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Valuations FOR Enthusiasts BY Enthusiasts

Is Your Classic
Car Agreed
Value Protected?
lassic Values have been in the business of valuing classic cars, especially
Triumphs for over 20 years.
Classic Values offers a quick and easy
independent postal valuation of your
classic for agreed value insurance, at a very
reasonable cost.
Classic Values independent valuations are
accepted by all leading insurance brokers.
Classic Values also offers advice and
support in times of claim disputes and
other insurance problems.

For a peace of mind, independent valuation &
information about our services please call
(0) 1249 464965 or
e-mail at johnyg4@hotmail.com
Service available in the UK and Northern Ireland only

from the editor

S

omething’s New!

By now you have probably noticed the new look of the
magazine. You better have noticed!!! We have searched high and
low and have found a new printer for Spitfire & GT6 Magazine
that can show off your car the way it should be seem. Of course,
with all good things there is a down side... actually more than
one. The costs are higher but we believe worth it.
Another problem with this type of printing is the photographs have to be of much better quality. Without going into the
technical details, the photos must be larger. Keep that in mind
when sending files; make them HUGE! If you have any doubts,
send us prints or negs.
Something else
is new around here.
Tom, my business
partner, purchased
his first Spitfire! A
wonderfully solid
79 with a Weber,
new top and many
suspension mods. I
am jealous how
reliable it is compared to mine.
Lately I have heard many stories about
A glamour shot
how when he gets home from work the car
of Tom’s new toy
won’t be in the garage! His wife will “steal”
and my old toy.
it because, as she says, “people really notice
you in this car!”
This weekend Tom taught his 15 year
old son how to drive a stick in it. Big mistake, Tom! I get the
feeling that he will never see the car again!
Another thing new in our lives is, for the few out there who
haven’t heard, my wife and I are expecting the first member to
the Goethert Racing Team pit crew in April. Look for baby photos in the next issue.
The name? Hint: it is the name of a British car company of
the 60’s. Oh yea, and it a family name but that doesn’t sound as
fun.
I have heard many stories of people selling their Spitfires
the day they find out about their upcoming addition. I don’t
know but I believe some use it as a excuse to get rid of a car
they didn’t really enjoy working on. There will definitely be less
money to keep Kermit alive but we do our best.
With it getting cold, put your Spit (or GT6 or both) to bed,
grab a few back issues of Spitfire Magazine and settle in daydreaming of next Spring! And keep sending “stuff” to us.

John Goethert
editor
p.s. Thank you everyone who has sent in articles for this issue.
And to those whose stories did not make it in time to get into
this issue, they will appear in the next issue.
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Mailbox
ond magazine. You have great articles and great pictures of Spitfires.
Thank you very much.
Don K. Smith
Franklin NC.

John,
I was glad to find the latest
issue in today’s mail, as always.
It was quite a surprise to see my
picture on page 65. My wife and I
own the Rollback truck that is pictured helping to get #49 into it’s
trailer. We have worked with our
truck for about 8 years at all of the
SCCA and vintage races. We are
also big Spitfire fans and longtime
owners. We have owned Spitfires
for about 30 years. I rebuilt a GP
race car in 1970 and attended two
SCCA drivers schools. Since then
we have owned about 30 triumphs,
mostly Spitfires and GT6s but also
TR3s, TR4s, a TR7 and a TR8.
We raced a FP Spit at Summit
Point and my wife won two
MARRS championships with that
car. We still have it and a street
Spitfire. Keep up the good work
on this magazine!
Ken Harwood
Hi John!
Got the new issue of Spitfire
& GT6 today-every issue is better
than the last!
I loved all the pictures and the
report on the Spit-Together-next
year, have it out here! I noticed,
looking through all the show
reports-back east, there’s actually
trophies for Spitfires/GT6s! This is
almost unheard of out here! (And
when the San Diego British Car
people actually have an award for
Spitfires/GT6s, they seem to forget
to order trophies for us! And only
us! That’s why I’m boycotting this
year. That’s another story...)
A note on the interior detailing-Susan left out the wood care-I
like to clean the wood (and on mine
it’s still original and in pretty good
shape) with Formby’s once a year

