu.com, and your other online sources in January 2012. %

The Triumph Detective

Resche Plimpton: 
Guitar Thief   



Got something Weird, Wacky or Wonderful?
Send it to info@triumphspitfire.com or P.O. Box 30806,  Knoxville, TN 37930
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Sweet Tires
Tires Made From Sugar - Sweet Stuff!

   Motorists were recently given some sweet news. The world’s first “green” tires may be 
hitting the road within the next few years and they’ll likely be made from sugar.
   Strained supplies and high prices for natural and synthetic rubber have caused tire 
companies to look for more renewable and sustainable sources for raw materials. Tra-
ditionally, petroleum has been used to make almost 1 billion tires annually worldwide, 
with a single tire taking nearly 7 gallons of oil to manufacture.
   To offset this scarcity, two leading tire makers -- Goodyear and Michelin -- along 
with synthetic rubber manufacturer Lanxess have partnered with industrial biotech-
nology companies to start producing bio-based rubber from sugar.
   According to C&EN senior business editor Melody Bomgardner, microbial fermenta-
tion is the key to making three renewable rubber intermediates: isoprene, isobutene 
and butadiene. These compounds, she explained, “cover a wide swath of ground for 
the rubber making industry.”
Goodyear has already made prototype tires with the bio-based isoprene, confirming 
that it meets their specifications for rubber used in tire manufacturing.

   However, Bomgardner says these tires probably won’t make their debut for another 3 
to 5 years.                                                                                              Source: Goodyear

   Peter Treadway has got a pair of motorized shoes called spnKiX that he hopes to roll out in March 2012. Over the last 
five years, these electric roller skates have undergone thirty prototypes and now it looks like they’re gliding closer to pro-
duction. Each “shoe” consists of a frame made out of reinforced nylon that lazy tech-savvy walkers riders strap on. Each 
shoe contains a wheel motor and a battery pack. A wireless handheld remote control adjusts the speed. Want to go out 
for a night time stroll? No problem. SpnKiX have a reflector on the back of each shoe. If you’re planning to use them as 
transportation, don’t sell your car or bike just yet. The rechargeable lithium battery is good for 2 to 3 miles and it takes 2 to 
3 hours to recharge. The maker recommends riders should weigh no more than 180 pounds. 
   If you have extra cash laying around after your Christmas shopping, then you might want to consider placing a $375 
pre-order, because once spnKix go retail, their price will be $649. The first 100 units are slated to be shipped out by 
March 12, 2012.

Motorized Footwear

We first released to you in issue #32 the press release about the E-spec tires. They claimed being 
the first eco-focused tire. They were, however, made from only 80% renewable bio-sourced materi-
als. The Sugar tires above claim to be from 100% bio-based isoprene.
  From Yokohama:
Yokohama’s dB Super E-spec, the world’s first orange oil-infused passenger tire, is offered 
for sale starting July 1, 2009. The eco-friendly tire is 80 percent petroleum free and 
helps save gas. “The eco-focused dB Super E-spec mixes sustainable orange oil and 
natural rubber to drastically cut the use of petroleum, without compromising perfor-
mance.

Remember Orange Juice Tires?



Last issue and on TriumphSpitfire.com, we asked readers to send us suggestions 
for a caption for the photo to the left. Listed below are some of the responses.  

Send your caption suggestions 
to  info@triumphspitfire.com 

or  P.O. Box 30806, 
Knoxville, TN 37930-0806

LITTLE BITS OF SPITS

M A G A Z I N Ea r e  a v a i l a b l e

www.MagazineMuseum.com

back issues

#1 #7 #8 #11

the captions

All Issues Available on CD or as downloads online.
Find details on our website or call 800-487-3333

#12 #13 #14 #15 #18 #19 #20 #22 #24 

This photo was sent in by Mitch Johnson of Utah. 
Taken at Pepperbelly’s Car Show in Kaysville, Utah 

September 7, 2011

The King of Spitfires
The King of the road.
The King and the Real Thing!
And the King entered in his Triumph.
This is how I leave the building.
Elvis has left the building, in a Spitfire.
Who needs a Pink Caddy when you got a Spit!!
Elvis joined the military thinking he could “fly around in a 

Spitfire”. Boy was he surprised!
Most famous people use golf carts but Elvis used a Spit to tour 

the grounds of Graceland.
After joining the military, Elvis was spotted recently in their new 

secret weapon: The Bomb
Both were “wired bad”
Who said I was dead I just moved
This is NOT a FIAT!! We need a YOUNG Elvis!!!
What do you mean it’s not a caddy oh mama i need a pork 

chop.
Elvis quickly sold his Spitfire when he realized his cape would 

get dirty dragging the ground.
Early Elvis was able to fit into his favorite car (Spitfire). Later 

Elvis had to acquire a Caddy.
Little known fact: Elvis’ hip action is a result of years of driving 

a Spitfire with a bad rear spring
Some say Elvis’s signature move was due to his underwear in 

his crack after squeezing to his Spitfire.
I heard Elvis died on the crapper... not in it!
A hunka, hunka burnin’ wiring
Now we know where the inspiration for “Hunka Hunka Burning 

Love” came from...
Hunka Hunka Burning Love
Lordy Lordy I feel my temperature rising!
Elvis doesn’t look too worried after hitting a “Hound Dog” with 

his Spitfire
When it comes to Spitfires, “Now and then, there’s a fool such 

as I.”

And FINALLY...
No room to rumba in a Spitfire

Next issue...

#25 #26 

You write the 

caption

This photo was sent in by Jeremy Sturgeon of Zeeland, Michigan.

#27 #28 #29 #30 #31 #32 #33 #34 #35 #36

each

only 
$495

#37 #38 #39
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Spitfire Gathering Place
   Located in Seattle, Spitfire is available for private parties in our back-
room, for partial occupancy of the restaurant for an entire evening, or 
for the entire restaurant for an entire evening. If you would like further 
information, or are interested in hosting a private event at Spitfire, please 
contact our event planners at events@spitfireseattle.com.
   Spitfire hosts many different kinds of events including
• Birthday Parties                       • Corporate meetings
• Sporting events            • Political parties
• Private Dinner                  • Business meeting
• Mixers                                 • Live music events
• DJ and Dance Parties
   Our space is very flexible, making 

it able to accomodate just about any type of event you create. We can accomo-
date several events at the same time.
   We have an extensive catering facility and staff. We can make just about any 
style food you desire.
   To make reservations or schedule a facility viewing,
- Call Amy at (206) 441-7966 or Email us at info@spitfireseattle.com    
On the web: www.spitfireseattle.com

Spitfire Ale
   Shepherd Neame is Britain’s oldest brewer, 
founded in 1698. You can review their heritage 
at www.shepherdneame.co.uk/heritage.aspx    
   Spitfire Ale is one of Shepherd Neame's best 
and most famous brands of beer. Their website 
has always featured some funny and contraver-
sial ads. They have a online section of actual 
Spitfire Ale ads by visiting the website at
www.spitfireale.co.uk/spitfire-adverts. 
Now you can create your own Spitfire Ale bum-
per sticker ad online. Just visit: 
www.spitfireale.co.uk/fun-stuff/your-ad-gallery

Spitfire Society
   The Spitfire Society was founded in March, 
1984 by former Spitfire pilot Group Captain Da-
vid Green RAF (Ret’d). Its original purpose was 
to link people throughout the world whose lives had in some way been concerned with the 
legendary World War 2 fighter. Since achieving the status of a nationally Registered Charity 
(No. 299033) the Society has widened its horizons. It now supports the interest of the many 
aviation enthusiasts of both sexes and all ages who wish to support its aims.
   The Society’s associated organisation, Spitfire Enterprises Ltd., exists to offer for sale by 
mail order or directly at events a range of attractive sales items.
   The Society has been recently reorganised, and there is now a management committee 
with a series of volunteers with roles defined by their responsibility within the Society. The 
Spitfire Society and Spitfire Enterprises Ltd. are both run on an entirely voluntary basis.
   Membership is open to any person of any nationality. He/she may have had personal 
experience as a pilot, designer, constructor, researcher, historian or restorer, but the primary 
requirement is a wish to join us and support the aims of the Society.
   The current subscription is £15. There is now also a Junior Membership, at a reduced 
subscription rate of £7.50, open to all persons under the age of 21, or in full time education 
beyond that age. Family membership is also available at an annual subscription of £25.00.
On the web:  www.spitfiresociety.com

The Society’s journal “SPITFIRE”
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LITTLE BITS OF SPITS

   Thousands of people entered a Utah Maverik gas station’s “Joe 
Schmo to Lambo” contest this fall. David Dopp happened to beat 
out the other nine finalists at the halftime show of a BYU football 
game at Lavelle Edwards Stadium in November.
   Dopp wasn’t able to take delivery until he had acquired insur-
ance for the six-figure exotic. After a ceremony in mid-December 
at a Maverik gas station in Dopp’s hometown of Santaquin, Utah, 
he was finally handed the keys to the sports car by a nonprofit 
organization.
   “I couldn’t believe I won it,” David Dopp told reporters from 
KSL, a local Utah television news station.
   “It was kind of weird seeing a more expensive car than a 
house sitting in the same spot,” Dopp said. “Usually, you see 
these sitting outside of mansions, not outside a little house 
here in Santaquin.”
   Shortly after taking possession of the Murcielago, Dopp did what any auto enthusiast would do: show the car off to family 
and friends. However, six hours after he started driving the bright green Lambo, Dopp ended up off the road and in a field.
   “Yeah, I got it on Saturday and I wrecked it on Saturday,” Dopp stated.
   “We were coming up a hill, going around a corner; and as soon as we came up the hill, we either hit some black ice or 

loose gravel or something, and all of a sudden we just started spin-
ning,” Dopp said. “We ended up in a field, and I back-ended a couple 
of fence posts.”
   “My heart pretty much fell out,” Annette Dopp, David’s wife, told re-
porters, after David’s passenger called her. “They said they were OK, 
then came, you know, that feeling when your heart drops and you’re 
like, ‘Oh, my gosh. What do we do now?’”
   After the crash, the Lamborghini wasn’t drivable, so a tow company 
was called to rescue it from the field. One tire was punctured in the 
crash and the body received damage to the rear, front and passenger 
side. The car will be taken to a Las Vegas body shop to assess the 
damage – and give Dopp’s insurance company a quote.
   “That’s what insurance is for,” Dopp said. “It’s going to be all nice 
and pretty here in a couple of months, I’m sure.”
   Dopp also won $5000 worth of driving lessons from Miller Motors-
ports Park – maybe he should have enrolled before showing off the 
640 horsepower Lambo.                                                  Source:KSL

Good Luck/Bad Luck

#35
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▲1970 GT6 Mk2, (54 - Saffron Yellow)  
Owned by Carola Schtt, Germany 

READERS RIDES

▲1968 Triumph GT6 Mk1, French Blue
Owned by André Rousseau, Ottawa, Ontario. 

