CAR and DRIVER
ROAD TEST

Triumph builds a
four-seater sports
car with a smooth

six-cylinder engine

Interiog of the Hports Siz ds slmple and nicely Anldied, The controis are well
placed and the few Lut baisle butruments are easily resd. Dashboard is waluuni,

Triumph Sports Six

Stun:lﬂ:d-'l‘r]um ph has made an outstonding  car
whiel doea not belampe in any normal catogory and
may, pechaps, belong in several eategorles, gz the re-
guirements it fille are unusually varied. Ti iz & light
four=seator with ample luggage copacity and an excop-
tionelly smooth and cconomical engine which gives it a
top specd of 897 mph. The company bas nol beoken new
pround in creating the Sports Six, for small aix-cylin-
dor models wers popular in Englond during the 1¥30s,
But must be eomplimented for re-intooducing 1L

The new Sporis Six s pacticulavly importand, as it
shows [hat ono of Britain's largest manufaciurers be-
Tieves in a revivol of the small gix-oylinder engine, not
[or eompetltion ears But fora popular imodel, In recent
times, improved engine-mounting metheds and materi-
als have contribuled vastly o ovéreaming the inhonent
seeondary  harmonie unbalange of four-cylinder cn
gines, but e six-cylinder unit nevertheless aflers bet-
tor halunee wnd improved smoeothness, detectible aven
by passengers, which helps redues noise and vibration
throughout the deive Lrain

The Sports Sy englne is decived from the two-liter
Vanguard six, with its bore reduced from 2.94 Inches
to 383 Inches, Vonpuoard cronkshallt and  cosnecting
rods are used without alteeations: The small=bore ver-
sion has an improved cooling svalemn, as il alloars water
piszagesd betwedn oll cylinders (the Vonguord éngine
has stamesed bores). Fitting thi=s power unit into the
Triwmph 1200 chassis hay been neatly accomplished, s1=
theugh the installation above the front crdss-member
has necesgitoled the wse of a sharply stepped oil sump,
reducing il capacity from 104 pints in the Vanguard
tes sl g used in the mew Trivmph Sports Six.

DECCMEEER, 1042

The enging starts as:instanily sz the four-evlinder
1200°: {(June C/D) and idles smoothly. It alse has
good response Lo the throttle, in spite of the cable con-
tral o the twin Soelex carburetors.

The added power has hod a tremendolss influsnee on
ihe car's hondling chavacteristics. The exira 130 pounds
o e front wheels has improved dircetional stability,
pnd also slightly increased the initinl understeer. In
tight corners, it is invarkably the vear end which breaks
loose, bal even when steering left on o right-fiand
correr on nowel road; the car fell stable and was under
full control. ‘The very quick rack-and-pinios steering

Tow and narcow dewnflow-type madister hag amall luader fank
montted above the stake manifold to get It Ligh enongh.
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TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX cownwep

has comparetively low returm aclion and no play at all,

The stoering box is carricd on special rubber mount-
ings In order to reduee the iranuference of rosil shocks
It permits onlv %-kneh movement and will remoin 16
pomition even Hf 1he rubbor should callapse,

Springing iz ficm and body. roll negligible, Tho re-
piilt §n patisfactory for both comfort and stability on
good surlaces, but on rough surfaces the car dances and
{2 often displaced sidownys, on sbraight strolchiss as
voll B on Curves,

(earbox operation was fairly smooth in spile of its
ool being fully run in, spd the lever is corréelly placed.
The indires ratios are not completely =ilest—a disome=
ey mude possible by the smoothness of the engine—
aned st pese is not synchronlzed, but could be engaged
caally by double-clubching, without fear of expensive
nokees, Keverse ts focated left of ficst, and requires
downward pressure on the lover (o be engogued,

he Sports Six has a beefed-up frame compansd with

the 1200, and the whole construction iz more rigid,
We deove the car on geveral Fainy days and found no
water leaks anywhere, The asnly water that got inside
crept i theougl the hoalf=opan venl windows in thi
doors, The test eor had o ratties ane gave iin Impres-
slon of having been put togother with greal cave,

Inetrinmentation is simple but well laid out, In con=
trael wilh the TH-4, ihe Sportd Six hoz o headlight
flasher, but the windshield wipers have only one speed
—a dizodvantage an 8 car cagprable of almost 100 mph,
with & comforioble $0-mph crulsing speed,

The wiew from the driver's seal s exeellont, The
popls were on the hard side, but once in the right posi-
tiom would not tire the deiver. We would alio lihke the
front seals Lo glve moree literal support. Seat adjust-

Cornering Behavior of the Sports S0 10 good and the rering-
sxle papT smEpension’s inherent eversteer is pmof & probhiem.

ment offers o large number of possibilitics, but only
foreeand=afl changes can be made while the car i in
mathn. Backrest-angle changes roquire hond G600,
but are relatively guick enee you have made up your
mind Lo make thems,

Entry o the front seats s very casy, bul as rear-seal
legroom (& ghort and the doors do not match the pas-
snpe, rear=deat pasaengers need some agility.

Ad on the 1200, eogine acocssibility is very good, the
forward=tilting hood permitting evorything uhder it
1o be repched fakely cavily from either side.

The Sparts Six iz oven casier to drive than the 1200,
its more Rexible engine requiring fewer gear changes,
whieh ghould Increaze s appeal to female drivers. The
sporly male will find it a nbnbly and responsive car of
far prenter wsciulness thon o two=seates, aned yel i
moy prove to kove some ¢ompetition potentinl beyond
its abviows swtability na o rally car,

TRIUMPH SFORTS SIX ENGINE;
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