and
then oil it with
Old English once a week, when I
do the rest of the car. Looks greatand I’m one of those people who
never puts the top up!
I would also like to suggest
airplane polish “Astro Shield” for
the exterior-works wonderfully-use
according to directions. Also works
great on chrome!
One final tip-I love the
Armour All Wipes! No overspray
and just the right amount and control for those hard to reach areas
(where the dash meets with the
windshield.)
Well, this weekend, “Nigel”
will be getting a ‘new’ transmission
as he misses having 1st gear very
much! A Spitfire friend is doing the
work, but I’ll be there to assist and
to learn-I’ve never done such a big
repair on my own-just little things
like fuel pumps, water pumps-stuff
like that. No, we’re not upgrading
to overdrive-finally got over that
one! The car runs and drives wonderfully without it.
Keep up the good work!
Laura G. (and Nigel)
in Sunny Southern California
Dear John,
I have now received my copy
of Spitfire & GT6, then the next
day I received the 2 back issues.
Thank you very much and I am
enjoying the articles very much. It
was worth the wait.
PS The thoughts and prayers of all
Australian’s are with your entire
nation at this terrible time.
Regards,
Bruce Astbury
Victoria, Australia
(sent September 13, 2001)
Hi,
I just wanted to drop you a line
and tell you what a great magazine
you have. I just bought my first
Spitfire and just received my sec-

Story Requests

“Can you print specs and technical drawings for Triumph’s “special” tools? I have
access to a machine shop and would like to build such items as a hub puller.”
–David Griffith
“How about an article in an upcoming issue that details the steps, materials, and
tools needed to retro-fit a chrome bumper onto a rubber bumper car?”
–Bryan Dickson
“Can anyone do an article telling how to add a Oxygen sensor/mixture gauge?”
–John
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CORRECTIONS
Hi,
Just received Volume 2,
Number 2 and as always it's a real
delight. Great photos and articles -keep up the good work. Spitfire &
GT6 is slowly (well, maybe not so
slowly) working its way into position as the magazine I look forward
to the most.
One off the wall comment: the
photos on page 74 aren’t from
Britain on the Green, but rather
were (I believe) taken at the June
24th 2001 “Original British Car
Day” at Allen Pond Park in Bowie,
Maryland. Ralph Jannelli gets to
so many of the shows, he must
have gotten his photos mixed up.
My car, a carmine 1976
Triumph Spitfire 1500 was at both
shows (it’s the red car in the upper
right photo on the page) and I’m
one of the Capital Triumph
Register’s committee members for
Britain on the Green. The tent
behind the two yellow Spitfires in
the the upper left photo on page 74
does belong to the Capital Triumph
Register, but we had it set up at
Bowie as an info booth for our
club.
Again, thank you for a fantastic magazine! Keep up the great
work.
Art Fournier
GT6 RACER UPDATE
Hi John ,
Just a note to let you know I have
not forgotten to write that update
on my GT-6 race car project. Up to
this point all I have done is gather
parts and disassemble the car. I am
sending you a couple of pics of the
new/old frame that I plan to use.
Unfortunately it is a little rusty but
it is the best I can do coming from
the Midwest . The rust is not very
bad and the replacement of the outriggers will take car of it no problem. I did autocross my GT-6 one
last time in July before the finally
teardown . I had taken about 250
lbs out of the car by stripping
everything except the tach and
steering wheel out of the car. I also
had cut out doors and lots of nonrunning gear junk out from under
the hood. For about 35 seconds the
car was blisteringly fast then the #4
rod bearing decided to part ways
and I had to shut it down. I knew it
was about do it but I would have
liked to get one clean run. The
funny thing was even though I had
to coast a 1/3 of the track I still
won first in class and had one of
the better times of the day. The car
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was a quite impressive with all that
dead weight off of it. Can’t wait to
get it fully built with some real
horsepower and go onto the track.
Let you know more soon,
Andrew (Stark)
AIR SHOCKED
John, Ted, et al,
I’ll take one more shot at finalizing this ongoing debate.
Yes, I know this air shock conversion is, to use Mr. Schumacher’s
phrase, “a crutch”. The later model
Spitfires need a crutch for the rear
end. If they didn’t, there wouldn’t
be so many people looking for a
solution. I would never have done
the research and installed the
Monroes on top of my brand new
spring close to 10 years ago.
I wrote in the original article,
and have subsequently told people
by email, this is NOT, REPEAT
NOT, a fix for a tired or broken
rear spring. It is NOT a solution for
a race car. These shocks are NOT
designed to support the full weight
of the vehicle. They do what air
shocks are supposed to do by supplying a little extra support. They
assist the main spring.
Anyone who knows me,
knows I drive the dog water out of
my Spit. I don’t intentionally abuse
it, but when I do drive it, it’s done
in a spirited manner. These shocks
have seen a couple hundred
autocross runs. Close to 10 years
after the shock installation, I still
haven’t broken any shock attachment points.
I know this is not a “correct
solution”. A correct solution would
be an uprated spring. If Mr.
Schumacher, or anyone with the
proper resources, ever makes a better
spring, I’ll be one of the first in line
with a hand full of cash to buy one.
In the mean time, try them or
not. There’s no permanent modification necessary. They’re not terribly expensive. They work for a lot
of Spit drivers, but they may not be
right for every person.
I’ve had my say.
Charlie Brown
ps. John, thanks for the great publication and providing this forum for
Spitfire owners. I don’t want to get
into “flame” warfare with Mr.
Schumacher (for whom I still have
great respect) or anyone else over
this issue. A good, open discussion
presents the information and lets
the readers decide for themselves.
When it comes to these cars, nothing is carved in stone.
HELLO FROM FRANCE
Hi all you Spitfire owners in
America. I have been on to your
(Triumphspitfire.com) web site and
wonder if I can join in with you. I
am almost finished rebuilding my