Out on a snowy day in Canada

1972 GT6 Mk3▲►
Owned by Scott Dalton, 

Hinsdale, New Hampshire
This is my daughter 

   To have your car featured in the next issue and on     
            the TriumphSpitfire.com website, e-mail us at 

info@triumphspitfire.com
or mail to:

P.O. Box 30806, Knoxville, TN 37930 USA

working on her 
72, She has a 

few years before 
she can get her 

license, but I 
think we will have 

it done by then.
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READERS RIDES

▲1969 Spitfire MK3                                                              1979 Spitfire 1500▲
Owned by Joel Brecount                                                    Owned by Andy Stark

St. Louis, Missouri                                                             O‘Fallon, Missouri

1964 Spitfire Mk1▲
Owned by Aaron Gray, Wathena, Kansas

▲1969 Spitfire Mk3
Owned by Steve Fort, Santa Barbara, California

▼1976 Spitfire 1500, (Pimento Red)
Owned by Michele & Teresa Gaeta, Naples, Italy 

◄1972 Spitfire Mk4, Owned by Mark & Liz Jacobsen, Texas 
This is my wife Liz with our ‘72 Spitfire in front of Sunrise Records in Beaumont, 
TX., during the Cool Autumn Nites cruise Oct. 22. This Spitfire has the original 
paint and there seems to be little wear on the car. Items I’ve replaced like the 
water pump, starter and shocks appeared to be the originals. The car still has 
Lucas headlamps. I rebuilt the brakes and replaced the radiator and gas tank. 
The distributor needed a new brass bushing pressed in and has Pertronix igni-
tion. Next I may try dual SU carbs. 
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READERS RIDES

▼1979 Spitfire 4x4, Brooklands Green, Owned by Kim David, Pleasant Hill, California. It has a Chevy 3.1 fuel injected V-6, Chevy 4 speed automatic trans, 
4 wheel drive, high and low geared transfer case, Jeep front differential and Ford rear end. It has a 20 gallon fuel tank for serious long range on the trail. The propeller 
functions by turning due to aerodynamic flow only. There is a winch of 8000 lb capacity in the front. The Spit has Geo Metro power brakes, Suzuki power steering, engine 
driven air compressor, onboard welding machine, and spare drinking water tank. This Spit was headed to the scrap heap when the previous owner rescued it and began 

building the car. I finished the project. It currently sits in storage after a particu-
larly destructive weekend ride bollixed 2nd gear. I desire to return it to service 
soon after several other projects delayed the repairs.  Check out my video:
                  www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSPL5qxcq90

▲1970 Spitfire Mk4, Owned by Eric Williams, Northern Ireland▲
       ▼Restored from a scrapped car a few years ago. ▼
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READERS RIDES

▲1974 Spitfire 1500, Owned by Pat Carter, Arlington, Virginia
Won 1st place in class at the Original British Car Day in Maryland 6/2011.

To have your car featured in the next issue and on     
the TriumphSpitfire.com website, e-mail us at 

info@triumphspitfire.com
or mail to:

P.O. Box 30806, Knoxville, TN 37930 USA

▲►1974 & 1977 Spitfire 1500's, Owned by Andy Martin & Sherry 
Adams, Washington. Andy’s is the red one, Sherry’s is the pink.

▲1976 Spitfire 1500, Owned by Doug Watters, Corning, New York

▲►1974 Spitfire 1500, Owned by Charles Wittmaak, 
Boca Grande, Florida. Photos taken at Coral Creek Airport.
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  In 2012 we will celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the release of 
the first Spitfire4 from Standard 
Triumph. Join us as we offer a 64 
page special collector's edition 
featuring the history of Spitfires, 
from development of the Spitfire4 
through the rubber bumpered 
1500.
  We will be offering this issue on 
select magazine racks as well as 
through subscription distribution. 
This will be a special issue to read 
and save. In years to come this 
issue will be pulled out as a refer-
ence for the Spitfire history and 
model changes.
  If you have been working on a 
special article to submit, NOW is 
the time to send them, for inclu-
sion in this special issue. We are 
also looking for high resolution 
photos of Spitfires from all years of 
production. If you have a pristine 
Spit, take some photos and send 
them in right away, and we will 
include them for reference photos.
  So don't miss your chance to 
have your article and/or your car's 
photos included in the fiftieth 
anniversary special edition. It will 
be out for distribution in early 
Spring.  Renew or subscribe today!

Call 1-800-487-3333 to 
subscribe/renew by phone!
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   When I was a teenager, one of my favorite things to do was to comb the local classifieds looking for old 
cars. Anything unique interested me and I would dream of buying it and fixing it up. My father and brother 
shared the same unquenchable desire and we spent many hours together driving around the back streets of 
our little Wyoming town looking for “barn finds”. We never found any Bugatti’s stashed away, but it was 

always fun to go out looking and every once in a while 
we would catch a glimpse of a muscle car or some other 
classic. As I got older, many of my interests changed, but I never became bored with 
hunting for cars. Times have changed though and instead of print classifieds, my media 
of choice is the internet. There are many special cars sold online everyday and I realized 
long ago that I cannot buy everything, so I have decided to share them everyone.
   Every auto enthusiast knows what a barn find is and we all dream about finding 
one. Not every car listed on this site is a true barn find by definition. I chose to name 
the site “Barn Finds” to capture the feeling of excitement we all feel when we stumble 
upon a bargain or something rare. I want to recreate that feeling for everyone a little 
bit everyday. Some of the cars we will feature include survivors and oddball cars that 
not many people know about. We will try to feature as many real barn finds as possible 

and I invite all our readers to submit the stories of their real barn finds so we can all feel envious of their good fortune. Hopefully all of us will 
learn more and have a little fun.
   Be sure to sign up for our email newsletter so you can receive each day’s find right in your inbox. Also, as you are searching through eBay 
and Craigslist for your own barn finds, please consider sending the ones you do not buy over to us so we can feature them here for someone 
else to snatch up. You can also find us on Facebook, www.facebook.com/barnfinds   Happy hunting...

Barn Finds
  by Jesse Mortensen, www.BarnFinds.com

Thrift Store Find: 1968 Triumph Spitfire
   At first glance this 1968 Triumph Spitfire doesn’t look like anything 
special, but after further inspection we feel that it is well worth its 
asking price of $988. The body looks solid and the sale even includes 
a few new parts to help kick off the restoration. Plus you can feel good 
buying it because it supports the Idaho Youth Ranch which helps 
abused and neglected children. This project is located in Boise, Idaho 

and is listed 
for sale here 
on craigslist.
   This car 
is rough 
around the 
edges, but we 
have a feeling 
that it would 
clean up 
well. There is 

minimal rust and most of what we can see looks like surface rust. That 
might even be the original paint. Don’t expect to receive many details 
about the car’s past though because the place selling it just receives 
cars as dona-
tions.
The seller 
mentions 
that the sale 
includes a 
bunch of 
new parts 
including a 
new carpet 

kit, roll bar, clutch, and more. The interior is the worst area on this 
car so any interior pieces will be very appreciated by the next owner. 
Again, a much needed cleaning might do wonders here too.
We are not sure what it is going to take to get this engine spitting 
again, but it does look like the last owner may have replaced the radia-
tor and never finished hooking it up again. With a box of extra parts 
and a few things removed here and there, it is obvious that this was 
someone’s 
project car. 
We just hope 
that they lost 
steam and 
that there are 
no major is-
sues here that 
may have 
justified its 
donation.
   A rust free Spitfire is a rare sight so this one may be worth the grand 
if you are in the area. Parts are cheap and these are easy to work on so 
there are not too many negatives here. Plus you will be helping out a 

worthwhile 
cause. Just 
make sure 
you can 
fit behind 
the wheel 
because these 
can be a little 
snug. %

Jesse in Sheridan, Wyoming with his Alfa Romeo GTV
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   This is how reader Philip M’s 1980 Triumph Spitfire looked when 
he found it parked in this barn. The car had rested there for about 
19 years when he finally rescued it. After pulling it from the barn, he 
cleaned it up and surveyed the problem areas. Obviously after sitting 
for 19 years, there were plenty of problem areas.
   Philip has already started the restoration process. He pulled the old 
ratty and damaged interior out and just tossed it. He also has already 

rebuilt the engine and has it running great. He’s currently preparing 
the car for soda blasting and a respray. Philip can’t wait to get this 
thing repainted so he can take it out and have some fun in it.
   Even though Philip is going to repaint this car, it actually looked good 
after a good cleaning. These are fun little cars and we are sure Philip will 
have a great time with this car once it’s done. We want to thank Philip 
for sharing his find and we wish him good luck restoring it.  %

1980 Triumph Spitfire
 by Philip Millward, Monroe, North Carolina
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British Beater: 1961 Triumph TR3
  by Jesse Mortensen, www.BarnFinds.com

   Old British sports cars can provide great fun on a tight budget. 
Austin Healeys, MGs, Triumphs... They are all great cars. Sure the 
build quality isn’t the best and they have a tendency to rust out, but 
the parts are cheap and they are easy to work on. This 1961 Triumph 
TR3 is a little rough around the edges, but is solid and with a little 
elbow grease could be a great driver. Find it here on eBay with bid-
ding currently at $2,000.
   The TR3 is among our favorite British roadsters. The design is 
very unique and the mechanicals are very robust. TR3 were also very 
popular in racing back in the 50s and 60s. This particular car has 
likely never seen the track because it has been in storage much of its 
life. The seller claims that the previous owner purchased the car back 
in 1977 and put it in storage around 1980.
   There it sat for over 30 years until the current owner purchased it 
last year. The odometer shows 65k miles and although there is no 
documentation to prove it, the mileage does not seem unrealistic 
considering the condition of the car. This Triumph has some rust 
and dings and it looks like it could have been resprayed at some time 

in the past. Inside, the seats and carpet are going to need some atten-
tion, but are in decent shape considering their age. The blue on blue 
color combo looks great.
   The seller has replaced the fluids and has the engine running, but 
it still needs some work on the brakes and some new tires. We would 
probably go through the fuel system too if the seller has not already 
done so. We would just make sure everything is sorted out mechani-
cally, clean it, and drive it. Enjoy it as it appreciates in value and 
someday when you are bored you can do a full restoration job. Just 
be cautious with rust here since the car is from Florida. The under-
carriage looks solid in the photos, but you will want to inspect the 
body to make sure there isn’t any nasty filler hiding underneath. %
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Triumph in Tuscaloosa’s Tornado
 by Martie Sample & Wayne McDaniel, Tuscaloosa, Alabama

   Escaping death several years ago when my 1971 Triumph Spitfire 
was bilaterally crushed between a careless driver and unluckily placed 
road barricades left me grateful to be alive, but the Spitfire did not 
fare so well. The resulting numerous dents, scrapes, and general body 
damage might have tempted the average car owner to relinquish 
the vehicle as a total loss, but because of my lifelong admiration for 
Triumphs, I opted to pursue the possibility of repairing the car if at 
all possible.
   Thus began a months-long road to recovery for the Spitfire. Major 
body work finally resulted in a satisfactory restoration of the car. The 
physical damage to the vehicle (as well as to my body), the emotion-
al trauma and, naturally, the financial aspects of the accident were 
overwhelming, yet again I was grateful to have survived the accident 
and focused on returning to the enjoyment of driving my Spitfire.
   Several years later, while sitting at a stop light enjoying a late 
afternoon drive, I once again escaped death when I was suddenly 
rear-ended by yet another careless driver who chose to use the rear 
end of my Spitfire to stop his truck rather than simply applying the 
traditional method of using his brakes. The Spitfire was launched 
several yards forward, fortunately with me remaining inside the ve-
hicle, yet once again the Triumph received significant body damage. 
Never one to run from a challenge, I immediately sought the assis-
tance of local British sports car enthusiasts to guide me through the 
physically, emotionally and financially draining process of rebuilding 
the rear end of the sports car. It took more time, effort and money 
than originally thought, but I persevered and once again finally had 
my treasured Triumph Spitfire back on the road.

   As challenging as the previous two episodes with accidents, repair and 
recovery have been, neither incident prepared me for the incredible toll 
the April 27 tornado took on my community, my own home and the 
Spitfire. In no way do I compare the damage of a sports car with the loss 
so many families experienced on that historically tragic day. Sharing the 
remainder of the Spitfire’s story is submitted with the sincere hope that 
other foreign sports car enthusiasts will be reminded of precisely why we 
are willing to endure great challenges in the face of seemingly hopeless 
obstacles. What began as a nightmare proved to be a blessing in disguise.

   I was at home on the late afternoon when the storm ravaged through 
Tuscaloosa. Huddling with my dog in a rear bathroom, the terrifying 
moments when my house shook and creaked seemed endless although 
the storm passed in a matter of seconds. Once I felt it was relatively safe 
to step outside when the storm passed, my knees buckled when I saw 
what remained of my neighborhood. 

   Instantly realizing how fortunate I am that my dog and I escaped 
personal harm, it took my breath to see what havoc a tornado can 
wreak in a matter of seconds. Most folks are familiar with the images of 
destruction due to phenomenal media coverage of our community, yet 
witnessing the devastation in person is almost impossible to describe. 
My home suffered significant damage, and the Spitfire was destroyed on 
the left side by a porch column which collapsed across the car.
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   My first impression after viewing the Spitfire was a heartbroken 
estimation that the car was damaged beyond repair. Yet, after a day 
or so passed and some relief workers assisted me in lifting the fallen 
banister off the Spitfire, I dared to hope that perhaps the car could 
be restored.
   Good luck then fell my way when I learned of a local retired body 
shop specialist who had an excellent reputation with “challenges.” I 
contacted this fellow, and after viewing the photos I had taken of the 
Spitfire, he agreed to take the car under his incredibly talented spray-
paint wing. Over the course of four long, anxious months, the car 
was transformed from a broken, crushed, seemingly hopeless mess 
to the sparkling jewel I now drive with an even greater sense of pride 
and rediscovered enjoyment. Given a fresh coat of Inca yellow paint, 
the Spitfire is in better condition than it was prior to the tornado. 
Gone are the dents and dings of a 40+ year old car, and even more 
miraculously gone are the Spitfire’s scars from the tornado. Interest-
ingly, the windshield escaped ruin. I find great personal gratification 
in observing the subtle “age spots” of the windshield which contrasts 
so uniquely with the refurbished seamless lines, impeccable paint 
and a fresh convertible top. Restored to traffic-stopping beauty, the 
1971 Triumph Spitfire belies its age. 
   In addition to the incredibly good fortune of restoring the Spitfire, 
my home was repaired and I continue to enjoy living on a popular 
street in Tuscaloosa. With continuous traffic buzzing up and down 
the road, it is not at all uncommon for a passerby to stop and in-
quire about the car. What a source of pride and joy to be able to not 

only drive the car again, but I have to admit that one of the greatest 
benefits of owning the Spitfire is basking in the admiring (and envi-
ous) glances of so many folks who spot the car either on the road or 
parked in my front yard.
   Coming through an event as devastating as the April Tuscaloosa 
tornados has been one of the most remarkable events of my life, but 
the huge ray of Incan yellow sunshine now proudly sitting in my 
driveway reminds me that life goes on, and on the very best days, it 
is with the Spitfire’s top down. %
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What I did in my Spitfire Today... 
 by Shawn Frank, Iowa

     What a great day. One of the funnest I’ve ever had. MidCoast RoadRally 2011 from RoadRally 
Charities.com. We toured central Iowa through the back roads and old highways, in the process of 
visiting 5 race tracks from past to present in this gearhead enriched state we have. We started at one 
of the finest car museums I’ve ever been to. The launch was adrenaline overload. We cruised on the 
highways to Marshalltown visiting the Pro Go Cart track that my little glorified go cart (smallest out 
of 100+ cars) felt right at home with. I feel sorry for the Lamborghini or the Mosler. Tight turns... 

   We had to go around the little track 
and throw tennis balls into buckets. 
Three each for the driver and pas-
senger alike. At the end, you would 
receive a ticket stub for later at the 
finish’s drawing. After that was done, 
we received our next turn by turn 
instructions and were on our way. We 
then headed into Newton through 
more cow-on-the-side-of-the-road 
asphault. Wouldn’t you know it, we 
ended up at the tunnel of the State-
of-the-art race facility we all know as 
Iowa Speedway. As we waited in line 
to take a driving tour of the infield (I 
was so excited) we were told that there 
was an accident and we couldn’t go 
in through the long tunnel. BUM-
MER! Well, we turned around, 4 cars 
from sheer thrill, and received new 
instructions that ultimately lead us to 
the home of the famous Knoxville Na-
tional Sprint Car Championships. We 
had to tour the Museum and answer a 
questionaire related to what we saw in 
the museum. After that was done, we 
got new instructions again. 
   This time, leading to a famous 
track that was closed in the early 70’s. 
Greenwood Roadway. It is now a 
training facility for machine operators 
in the construction industry. The old 
track still remains, old, broken, grown 
over, but yet there were hints of the 
thrills, and spills, of this famous road 
track. When we were done with that, 
we headed towards the entrance/exit 
to find that a few of my fellow British 
Car Club members were there to greet 
us, including one that ran Greenwood 
Roadway in it’s prime and won there. 
He was waving the old checkered flag 
at the end of the lap. That was signifi-
cance not many of the ralliers knew. 
Once we checked back in, we headed 
towards Des Moines. 
   When we hit downtown, our 
instructions told us, “You are now on 
the Ruan Grand Prix track from the 
80’s.” We weaved in and out of the 
buildings, with my exhaust blaring as 
I went through the gears. Turn after 
turn and the instructions were getting 
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fewer until we were at the end at a blocked off road downtown.    
   We were greeted like royalty and pointed towards where we should 
park. It was a line of beautiful cars taking up every inch of road in 
a 3 block area. Lamborghinis, Ferraris, Mazeratis, Lotus, name it, it 
was there. We were in great company, and the many hours of work 
I have put into my car were so very worth it. The looks, the thumbs 
up, the country folk stopping in their front yards to watch us, heck, 
even the crowds of people in the little towns that waved at us as we 
went by. There is no better feeling than that of accomplishment, 
reaping the benefits of a perfect day, seeing a little boys face light 
up when YOU give HIM a thumbs up. I used to be that kid. Now 
I’m the guy in the shiny car. I wonder who felt happier. See ya 
next year, for sure. The MidCoast Road Rally 2011 was absolutely 
a memory that will stick with me for a lifetime. I think the guys 
that put this on, and give to charities like the Bras for the Cause 
cancer Charity, should be commended for their efforts, hard 
work, research, and all the little things that no one sees because 
they know what they are doing. Kudos to the RoadRallyCharities.
com guys, and girls, for making this a tradition I look forward to 
spending with my brother once a year. With that, I am out. I have 
been shaken and vibrated by a Little British Car for more than 300 
miles today, but it ran flawlessly.  %
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   I have had an interest in sports cars for most of my life. 
My dad unknowingly introduced me to cars at an early age. 
I clearly remember looking over his shoulder when I was a 
young boy as he tried to coax a little more out of his late 50’s 
VW.  My dad went on to own a Sunbeam Alpine, a Volvo 
544, and a BMW 2002.  It was the Sunbeam however that 
really got the juices flowing. I would spend a lot of time with 
dad when he went on house calls, (remember those?), watch-
ing him shift, double clutch, laugh like hell going through the 
corners... nothing like an English roadster, Spartan, functional 
and more than anything else fun.
   I have been hooked on sports cars ever since and have 
owned four over the years, a 1969 MGB GT, a 1965 TR4, a 
1971 BMW 2002 and most recently a 1973 Triumph Spitfire 
1500.  Although the BMW was a great car,  I am drawn to the 
English cars; for me they just seem to exemplify the reason for 
sports cars, inexpensive, close to the elements, relatively easy 
to work on and just plain fun! 
   I purchased the Spitfire in 1993 from a supplier who had it 
parked behind his supply house for quite a while.  Each time 