Mailbox
fourth Spitfire, I rebuilt two Mk
IVs and a 1500 while living in
England and now live in South
West France. I found a French
registered 1500 in May this year
and as I said have almost finished
the rebuild. It was built in
February 1980 so could have
been amongst the last built by
British Leyland. Although it was
a European export there seems to
be quite a few modifications that
were applicable to the American
exports. I look forward to hearing
from everyone.
Jack Lytton
+33 (05) 63941620
lytton@wanadoo.fr
NEW ENGINE!
I just finished multiple projects to get my Spit where it's at
today. The first misfortune was
the motor went, and a whole lot
of thought process weighing out
my options had to be made. A
rebuild was very costly and timely,....I was at a dead end until I
got very lucky and found PRI
"Performance Research
Industries" out of Ca. This find
changed everything and pointed
me in a very positive direction. I
made numerous calls to PRI and
spoke with Chris Cancelli concerning my problem, what a
knowledgeable person, and when
any question came up, he
answered me in a way that made
me very comfortable, and he
made sure that I understood.
I couldn’t of found anyone
that would have been more helpful, and he gave me quite an education on everything I ever
thought I knew. These people are
very helpful, timely, and understand exactly what you need.
PRI’s products are at the highest
level of quality that you will ever
find,...and definitely priced fairly.
I ordered the “STAGE 1” engine
with a “STAGE 2” cam, 10:1
compression, and their own lightened fly wheel. The list of things
they do their engines is to long to
list (just go into their web site and
see for yourself at
www.PRIRACE.COM) Then I
chose to go with their “QUAD
KEIHIN” carbs to enhance my
engine to it’s fullest. Well, as I’m
typing this letter, all can say is
WoW!...........that would be the
best explanation that I could give
about my Spitfire now. Most people are speechless when they look
under the bonnet...I myself still
get that way when I look. The car
really runs, now it’s much more
fun to drive,...and yes, I’ve
already made fools out of a few
people that thought they would
run by me...their still wondering
what happened. You want to

know how I spend my free time,
I'm driving my fast beautiful
Spitfire, and if I’m not driving,
I’m sitting on my porch with a
stack of Spitfire/Gt6 Magazines
on my lap.
What a great magazine. I’m
sending you a few photos and
hope you can use this article &
pictures in the magazine.
Thank You,
Jim Gray
Camp Hill, Pa
NEED HELP
I just subscribed!
Can you help me find out
what wheels are on one of the
1500 Spitfires you are showing a
photo of, please? The best looking wheels I've ever seen on a
Triumph are on David A. West's
Florida '77 1500. They're eightspokes with knock-offs -gorgeous. I want some for my
Minnesota '76 Spit-6! ('73 drivetrain, white, perfect shape but for
a couple dings I’ll get fixed for
next season before I send you a
few photos -with and without a
bikini model, no less, if I can
only get those great wheels!)
Perhaps you’d be so kind as to
forward this to him so he can
email me the answer? Thank
you!
Forrest Harstad,
Mini-Apple, Minnesota
Hi John,
Please pass this on to
Forrest. First, thanks for the nice
comments about my wheels!
I bought the wheels on my
'77 from a guy who raced Spits in
the SCCA many years ago.
He passed away 5 or 6 years ago.
His name was Jim Stark. The
Buccanneer Region of the SCCA
has a memorial race in his name
each year at Roebling Road near
Savannah. The wheels were
made in the mid 1960s. When
I bought the wheels around 12
years ago, he told me they were
made by American Racing. They
are made of magnesium and are
very light. Magnesium is a highly reactive metal and these were
severely pitted when I bought
them. Since the photo on the
website was taken, I have cleaned
them up considerably, repainted