I visited the warehouse, sometimes three times in a week, I 
would ask him if the car was for sale yet, he would always 
reply, “No it isn’t.” After two or three months of this back and 
fourth he finally sold it to me for $200.  The 1973 Spitfire 
1500 was in pretty sad shape but I thought, with some time 
and effort I could do something with it and if worse came to 
worse I could part it out and get a lot more than I paid for it.
   And so it began…this project lasted the better part of five 
years with the majority of it being done outside in the ele-
ments, hidden from prying eyes by a 6 foot stockade fence 
that became know in my family as “Fort Dan”.  I did the first 
parts of this project in the open and simply covered the old 

FEATURE

Hooked on Sports Cars
 by Dan Rackliffe, Connecticut

Before
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girl when we were not keeping company.  When I finally got 
to the stage where she would roll and the elements became 
more of a concern I built a three sided garage and cut a sec-
tion of the stockade fence to make swinging gates.  Now, for 
the finale stages, I could roll her out to work on it.  
   The restoration involved a complete breakdown and rebuild 
of the car.  I started by stripping the car of all its trim, inte-
rior and drive train.  The transmission, engine and interior 
components went to my shop where I was able store them 
and rebuild them in my off hours over the winter months.  I 
reupholstered the seats there as well. The bonnet, trunk lid 
and doors followed suit later on.  These were all stripped to 

bare metal repaired as needed and primed.  This was all done a 
piece at a time over the five years of the project.  The only 
thing I could not do was a machining of the head which I sent 
out for machining.  In the end I rebuilt the engine substitut-
ing high performance valve springs, high performance cam 
and twin Su HS4 carburetors for original components as well 
as adding an additional oil feed line to the rocker arm assem-
bly. The original transmission was replaced with a later model, 
single rail transmission and Laycock J type overdrive which I 
found on ebay and rebuilt as time permitted.  All the suspen-
sion and brake components were rebuilt or replaced with bet-
ter than original as I made my way through the car. 

After
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   The summers, as always, were busy on the golf course and 
when time permitted, usually in the evenings, I tackled the 
frame and body work.  This turned out to be way more in-
volved than I had anticipated. I cut out, replaced and welded 
in new floors and inner and outer sills as well as some rot pre-
viously not visible. I purchased a 10 foot black walnut plank, 
had it planed to the proper width and made six black walnut 
dash boards; I figured that six were nearly as easy to make as 
one and I sure didn’t want to just store the beautiful plank. 
One I kept, three were sold and two were ruined during the 
cut-out process.

   Through this whole project my sons would all help and it 
kind of became a father and son project: they looking over my 
shoulder, an added benefit I did not count on.  I painted the 
car in 1998 using British Leyland’s Emerald Green color.  I 
chose to paint the Spitfire myself simply because I had done 
everything else.  Although the job came out fine, I do not like 
doing body work at all, had I had the money I would have 
hired a pro.
   When I started the Spit I wanted to keep everything close 
to original which I only deviated from slightly.  The emissions 
requirements in the early 70’s seriously depleted the perfor-
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mance of the Spitfire’s engine as produced for the US market. 
With the changes I made, many of them using British Leyland’s 
original ideas I was able to restore the cars desirable performance 
characteristics that the EPA had stripped from her, basically I 
reproduced what they were selling in the UK with the addition 
of a couple of extras to enhance this delightful little car. I believe 
the car now runs as strong as possible without resorting to major 
modifications. The old Spitfire truly is a pleasure to drive , she 
just seems to come alive…the down shift, double clutch, and 

laughing like hell going through the corners with one of my 
boys.  
   The Old Girl has been a hobby since I bought her in 1993, 
although she has been  “finished” for years and an absolute 
pleasure to drive, I like nothing better than to open the bonnet 
and have a seat on one of the front tires and tinker.  I continue 
to work with the little 1500 CC engine, tying to coax just a little 
more out of her.  My wife would say that the car is never fin-
ished; I prefer to think of “the old girl” as a work in progress.  %
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   My 1978 Spitfire 1500 trip odometer reset knob is oddly located 
below, and to the right of the steering column. Being below the 
dash board, it is nearly invisible to the driver.  In fact it was several 
months after I brought the car home that I actually discovered 
that it had a trip odometer (trip-o-meter) reset knob. I’ve always 
questioned “Why this odd location and can the knob be moved 
to a more suitable location?” I now believe I can correctly answer 
both of these perplexing questions.

   While redoing my dash I discovered that there is a partially 
bored hole centered below the tachometer that is the correct diam-
eter for the 3/8” trip-o-meter knob. This photo of the back of the 
dash panel shows the hole. Why wasn’t this hole used for the trip-
o-meter reset? (Ignore the holes to the lower left and lower right of 
the speedometer & tachometer as these are my new separate left & 
right turn signal indicators that I’ll cover in a later article.)

   Further investigation found that the original trip-o-meter reset 
knob design does not have enough depth the reach through the 
dash with adequate threads to engage the knurled attachment 
knob. Therefore I suspect as a “last minute” fix it was placed in the 
odd position below the dash on a thin bracket. Due to the odd 
knob location I decided to move my trip-o-meter reset knob to be 
more convenient and accessible for my right hand. The position 
centered below the tachometer is an ideal location but how to eas-
ily mount the knob below the tachometer securely? 

   A trip to Lowes specialty fasteners bin found the solution in 
a 3/8” long stainless steel Tee Nut (UPC 008236779059). This 
5/16” diameter nut is threaded with course 18 threads per inch 
which do not fit the 3/8” diameter fine 24 threads per inch trip-o-
meter reset knob. To customize the Tee Nut drill it out (carefully) 
to a 3/8”x24 tap diameter using a 21/64” drill bit. To hold the Tee 
Nut in the vice I ground 2 flat spots on the flange knowing I was 
later going to reduce the diameter.

   After this very carefully tap the thinned down nut to 3/8”x24 
thread. To make sure the tap is going straight down the hole you 
can start cutting the threads by putting the tap bit in the drill press 
and manually getting the threads started. 

Spitfire Mk IV Trip Odometer Reset Knob Placement  
 by Kurt Hollenbeck, Texas

Trip Odometer Reset Knob Location

Predrilled Hole Below Tachometer (rear view)

Trip-O-Meter Reset Knob vs. Dash Depth

Drill Out Tee Nut to 21/64”
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    When 3/8" – 24 threads are tapped the thin walled Tee Nut will 
telegraph the threads to the exterior. Don’t worry about the weak-
ened Tee Nut, it only needs to hold the Trip-O-Meter reset knob’s 
plastic threads.

   If desired, the Tee Nut face diameter can be reduced by care-
fully using a grinding wheel. I reduced the diameter and also put a 
bevel on the edge to reduce the profile on the dash. I found that a 
diameter of about 0.7” (45/64”) looks good when it is installed on 
the dash.

      

   The finished part is shown here after polishing. I mounted the 
trip-o-meter reset knob, using the finished part, into my old dash 
after boring out the partially drilled hole below the tachometer and 
it looks like a factory installation. 

   Kurt is a new member of the Red River Triumph Club and is 
working with HR Classic Cars in Wylie updating his Spitfire to 
also add individual cylinder fuel injection and a 5 speed Borg War-
ner T-5 transmission into his 1978 Spitfire. %

Start Tap Threads 90° Using Drill Press 

Tee Nut With New Threads

0.7”Diameter Finished Part

Trimming collar to size

Looks like a factory placement
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I had some free time recently and
decided to tackle my dodgy taillights
once and for all. One dim brake light,
running lights that would mysteriously
quit working after hitting a bump, haz-
ards that sometimes blink and backup
lights that never come on.

Where to start? First, since I had so
many problems back there I needed to
determine if all the problems were caused
at a single source, a bad connection at the
fuse for instance or many little problems.
First, because it was easiest, I grabbed
one of the running light sockets and wig-
gled. No change. I grabbed my volt-ohm
meter and checked if there was electricity
making it to that point. It was... meaning
the problem was the socket. I reinstalled
the socket and with a little more wiggling
the light blinked! It had to be a bad/dirty
connection there. 

At this point I am beginning to
decide that most of the problems were
just bad/dirty connections. I am told the
sockets that hold the bulbs are notorious
for these connection problems.

There are three areas where the
socket can make a bad connection; flat
blade terminals (the flat metal prongs
sticking out the side with wires attached),
the grounds to the light holder (the metal
“flower petals”) and another, more elu-
sive location... inside the socket.

I decided to do an experiment and
really clean a socket well, after all, as far
as I know it may have been over 35 years
since they have been cleaned.

Years of working on these cars have
taught me two things that you MUST do
before proceeding. 1. make a diagram of
the colors and locations of the wires and
2. check the bulb! I have seen many
bulbs act funny when their filaments
break and dangle inside the glass making
contact when held just right.

First remove the socket from the car.
Then the rubber boot surrounding it.
The flat blade terminals seem to cause
the most problems. I use a wire brush
attachment on my Dremel® Tool to clean
the male part and then take pliers and
squeeze the female part closed a bit so
that it’s a tight fit over the male part. The
round bullet connectors seem to be less
of a problem so I just clean the male
ends. I also include the exterior lamp

sockets and bulbs in the contact cleaning.
This together with connecting all the
wires (to the correct terminals) fixes
many of the problems. 

Next I clean any other metal on the
socket, inside and out. Do not forget the
contact area on the bulb (assuming the
bulb is good. As extra insurance, replac-
ing all the bulbs would be a great idea).

Now is time to get at the area where
the problems are most difficult to find.
On the “ohms”.. setting on my volt-ohm
meter I checked the connection from the
“flower petal” and the metal contact
inside... no juice. Then I remembered a
link on the VTR site to the Buckeye
Triumphs website and an article entitled
“Repairing TR6 Taillight Sockets” by
Nelson Riedel. Nelson explains that
the design of the socket is not
perfect. The surfaces between
the dissimilar metals corrode.

Take heart, the fix is
easy and permeate! It will
require a soldering gun
and good eyes. 

The critical
location is
shown in the
orange circle in
the “BEFORE”

photo and in the yellow
area in the illustration. 

The first thing is to
clean the two surfaces. The solder needs
to flow in the crack between the bronze
strip and the steel ring. These surfaces
must be really clean in order to have the
solder stick. I used my Dremel® Tool
again to get at this. A finger nail file also
works but not as quickly.

While soldering be careful not to
heat long enough to melt the plastic case
too much.

After all this cleaning/soldering my
dim brake light was also cured. Before,
when the parking lights were on it shown
dim. When the brakes were applied the
light went out and the other light came
on at normal brightness. The cause was a
poor or no ground connection in the light

that was dim. A high
resistance ground path
is provided to the dim
light through the brake

light filament part of that
bulb and then though the
the brake like filament in

the other bulb. This ground
path is removed when the brake

petal is pressed, operating the brake light
switch that then supplies 12 volts to the
brake light filaments. 

The cleaning/soldering was so easy I
decided to do it too all the sockets, took
less than 15 minutes total. Fixed all my
problems except the back up lights. Their
problem turned out to be a bad switch at
the transmission. At least now I know the
bulbs will work when I get around to
changing the switch. 

Hopefully I will have no more tail
light problems... at least for another 35
years!

BEFORE

AFTER

AREA WHERE 
SOLDERING 
IS NEEDED

“FLOWER PETALS”

FLAT BLADE 
CONNECTOR

Let There Be Light
 by John Goethert, Tennessee

%

permanent! It will
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   One thing our British metal does well 
is rust. Even the best maintained cars will 
develop some rust somewhere at some time 
during ownership. Most often the rust ap-
pears down low or underneath where most 
road abuse occurs. 

   There 
are several 
good prod-
ucts on the 
market to 
handle rust 
preven-
tion and 
rust repair. 
We tried 
a newer 
product on 
the market 
called Rust 
Bullet®, a 
rust inhibi-
tor coat-

ing. The product I used was the Rust Bullet® 
Automotive Formula with a metallic gray 
finish. John used the Black Shell®, and we 
will cover that type of coating in a separate 
article of a future issue.
   Preparation was relatively easy. The 
surface to be coated must be completely 
dry, any flakes of rust and paint should 
be scraped or wire brushed off. Remove 
loose mill scale by lightly scraping, sand-
ing, or wire brushing. All surfaces must be 
free of loose rust, moisture, dirt, mildew, 
oily substances, wax, loose paint, and loose 
particles. It is important that the surface to 
be coated is completely dry. 
   While my Spit has a few spots that could 
use some rust repair, my daily driver, a Geo 
Tracker, had bad rust spots on the driver’s 
sill and door with winter heading our way. 
So the Tracker got to be the test subject, but 
the work could be done on any car, truck 
or SUV.

   I started by using a wire brush and a wire 
wheel on my drill to clean away the rust & 
flaking paint. Once the outside of the door 
was cleaned, I started on the inner door 
edge and sill. Once everything was brushed 
off, I used a compressor to blow off all the 
dust & debris.  

   The Rust Bullet coating needs to be stirred 
to be completely uniform and homogenous. 
They recommend stirring for three minutes. 
They also recommend not using electrical or 
mechanical stirs as they may whip air into 
the paint, which could cause bubbles or 
voids in the finished coating.
   I hand stirred the paint and applied it 
with a one inch brush. This paint is thick 
and should be applied in a cross-hatch 
motion, up & down, left to right. Once the 
entire area is painted clean your brush with 
Xylene or Toluene. Optimum drying time 
between coats of a Rust Bullet coating is 
approximately two to four hours, depending 
on humidity levels. Two coats of Rust Bul-
let are needed to get optimum protection. 
When applying additional coats of a Rust 
Bullet coating, the previous coat should not 
be wet or tacky; if you are unable to transfer 
the coating to a gloved finger then it is safe 
to apply an additional coat. Rust Bullet 

Rust Inhibitor Coating
 Product Review by Howard Baugues

requires no top coat; however, the final coat 
of Rust Bullet may be topcoated after 24 
hours with Blackshell®, Whiteshell® or most 
conventional topcoat paints following the 
manufacturer’s recommendations. Cure 
time varies based on relative humidity and 
temperature of the surface: 80% in 4 hours, 
fully cured in approximately 72 hours.

   Since cold weather hit before I had time 
to apply the topcoat, I will tackle that this 
coming spring when temperatures are in 
the proper range. It is recommended that 
the air or surface temperature not be below 
35°F (2°C) or above 110°F (43°C). Ideal 
application temperature is between 50°F 
(10°C) and 80°F (27°C) with humidity 
below 90% to ensure proper drying. Do not 
apply to surfaces when the existing tempera-
ture of the surface exceeds 150°F (66°C) or 
is below 32°F (0°C). Having a silver patch 
showing on the door is better than letting 
the rust stay exposed to the elements. I will 
lightly sand the spots and spray a match-
ing topcoat and enjoy the look of a door 
without bubbling rust.
   You can find out more about Rust Bullet 
online at www.rustbullet.com  %
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Water Pump Replacement   
  by Howard Baugues, Indiana
   The water pump on my ’76 Spitfire 1500 had started leaking. On 
closer inspection, the water was coming out of the drain hole, the 
small hole on the lower side of the pump. This indicated the seal 
on the pump shaft had ruptured and was letting coolant seep out 
around the shaft and out the drain hole. Using an additive in the 
coolant usually will not help this type of leak. A replacement pump 
or rebuilding the pump will cure the problem. Since I have not had 
experience with rebuilding a water pump, a remanufactured unit was 
a better option. Water pumps are available from the normal suppli-
ers around $65-$70 plus shipping.

   The water pump R&R is not a tough job, just time consuming. 
Start by disconnecting the negative battery lead and pulling to coil 
wire as safety measures to prevent an accidental engine start. Drain 
the radiator and remove both top and bottom hoses.  Unbolt the 
radiator and lift the radiator out of the car. (Note: If your radiator 
needs some cleaning or paint touch up, now is a good time to tackle 
that project while it is out of the car.)

   Remove the fan blades by removing the 4 bolts in the viscous fan 
clutch and take the fan off. Loosen the alternator and remove the belt. 
Remove the 3 nuts & washers that hold the pulley & impellor from 
the front of the block and pump housing. With the pump off, use a 
putty knife and clean the old gasket and any remaining debris off the 
mounting surface. A leak-free fit requires a clean mounting surface.

   With the pump removed, 
you now need to remove 
the viscous fan coupling. I 
placed the pump and fan 
in a vise with the coupling 
resting on the jaws and the 
pulley below the jaws. I 
tied a cord to around the 
vise and the pulley shaft 
to prevent the pump from 
falling when the coupling 
came away from the shaft. Using a socket or medium punch, tap the 
shaft until it slides out of the coupling. Remove the tolerance ring 
(also referred to as a clutch sleeve for the viscous fan coupling) and 
discard it. When you order your new water pump, be sure to ask if 
it comes with a tolerance ring. If not, order a new one. This is what 
gives a snug fit of the fan to the pump shaft and keeps it from wob-
bling. Re-using an old one is asking for trouble.

Re-assembly
   Start by placing the tolerance ring on the pump shaft and tap 
the fan coupling down into place. Next, coat the pump mounting 
surface with gasket shellac, place the gasket on the studs, and put 
a layer of shellac on the gasket. Align the pump on the mounting 
studs using the washers and nuts to secure it firmly against the pump 
housing.  Install a new fan belt and leave it loose. Rebolt the fan 
to the viscous clutch. 
Tighten the belt to a 
¼-½" play. Install the 
radiator and hoses, 
refill with coolant, and 
re-connect the coil 
wire & negative cable. 
Start the engine, add 
coolant as needed, 
replace the cap and 
watch for leaks.  %

Water Pump
Viscous Fan Coupling

Tolerance Ring
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No Gasket Handy?
  by Howard Baugues, Indiana
   Sometimes I seem to misplace the enclosed gaskets that come with 
various parts I plan to install. when I find time to start the project 
is when I realize that the gasket has been drawn into a black hole. 
Instead of postponing the project, I made a trip to our F.L.A.P.S. 
[Friendly Local Auto Parts Store] to pick up the solution. A roll of 
high temp gasket material. 