the black portions and clearcoated
the rim. They look much better
than the photo. You can also see
the cross-drilled rotors through
the spokes.
I don't think American
Racing makes these any longer,
but these are very similar to the
“Minilites” that Victoria British
sells. The knock-offs are actually
some bits that I bought at a Pep
Boys. The center of the wheel
has about a 2" diameter threaded
hole. I fabricated a piece of PVC
that slides into the hold and the
knockoffs bolt to that piece. The
wheels are bolted on like the original steel wheels, but special lug
nuts are used. The wheels are
13" x 5.5" and I am currently running 175/70R13 tires. I've run
185/60R13s, but I like the better
highway gearing I get running the
taller tires. The handling is better
than the stock 155/80s, but not
quite as good as the 60 series.
Forrest could probably buy
the Victoria British wheels and
attach his own knock-offs to simulate the look.
Sincerely,
David A. West
LOST LOVE
I have been on a very long
search for a Spitfire that I once
owned over 10 years ago.
Car was sold by me (in running condition) in 1991 in Vail,
Colorado for...(kick myself
MANY times) $150.00 I believe
that the license plate on the vehicle at the time was: Colorado
state # KWF-923
It was Pageant Blue. The
“Spitfire 1500” decal on the hood
was NOT a decal. I masked it off
and painted it myself with silver
spray paint.
On the bonnet, at the back of
the drivers side wheel well, the
very corner of it had been bent
inward when a tire came off (long
story, but it wasn’t MY fault). I
had bent the metal back into its
original position, sanded it, and
sprayed it with grey primer.
Had an unusual Grey-blue
top.
I know, you would think that
with all that info I would know
the VIN number too, but I don't :(
Unfortunately I’m in no
position to repurchase the car if it
was available, but I would like to
know where she is. I had
the kind of attachment to her
that makes my heart wrench
when I imagine her rotting in
a junk yard somewhere.
Thanks,
Jon Brook
Anyone having any info, let us
know. I will pass on. –John

Quarterly or Monthly?
Hi!
Well, I’ll probably never get my
picture on your website (yet alone the
magazine) and you might cancel my
subscription, for what I’m about to
say...I’m somewhat disappointed. To
begin with, when I found out about
your magazine I was ecstatic, however, 3 magazines later, I became confused wondering why you had sent
me a renewal notice in the mail. I
thought I paid for an entire year of 12
issues (I bet this won’t make the
“Mailbox” page!). I like the magazine so much that I reluctantly paid
again.
I won’t ask for 19 issues nor a
prorated refund, but I will ask that this
be printed so that I will know and others will know as well, that we are subscribing to a magazine that is honest
and true to it’s subscribers. A magazine that can take a little criticism
albeit negative criticism, but not be
afraid to print a retraction or an apology to it’s beloved subscribers.
Secondly, and this could be my
error, I sent several pictures of my car
and none have appeared on the website! Why?
I wish to continue with your magazine. I treasure each and every issue
as much as I treasure my beloved
Spitfire! I have two loves in my life,
one, I married, the other I drive!
Sincerely
SpitfireDon
Don, We do occasionally receive
email from people not realizing as you
did that the magazine was a quarterly.
It comes out every three months (more
or less, I do it as my second job). We
would love to make it a monthly and
may in the future but magazine printing is EXTREMELY expensive. After a
year and a half we are just now
breaking even... up until now it has
been funded by money that comes out
of Tom and my “Spitfire Repair
Funds” (currently, my Spit running
very poorly...a disgrace for the editor
of the Spitfire Magazine!)
I will print ANY letter anyone
sends us. Though it is not fun, I have
to look at criticism as a learning time
for both readers and ourselves.
Letters (or anything sent to us) may
not go into the very next issue but will
eventually make it in.
Although it is not possible to build
this magazine with zero defects, my
goal is to have EVERY reader 100%
satisfied.
John

WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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Your Source for
Automotive Shop
Manuals and Books
TRIUMPH SPITFIRE
Spitfire & GT6 ‘A Collector’s Guide’ by Graham
Robson. Indepth information about Spit/GT6 models, racing
history, and tech specs. 128 pgs. hardcover
$ 28
Guide to Originality by John Thomason. This book is
a concours Spitfire owner's/restorer's must have book.;
160 pgs, hardcover
$ 35
Triumph Spitfire by Michael Cook. Covering Triumph
Spitfire & GT6 history; 144 pgs,
$ 22
62-80 Spitfire Gold Portfolio by Brooklands Books.
Almost every magazine review of the Spitfire from Oct.
1966 to 1973, 180 pages
$ 24
Mk3 Owners Handbook glovebox sized reprint $ 11
Mk4 Owners Handbook glovebox sized reprint $ 13
1500 Maintenance Handbook glovebox, reprint $ 38
62-81 Spitfire Haynes Manual

$ 17

69-80 Spitfire Workshop Manual glovebox sized
owners workshop manual 185 pgs.

$ 15

Spitfire 1500 75-80 Official Repair Operation
Manual step by step repair/troubleshooting 216 pgs.$ 38
Mk4 Official Repair Operation Manual

$ 38

Competition Preparation Manual by Triumph for all
Spitfires MK1-1500; 64 pgs.
$ 11
Mk1-3 Official Workshop Manual, reprint of factory
manual, incl Herald 1200, 12/50, 13/60 Vitesse 272 pgs $ 40
Mk1 & 2 Spare Parts Catalog

$ 50

Mk3 Spare Parts Catalog Official 224 pages

$ 38

SU Carburetor Tuning Manual, 168 pages

$ 18

TRIUMPH GT6
66-74 GT6 Gold Portfolio, 172 pgs of old magazine
articles, compiled by Brooklands
$ 25
71-74 GT6 Parts Catalogue official Triumph

$ 28

GT6 Mk1-3 Shop Manual, Factory Official,

$ 48

Mk1 Owners Handbook glovebox size, 72 pgs. $ 11
Mk2 & GT6+ Owners Manual glovebox 64 pgs $ 11
Mk3 Owners Handbook glovebox size, 66 pgs.

$ 11

Competition Preparation Manual for Mk1 & 2 $ 11
SU Carburetor Tuning Manual, 168 pages

$ 18

add $3.20 shipping for each US order.

phone:

(865) 690-1737

P.O. Box 30806
Knoxville, TN 37930

Order online at BritishToolbox.com
8

Book Review

Competition Preparation Manual
By British Leyland Corp., 64 pages, $11, £7
I have always enjoyed reading the
Competition Preparation Manual. I used to
scourer it looking for any racing trick that I
could use on my street car. Some things apply
and some don’t. Probably best for dreaming
about the future Spit racer I will build one
day.
I have to keep telling myself that this
book is not for the beginner. The section
dealing with depth micing is exciting reading but quickly reminds me I am way out of my
league.
Also, much machining and welding is described in this book. I do not have a
welder or machining equipment that the book assumes I would. I suppose if I were
building a car like this I would have all the required tools.
If you are not a closet racer like me, there are a few things about the book that
could be confusing to the experienced racer. Most are due to the fact the book was
written in the late 60’s and early 70’s.
One example is it often refers to Triumph part numbers. “Replace with part
number XXXX”. Where in the world would I get part number XXXX?
Another thing that makes this book less than optimal is that if often refers to
specific S.C.C.A. rules. I
would have to assume that
many if not all rules have
been changed in S.C.C.A.
and would probably not
apply to other sanctioning
bodies.
There are a few things
that could apply to the Street
Spitfire. GT6 brakes would
have to help stop my Spit
better. Also, the book recommends changing the stock
radiator with an aluminum
Chevrolet Corvette radiator
with much reworking (of
course).
Though it has limited
applications to the non-race
Spitfire at only $11 it is very
interesting reading especially
if you don’t mind being
reminded how much you
have to learn. ■
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LBC News