This isn't a roll of cork, but a high temperature Asbestos Free gasket 
material sinilar to what most current gaskets are made from.

The secret is to carefully remove as much of the old gasket intact as you 
can, or use some newspaper or thin cardboard to make a master pattern.

Using a permanent marker, I traced around the old gasket, and to be 
on the safe side, I traced the pattern twice, to make two gaskets in 
case I tore one during installation.

I used scissors, a hobby knife, and a hole punch to cut the gasket to 
size and shape. 

I dry fitted the handmade gasket to insure proper fit before installed 
the water pump. 

Once I was sure it fit well, I applied gasket shellac and continued 
with my project without further delay.

This material came in two 12" x 20" pieces, so it will handle most 
small to medium sized gaskets. Larger rolls are available, but may 
have to be ordered. Keep a sheet or two tucked in your toolbox for 
the next time a gasket disappears on you, and you will be able to 
finish your project anyway!  %
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   First, for those who did not follow Part I of the Project Ilene, 
a brief summary – Ilene is a 1966 Triumph Spitfire club project 
for Blount British Cars, Ltd in Maryville, Tennessee. Ilene will be 
revealed at our 25th anniversary British Car Gathering on May 
12, 2012. At this time we will begin selling raffle tickets to deter-
mine her final resting place. Proceeds from the raffle of Ilene will 
go to support programs at the Blount County Children’s Home 
blountchildrenshome.org.   Check out our web site, 
blountbritishcars.org for Part I of the story or order issue #39 of 
Spitfire & GT6 Magazine.
   Second, I want to thank the companies that have helped us get to 
were we are today. Without their parts and pieces, technical support, 
services and friendship we would not be where we are today. Many 
thanks to:
•   Advance Wiring - www.advanceautowire.com 
•   Advanced Distributors – www.advanceddistributors.com
•   Joe Curto Inc. – www.joecurto.com 
•   Spitbits - www.spitbits.com  800-201-0494
•   Spitfire & GT6 Magazine www.triumphspitfire.com
•   Alternator’s of Knoxville; Knoxville, Tennessee (Alternators, Generators 
                                              & Starters) - 865-524-2999
•   Hitch Machine Shop; Maryville, Tennessee - 865-983-2816
•   Brit-tek - (MGB guy, but has helped out with Spitfire parts & pieces)
                       www.brittek.com 
•   Stevenson Tire - www.stevensontire.net 
•   Fix-It Auto Body; Maryville, Tennessee - 865-389-7447

   Now, Part II of this story will describe Ilene’s body. What can I say 
about a 45 year old!  She has her share of dents, scratches, rust and 
bondo from previous repairs, but still looks good and not beyond repair. 

Project "Ilene" PartII
by Jim Watson, Maryville, Tennessee

   

The worst were the floor pans and boot (trunk) floor. Like many 
British cars that get left out in the rain or stuck in a rain shower, 
then put away wet, rust sets in. So we cut away the old floors and 
installed new, sealed all the seams, top and bottom and now the 
floors are ready for primer and paint. The boot floor was patched 
where needed.

Boot floor

Passenger floor

Driver floor

Repaired passenger floor
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   The rear valance also had some issues – to make a long story short, 
we cut out rusty stuff and put in new metal and we also had to use 
some fiberglass and bondo, but nothing like she had before. The rear 
valance took a lot of work, but has turned out nice and is ready for 
final finishing.

   The right door needed a new door skin. Probably due to being hit 
one too many times – the metal was really stretched. Instead of load-
ing it with bondo again, we installed a new door skin. 

   

Miscellaneous other repairs were made to the front wheel wells to 
remove rust. The front cowl had a few holes and needed some work  
and the bonnet was in pretty decent shape for her age. Like all her 
other body parts it did need some TLC.

   

The major body work is just about completed; the finish body work 
and painting will be done by Fix-It Auto Body. We are planning on 
delivering Ilene to the body shop after Christmas. 
   Next, be on the lookout for Part III of Project Ilene. Cleaning, 
prepping and painting all the miscellaneous parts, engine rebuild 
and assembly.  %

Repaired Driver floor
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     Who better to sponsor a British Car show than the British 
American Business Group? The BABG is an international association 
for developing business relationships, networking, accessing business 
and trade information, and making social connections and friend-
ships. This association of individuals and firms with ties to Britain 
has a full calendar of community events and activities that foster 
business and social relations between the two countries. Their annual 

car show, held in beautiful Historic Norcross, GA, is one of the most 
visible examples of the support they provide for the community. 
The show is unlike many others in that it is held on the broad main 
street of a small and historic village with many things going on to 
attract both inveterate British car enthusiasts in the know and the 
casual, rather uninformed American citizen whose awareness of Brit-
ish cars is only “I used to have one of those” or “aren’t they cute?”

   The British Car Fayre attracts a large 
number of both – those who look 
forward all year and plan accordingly as 
well as those who just stumble across the 
cars and crowds as they shop and stroll 
on a beautiful Saturday morning in 
suburban Atlanta. A symbiotic selection 
of sponsors also helps to attract a crowd 
as 106.7 Real Oldies radio station, the 
Iron Horse Tavern, the Taste of Britain, 
the City of Norcross, and, of course, the 
BABG advertise via numerous media 
during the preceding weeks. The oldies 
tunes spun by local DJs Randy and 
Spiff, the fish & chips lunch special 
available at the Iron Horse Tavern, and 
the afternoon’s High Tea at the Taste of 
Britain shop all make for a special day. 
Oh! And they have some cute cars, too!

British Car Fayre - Norcross Georgia
 by Bob Spruck, MotorMouth/south
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   This year attendance approached 200 cars, a little more than 
last year. BABG Executive Director Ray Gilbert was happy that 
he had to request the closing of some adjacent streets to accom-
modate the late walk-ups. The Fayre is a little different than 
many of the other local car shows in that a lot of daily drivers 
appear from the nearby suburbs. This is not to imply that they 
are ratty or beat up. They are all spruced up for the occasion 
and do their owners proud. And, there is always a real surprise 
or three in cars you don’t often see or even never heard of. Try 
Daimler Conquest, TriKing, and Riley. The venue is also unique. 
South Peachtree Street is a broad avenue, one block long with a 

perpendicular street at either end. It is the main drag of the little 
town and has a restored train station that contains a very nice 
restaurant on one side (with live train tracks in front of it) and 
a series of small shops, restaurants, and boutiques on the other. 
The same goes for the two side streets. All are lined with enough 
trees to provide shade for the cars and spectators. Alleys and open 
lots are filled with vendors, musical groups, and picnickers. All 
those BABG members with British accents strolling around and 
conversing amongst the British cars they grew up with lead to 
not only a unique atmosphere, but many stories and tales about 
youth, cars, and lifestyles, English style. %
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   Shell Ultra City at Umgababa was the meeting place for the 
Durban based contingent with the winter chill returning in the 
early morning. Alas, Shirley and Angelo Lambiris had to give the ex 
Graham Cheetham Spitfire some attention.
   All the males in the party stood open mouthed as Shirley whipped 
a comprehensively stocked toolbox out of the boot and in no time 
she stripped the SU carbs to reveal some gunk which she deftly 
removed with a tissue passed to her by Angelo as in a surgical proce-
dure! The re-assembly was something to watch as Angelo assisted the 
confident mechanic.
   The Halvorsen and Hansell party were waiting for us at the 
Umzinto off-ramp and after setting up the convoy rules we set off, 
planning to have lunch along the way, probably near Ixopo.
   The Mini Mille Miglia run was something I put together after 
reading Denis Jenkinson’s account of his epic drive in the passenger 
seat with Stirling Moss in the 1955 Race.  They were in a Mercedes 
300 SLR sports racer and this was one of the earliest uses of pace 
notes. They covered 1000 miles in 10hrs 7 minutes! I had saved the 
story after reading it in Motor Sport magazine in 1996, 12 years 

before I aquired my first Triumph. My idea was to cover around 
500km in 2 days just to get an idea of the effort required….no 
racing of course. In his account Jenkinson mentions passing ‘two 
Triumph TR2’s in convoy’ so our cars were certainly relevant.
   The route from the coast to the intersection with the Bulwer 
/Underberg road provided spectacular scenery and the surface was 
mainly good. There were plenty of undulating twisties to enjoy 
but the Spitty gremlins returned and the pace was rather gentle as 
Shirley nursed it up the hills until a spark plug exploded . This also 
resulted in a new lead being fitted which improved performance 
significantly.
    A pit stop in the village of Donnybrook resulted in us finding 
acceptable facilities in a Pub type establishment. Although the Pub 
was closed for the day the staff were happy to open up for the ladies. 
Throngs of friendly locals then posed in front of the Triumphs while 
their mate’s cell phone cameras clicked merrily.
   We met John and Bev Leonard at the Underberg intersection and 
after re-grouping, the TR3s and Stag let rip towards Underberg 
and all three cars were then driven very responsibly but as de-

Nothing Tougher than a Triumph!
Mini Mille Miglia - 17th to 18th  September 2011 Organised by Darryl & Rosemary Hurter

by Darryl Hurter, Durban, South Africa
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signed. For me and Dave Van Der Westhuizen and Brian Hansell 
this was the highlight of the trip. The Stag pulled off a great coup by 
passing both TR’s up a long steep climb. He caught us by surprise!
   All cars then gathered at the Himeville Arms Hotel from where 
the parties set off to the various accommodation options. Sadly, the 
Lambiris Spitfire developed another problem when the gearlever fell 
into the transmission tunnel! I had experience of this in 1970 when 
I first drove a borrowed Herald. You simply pick up the lever, select 
a gear and drop it back down.
   Everyone gathered in an empty lounge in the Himeville Arms that 
evening where replica Mille Miglia certificates were presented to all 
the drivers.  Thereafter a genteel supper was enjoyed in a private din-
ing room – much ribbing and hilarity was enjoyed.
After a group photo shoot we were on our way at 10h00 on Sunday 
morning with the brave little Spitfire setting off ahead of everyone 
else. We were returning to Durban, via Bulwer and Boston. The 
South Coasters were retracing the previous day’s route.
   After crossing the Umkomaas River some cars gave it stick up 
Lundies Hill before we regrouped again and proceeded via Boston 
and Midmar Dam to the Rotunda Farm Stall, near Hilton. 
   Lunch was followed by a brief shopping spree in the Rotunda 
shops and then everyone set off home. The final run into Durban 
was in a 38°C heat-wave but all the cars made it back safely, even 
Ron Harris’s Spitfire which developed an ominous bearing rumble. 
   We hope to repeat this run next year and with advance booking we 
will try to get everyone to stay in the same establishment and have a 
larger contingent of real Triumphs.

   Cars taking part:
  Triumph Spitfire Mk 3  Lambiris
  Triumph Spitfire MK3  Harris
  Triumph TR3               Hurter
  Triumph TR3 A            Van Der Westhuizen
  Triumph Stag                Hansell
  Triumph* Crossfire       Halvorsen
  Triumph* Mondeo        Leonard
  Triumph* Neon            Butler
   The trip was good shakedown for next years trip to the Nationals 
and I am sure every car will carry at least one spare spark plug and 
lead!  %
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Spitfires in Saint Louis
by John Lamberg, St. Louis, Missouri

   The North American Spitfire Squadron Midwest Region Spit-
Together was held in St. Louis Sept 16-17, 2011 with the All 
British Car & Cycle show that was hosted by the MG Club of St. 
Louis and the Saint Louis Triumph Owners Association. This was 
the 30th anniversary of the St. Louis All British Car & Cycle show. 
The weekend started with a cookout held at the host hotel, the Red 
Roof Inn. British cars lined the back lot of the hotel and smoke from 
the grill filled the air. Hot dogs and hamburgers were served up with 
all the trimmings. The temps hovered in the mid-fifties and an oc-
casional shower fell while we mingled and swapped stories.

   After an evening of socializing, British cars started assembling at Creve 
Coeur Lake Park the following morning. As more cars were arriving a 
band of minstrels roamed the park sharing their merriment and music 
with the show visitors. They paused to pose with a 1927 Rolls Royce 
Phantom that was on display at the show. Later, SLTOA member Dave 
Massey serenaded guests with several melodies on his bagpipes.
   The show field filled up as did the visitors parking lots. There were 
over 200 cars on the show field. The Spitfire & GT6 section had two 
GT6s, three early Spitfires, eight late Spitfires, and one Spit6. Most of 
those cars also participated in the NASS show within a show.

Early Spitfires  & GT6

A band of wandering Minstrels

Dave Massey with his bagpipes

Cookout at Red Roof Inn

Spitfires at Red Roof Inn

Parking lot at Red Roof Inn
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   Joe Guenther received a First Place award in the Early Spitfires for 
his black 1965 Spitfire4. Andy Stark received a First Place award in 
the Late Spitfires for his yellow 1979 Spitfire 1500. Bob Berger and 
daughter Bella received a Second Place award in the Late Spitfires 
for his blue 1978 Spitfire 1500. John Lamberg received a First Place 
award in the Daily Driver for his green 1972 Spit6. Jim Wheeler 
was presented the Officer’s Choice award by NASS Membership 
Chairperson Ginny Baugues, for his turquoise 1974 Spitfire 1500.     

   Once the show field thinned out most of the Spitfires and GT6s 
moved down and formed a semi-circle arranging the cars by year and 
model. It made for an impressive display and several members took 
photos of the grouping. When photos were finished, some members 
headed to a local eatery to share dinner together before heading out 
their separate ways.
   Feedback indicated that everyone had a great time together and 
look forward to another gathering soon. %

Jim Wheeler & his 1974 Spitfire 

John Lamberg & his 1972 Spit6 

Andy Stark & his 1979 Spitfire 

Joe Guenther & his 1965 Spitfire4 

Bob & Bella Berger & their 1978 Spitfire 

A collection of Spitfires & GT6s 

Row of Late Spitfires
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   When photographing your auto, a little more forethought on the 
front end can add a lot to the final print. Before photographing 
consider:

THE FILM
   Choose your film for the results your wishing to accomplish. The 
film used in photographing your car could greatly enhance the final 
color and clarity of your pictures. The larger the ASA (400)...the 
larger the grain and the fuzzier a picture will get as it is enlarged. If 
you are looking for a cover or large photo of your car... use a low 
ASA film (100) with high color rendering or even a slide film vs. the 
prints. Magazine publishers love slide negatives.
   Digital Camera’s do not use film. Select the highest resolution with 
the least compression available on your camera. Digital print files 
that are larger will be able to be enlarged at the final print stages. 
Lower resolutions limit the ability and size use in print media for 
your car photos.

THE SETTING
   I see photos of cars all the time in which the photographer just 
went out to the driveway and snapped a picture. Before photograph-
ing your Spitfire or other Triumph, consider the background and 
other subject matter that can be included in the final shot. Make 
the final print more appealing by adding people, store fronts, or an 
interesting background.
   Contrasting backgrounds, contrasts in color or subject make inter-
esting photos. Examples would be a red car against green foliage or a 
pristine car parked in a junkyard.

LIGHTING
   When considering your photo...lighting is an important factor 
in the color and brightness of all areas of your automobile. The 
best conditions (for amateurs like us) are outside in good sunlight. 
Shadows can be interesting and glare can always be a concern...
particularly on those chrome and shiny Spits/GT6s that are well 

restored. Make sure the sun is not beaming directly into the lens and 
play around with the sun at different angles.
   For inside and garage photos (for those who are photographing 
stages or have yet to finish that project) consider your light source. 
This may be a time to use that larger ASA film (400-1000). Make 
sure to open the doors and let all the natural light you can get onto 
the subject matter.

CAMERA ANGLES
   When photographing your car, there are several interesting parts 
and views. Move around and place the camera at low points (even 
on the ground) to high points (even use a ladder) to get interesting 
perspectives of the vehicle.
   Experiment; dramatic angles make for dramatic photos. The 
“glamour shot” 3/4 pose is very popular; a view from the front looking 
diagonally across the car. Don’t forget close ups of the various compo-
nents and features inside the car, boot, or engine compartment. Use a 
tripod, interchange lens from wide angle to zoom settings.

TAKE PLENTY OF DIFFERENT PHOTOS
   When you do photograph that automotive beauty...take plenty 
of pictures using your own camera methods and the helpful tips 
provided. The more you take the better the chances of getting “the 
one”. Professional photographers usually take thousands of photos to 
get one or two great ones. 

NOW THAT YOU HAVE THE PICTURES...
SEND THEM IN!
   It matters not if they are pre-restoration, post-restoration or parts 
car photos. Spitfire & GT6 magazine likes to feature a variety of 
cars, people, and ‘project’ photos.
Send Photos to:
Spitfire & GT6 Magazine
P.O. Box 30806
Knoxville, TN 37930 USA
Send a SASE for photos you wish returned.
Digital photographers can e-mail photo files to:
Editor@TriumphSpitfire.com  %

Snap A Shot
 by Tom Broberg, Knoxville, Tennessee
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AND FINALLY
We have all seen them, those conversions that make you ask: "WHAT WERE THEY THINKING ???"  This page 
is dedicated to those slightly different conversions, the ones you either love or hate. If you have seen them 
at a show, or for sale on the web, send them in to us, and we will include them in WWTT???  

Have you spotted a Spitfire, GT6, or other British con-
version that you feel is worthy of some public scru-
tiny? If so, send your submissions to the magazine at: 
Spitfire & GT6 Magazine, PO Box 30806, Knoxville, TN, 
USA, 37930 or by email to: editor@triumphspitfire.com

So what do you think? 
Keep it or Sweep it??

1960 Triumph TR3A Hot Rod
Found on Ebay, sent in by Jon Keil, North Carolina

1960 Triumph TR3A with 283 ci Chevrolet 
engine conversion US $10,000 reserve.

1960 Triumph TR3A with 283 Chevy engine 
and 3 speed gearbox, tilt nose conversion, 
rack and pinion steering, runs and drives 
great. All brakes and clutch hydraulics just 
done. Custom flame paint job. Done by pro-
fessional engineer in 1960’s. Could use fresh-
ening of cosmetics. Very exciting ride! Extra 
parts included; used frame, original steel 
hardtop, soft top, original style nose, doors, 
trunk lid and Chevy 3spd trans.

I strongly suggest buyer inspect vehicle be-
fore bidding, it’s road registered and insured

Will ship internationally 
Call George 631-XXX-XXXX  New York  %



44 Spitf ire & GT6 Magazine •  “for enthusiasts,  by enthusiasts”

CLASSIFIED ADS CLASSIFIEDS
CARS FOR SALE

FOR SALE: 1978 Spitfire 1500
New since 2005: soft top, radiator, water 
pump, front and rear shocks, front and rear 
brakes, exhaust, rebuilt gearbox, newly 
reupholstered seats with new seat covers, 
carpeting, tires and wheels. 
Time to sell $6,000 OBO
Chris Woods, Quincy, Massachusetts 
617-653-1270  cwoods5362@aol.com

Place Classified Ads
Classified Ads are affordable: $10 for up to 40 words, add a 
photo for $10 more. Reach more serious buyers in print.
Submit your add online:
http://www.triumphspitfire.com/ads
By mail:
Send your ad (& Photo) with payment to:
Spitfire Classified Ads
PO Box 30806
Knoxville, TN, USA 37930 
By phone:
Call 865-690-4941
Ads limited to Triumphs & Triumph parts/accessories.