STOLEN SPITFIRES

Although we don’t think about it much it does happen. Anyone having ANY information please contact the owners or us at
info@triumphspitfire.com. If you have had a British car stolen and would like to post it online also let us know.
car

from where

when

Comm # or License

1978 Spitfire

Chadron, Nebraska

Sept 15, 2001

VIN 72522U

contact

Jim Knispel
jknispel@alltel.net
Tel: 308-534-5483
“Tonight I sit with a heavy heart. I lost my Little Blue friend Saturday night. It was a blue 1978 Triumph Spitfire 1500, We've
known each other for 21 years. You don't know the gut wrenching feeling of seeing the garage door open and your Little Blue
friend missing. This is something you always think happens to someone else. It really doesn't sink in until it happens to you. My
Little Blue Spitfire, all original (60K) and fiberglass hardtop were stolen on Sept 15, 2001 in Chadron, NE. It had a Nebraska
personal license plate with the word TRIUMPH on it. I'm still hoping to get it back. I am asking (pleading) with all of you out
there in Triumph world to please help Little Blue come home. Thanks. Sincerely, Jim”
car

from where

when

Comm # or License

contact

1970 Mk3 Spitfire

West Dulwich London SE21

Saturday 20th October

Reg PKW 474J

Angus Slyfield
52 Martell Rd
West Dulwich
London SE21
Tel: 020 8761 0537
gus@inca-uk.com

“If anybody has any info it would be greatly appreciated!”

NO MORE VINTAGE RACING, LEGENDS OF MOTORSPORT OR F1 ON SPEEDVISION?

The Fox Sports-owned network acquired control of Speedvision this summer. Long known for emphasizing open-wheel racing and several lesser-known series, Speedvision plans an overhaul under its new ownership with an emphasis on NASCAR.
Fox Sports joined NBC/Turner this year as network partners on stock-car telecasts, paying $2.4 billion over the next six years
for broadcast rights. Soon after that deal was signed, principals at Fox and NASCAR began talks for their cable venture.
“We don't think it can be just NASCAR 24 hours a day out of the gate,” said Paul Brooks, executive at sanctioning body
NASCAR. “It will have some other racing elements. That's probably the right mix to get us started.”
“We’re going to completely re-introduce the network,” says Jim Liberatore, the network’s 39-year-old president. “It will
have a new look, new name, new graphics, new everything. We have big plans in store.”
“This allows Fox to recoup some of its investment (in NASCAR), and it offers fans a chance to see a lot more racing,” says
Legg, Mason Wood Walker Inc. analyst Breck Wheeler. “This is a precursor to what will become the NASCAR Channel, for all
intents and purposes.”
The Fox Sports-owned network, now known as Speedvision, will move to Charlotte, North Carolina early next year to
office and studio space in Pine Brook Business Park’s MediaComm complex from Stamford, Connecticut. The company is
expected to employ 50 people.
The drawing card for Speedvision is NASCAR's hub around Lowe’s Motor Speedway. “The whole reason for moving to
Charlotte is the direction of our NASCAR partnership,” Liberatore says. “We need access to the drivers, their teams, the
garages.” He isn’t certain how much space the headquarters will require or how much the move will cost. He expects to hire
some staff locally, though an undetermined number of production employees may relocate to Charlotte.

SU FACTORY IN ENGLAND CLOSED

A closure date has been confirmed for the SU factory in Birmingham. In early November 2001 the site closed its doors for
the last time.
However, there is no need to worry about the supply of your SU products and spares as the folks at Burlen have a continued
program of manufacture and supply of all genuine new SU items. “Burlen Fuel Systems has been acquiring the tooling and
manufacturing right for SU products over the last 12 years” assured managing director John Burnett. “We now have ALL the
tooling necessary to continue to supply the complete range of SU carburetors, pumps and spares. ■
WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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SPECIAL INTEREST IN SPITFIRES

In the August 2001 issue of SAI, a Hemmings publication, there is nice
write-up about the 1966 MkII Spitfire. Written by Michael Cook, advertising
manager for Standard-Triumph in the 60’s, the article is an overview of early
Spitfires and features the beautiful BRG Spit owned by Ed Abbot. The cover
proudly boasts that the Spitfire is the “Masterpiece for the Masses”!
–Richard Lentinello, Special Interest Auto Magazine

TIME FOR A DRIVE?