HURRY! Space is limited, first received, first posted!

FOR SALE: 1978 Spitfire 1500
Parts Car or racing project. Good tub & Bon-
net. No engine. Transmission & drivetrain 
complete. Includes new left rear wing panel, 
never used. No Title - Sold with Bill of Sale only.
$300 Firm
Pete Van Horn, Terre Haute, Indiana
812-243-5233    iudent73@aol.com 

YOUR AD HERE 
Don't miss your 

opportunity to sell off your 
parts car or parts and 
turn them into CASH. 
Classified ads reach
 Triumph enthusiasts 

looking for cars & parts
that you have to spare. 

Place your ad today.
www.triumphspitfire.com/ads

%

FOR SALE: 1964 Spitfire Mk1
New top, QR steering Rack,carpets, door 
panels and many body panels. Australian 
lacewood dashboard, NO RUST Show ready, 
award winner, includes spare original engine 
free delivery within 150 miles, longer distances 
negotiable $ 7000.00 
Debbie Burleigh, Lebanon, Ohio  
513-379-9563  billburle1@embarqmail.com 

FOR SALE: Single Mikuni Carb  
Single Mikuni Carb setup purchased new 
from PRI for my Spitfire 1500. Everything 
included to bolt on and go. Asking $375.00.
Don Hotke, South Lyon, Michigan 
248-912-5425   lymtd@sbcglobal. net

PARTS FOR SALEPARTS FOR SALE

FOR SALE: GT6 Factory Shop Manual 
GT6 Factory Shop Manual. Good condition. 
Part Number 512947. Also includes Vitesse 
2-Litre. Issued by the Service Division of 
Standard-Triumph Sales Ltd, Coventry, Eng-
land.  $100 includes shipping anywhere in the 
Continental United States.   
Bob Romans, Greendale, Wisconsin
 rromans5@wi.rr.com

FOR SALE: 1st Edition Spitfire 
Competition Prep Manual

A well documented early racers prep manual 
with handwritten price list of parts (with dealer 
numbers) and more. Original 20 pages (yet 
complete), purchased with my TR3 in 1986. 
Has NPN-222 as original dealer part # on front 
cover. Mentions that competitive racing of 
Spitfires is only 6 months old at writing.   
Brian Lockwood, Portland, Oregon
 503-810-4110  

FOR SALE: GT6 Parts
Parting 1970 GT6. Many spares including 
fiberglass front clip, roll bar, complete set of 
wire wheels, seats, 2 sets of mag wheels, 
radiator, hatch and a clear CA title with com-
mission number   
Richard Routt, Myrtle Creek, Oregon
 541-863-6990   rar@routtrecruiting.com

PARTS WANTED
WANTED: 1500 Engine, Gearbox & 

Differential
Want 1500 engine, gearbox & diff for Spitfire 
rebuild project. Prefer in good or overhauled 
condition but rebuildable is OK.
Mick English, Australia
+61-2-6166-2316  mickenglish2@yahoo.com  
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AUTOJUMBLE
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AUTOJUMBLE

Performance Research Industries

1313 DUKE ST. STE. A
SUTHERLIN, OR, USA 97479

Phone  541-459-5442
info@prirace.com
www.prirace.com
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OIL LEAKS! 

 

Silicone Valve Cover Gaskets 
Triumph 
 Spitfire/Herald  $13.00 
 TR250/TR6   $15.00 
 TR2 -  4A   $15.00 
 GT6/Vitesse   $15.00 
MG 
 MGA/MGB   $13.00 
 Midget    $12.00 
 

Austin Healey / TVR / Mini and More! 

Use Coupon Code “Spitfire”, Save 10% 

Join us for the Wabash Valley Spit-Together 
in Terre Haute, Indiana; July 23-24-25, 2010 

Celebrating the 10th year of Spitfire & GT6 
specific gatherings. 

Enjoy three days of Hoosier Hospitality 
at the Crossroads of America and the 
1915 birthplace of the Contour Bottle.
Details at: www.wvbscc.org/nass/wvst

or call 812-229-0839

Doing for Ford Trucks what
Spitfire & GT6 Magazine 

does for Triumphs!

True Blue Trucks • Issue #1

$4.95/Canada US • $6.95 Mexico/AU
www.TrueBlueTrucks.com

Reader’s Stories | Tech Features | Event CoverageReader’s Stories | Tech Features | Event Coverage

Good Humor
Trucks...

Delivering
Memories

Good Humor
Trucks...

Delivering
Memories

2009 F-100
Supernationals

2009 F-100
Supernationals

From the publishers of
Spitfire & GT6 Magazine:

True Blue Trucks
and Bronco Driver 

magazines

For more information, 
call 800-487-3333 

or visit 

TrueBlueTrucks.com
BroncoDriver.com

Subscribe Today!
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AUTOJUMBLE
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Magna Blast features 
built-in water heat-
ing, highly portable 
wheeled frames and 
quality machinery, 
Magnum makes the 
most durable and 
toughest hot-high 
pressure cleaning systems affordable for 
every enthusiast.
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And try our package deals to get ads on TriumphSpitfire.com, 
one of the highest Triumph traffic sites on the web! 

Reach an international Triumph enthusiast...
Advertise in the Spitfire & GT6 Magazine Autojumble!
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Tee-Shirts

Small, Medium, 
Large,  X-Large, 

XX-Large

15 each
Price includes US shipping

Digital Back Issues on CD

www.triumphspitfi re.cwww.triumphspitfi re.cwww.triumphspitfi re.com 
or   800-487-3333 

.

 
$2995 each CD
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Send us anything about your Spitfire, GT6, Herald, Vitesse and Sports6
info@triumphspitfire.com 

or 
P.O. Box 30806, 

Knoxville, TN USA 37930-0806

Tell us about your car!

See all our other models at:
www.MagnumClean.com 

or call: 1-800-963-4486

Magna Blast features 
built-in water heat-
ing, highly portable 
wheeled frames and 
quality machinery, 
Magnum makes the 
most durable and 
toughest hot-high 
pressure cleaning systems affordable for 
every enthusiast.

Get it Magnum Clean!

And try our package deals to get ads on TriumphSpitfire.com, one 
of the highest Triumph traffic sites on the web! 

Reach an international Triumph enthusiast...
Advertise in the Spitfire & GT6 Magazine Autojumble!

call: 
1-865-690-4941
email to:
johng@triumphspitfire.com

mail to:
Spitfire & GT6 Magazine
P.O. Box 30806
Knoxville, TN USA 37930

Tee-Shirts

Small, Medium, 
Large,  X-Large, 

XX-Large
$15 each

Price includes US shipping

Digital Back Issues on CD

www.triumphspitfire.com 
or    800-487-3333 

Back issues 1-12, or 13-24, including many out 
of print, are available on CD's in PDF� format.

 
$1995 each CD

AUTOJUMBLEAUTOJUMBLE



800-667-7872 MossMotors.com

EVERYTHING
TRIUMPH SPITFIRE

FOR YOUR

CUSTOMER LOYALTY PROGRAM
SPEND $1,500 AND ENJOY 10% OFF
ORDERS FOR ONE
YEAR AND YOUR
OWN DEDICATED 
SALES PERSON.

FREE
CATALOGS
PAGES & PAGES
OF PARTS AND 
INFORMATION.

FEATURED PRODUCTS

WATCH VIDEOS ON TOPICS INCLUDING
HOW-TO AND PRODUCT SPOTLIGHTS, 
SUBSCRIBE AND GET
UPDATES WHEN NEW 
VIDEOS ARE POSTED.

E-NEWS
BREAKING EMAIL NEWS
ABOUT SALES, SPECIAL 
PRICING, CLOSE-OUT
OFFERS, NEW PRODUCTS AND OUR
LATEST VIDEOS ON MOSSTV.

FORUM
SHARE YOUR INSIGHT, EXPERIENCE AND 
PASSION ON OUR MOSS FORUM. LEARN
FROM OTHERS, JUST CHAT OR BROWSE
THE CARS FOR SALE. OVER 17K MEMBERS.

MossMotors.com/Forum

TECH SERVICES
CHECK OUT TECH TIPS ONLINE OR TECH
SERVICES DEPT
FOR PERSONAL 
SERVICE.

5 Speed Conversion Kits
If you plan on driving your classic, installing 
a 5 speed transmission will make the car 
much more enjoyable at highway speeds. 
Using the popular Ford T9 gearbox, the 
installation is reversible with minimal 
modifications to the frame or transmission 
tunnel. Get better fuel economy, less engine 
wear and easier shifts.

MkIV    Moss# 440-187
1500    Moss# 440-185

Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems
Ideal system for your car if you live where winter road conditions are 
harsh. Lifetime guaranteed against corrosion only.

1973-’74    Moss# 862-180
1975-’77    Moss# 862-190

Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems



BRITISH PARTS NORTHWEST

Filter Air GT6

Triumph GT6, All Years
Part #GFE1051
Price: $11.75

Fuel Tank Spitfire 71-80

Triumph Spitfire, 1971-1980
Part #RKC3395
Price: $159.00

Float Zeinith-Stromberg
Carburetor Nitrophyl

Part #B19470N
Price: $19.95

Mirror Chrome Bullet

#GAM105
Price: $32.70

British Parts Northwest
4105 SE Lafayette Hwy.
Dayton, Oregon 97114

Ph: 503-864-2001  Fax: 503-864-2081

“Big Enough to Serve, Small Enough
To Care About Your British Car!”

www.BPNorthwest.com

We proudly offer products from these fine companies:
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