With this clock in his work shop, made from an early Spitfire hubcap,
Howard Baugues will never be able to use the excuse “I didn’t come in sooner
because I didn’t know what time is was, Honey”

EMAIL WITH SPITFIRE STYLE

“Want to have your email as yourname@spitfire.net? For those who don't know,
there is an internet service provider (ISP) in Indiana called SpitFire Communications,
Inc. Unlimited internet, email, and webspace. The company is not based on the cars, but
I still like the name.” www.spitfire.net
–Mike A. Japp, Florida
ELECTRIFYING!

“Spotted a Spitfire in the doctors office magazine today. The magazine was Appalachian
Today, the Appalachian State University Magazine, Fall 2001 edition. A student there had converted a '63 Spit to electric power. Only a couple of pics, and one short paragraph.”
–Mark Beaver, North Carolina

“I plan to
use this as my
regular car.
Someday I would
like to make it
solar powered.”
–Anthony Parker

AND THE WINNER IS...

“I recently picked up a brochure put out by the Virginia
International Raceway and noticed that the cover photo
shows an early Spitfire leading a Chevron (?) and an Aston
Martin out of the corner!”
–Bob Spruck, Georgia
10
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Little Bits of Spits
(GT)6 TIMES THE CARGO ROOM

“John, the trailer is hand made out of a Lowes 4x5 trailer and then I got a small
plastic car and made a water prof. box to fit in the car body. Then I made a fiberglass top
that opens like the hood of a car. The trailer is for carrying what ever you want. I personally use it to carry my camping gear to events such as The Roadster Factory Summer
Party. Once I get to where ever I am going, it turns into a mobile ice chest (ha ha ha).”
–Otto Kemp (from the Rumble-B Garage)

MARKING HIS TERRITORY

Quite an unusual event today, My wife and I just
gave our two dogs (one was very old, and the other I
hated!) to my step-son who wanted to take care of the animals. He was happy and we were too for about a week.
We both had been looking for a new dog without the
other’s knowledge. We went to PetSmart for flea spray for the cats today, and my wife (devious
little girl) conned me to going to the area where dogs were kept for adoption. My attention was
immediately drawn to a little pup; brown with a black mask.” Awww honey, look at this guy”. I
looked up at the tag on the pen, 10 weeks old, WHOA, named “SPITFIRE” !!!!!!! “OK honey,
we have to have this guy”. She says, “ Wait a minute, I thought you would just look”, “I think he
might be a big dog”. “Nah, look at his paws, not too big”, turning to ask the volunteer if she knew anything about his lineage.
“Sure”, she says, “half St. Bernard, half yellow lab”. “Nah, Honey, he won’t get too big, Labs don’t get that big”. (Snicker)
She insisted on eating lunch and talking this over. We returned in 45 minutes to get the dog, HE HAS JUST BEEN ADOPTED! I declined another dog and tried to hide my disappointment with a little smile. My wife and I began to walk away when I
heard, “WAIT”. “IF you want the dog, we can take his brother (who looked much more
Lab than the very St. Bernard looking ‘Spitfire’. I spun on my heels, said, “Are you
sure?” “Yep”, the reply. Well Spitfire has a new home, and even the cats have somewhat accepted him. I will be figuring out a good harness for him to ride in the Spitfire.
It was meant to be, I guess. :)
–Joe Garrison , Edmond, Oklahoma

VARIATIONS ON THE THEME

Stephan Sieburg sent us photos of the Spit-6 owned by Werner Spichtig from
Wohlen, Switzerland. “I was told only a few bonnets of this type made. The car was
originally built in Dec. 1966, it now has a 2 litre, 6 cylinder engine and a rollbar. It was
restored/modified between 1997 and
2000.”

License Plate of the Issue

Ralph Jannelli
sent us this photo
of a Spitfire pickup
taken by a friend a
few years ago.
Owner and location unknown but
it has Tennessee
license plates. ■
“iddy biddy one” –Bill Rupert, 1978 Spitfire
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"SPITFIRE CHASES DOWN
MESSERSCHMITT"

Spitfires may have tailed Messerschmitts in the
cloudy skies over Britain 55 years ago, but Stanley
Park in Calgary is where it happened again this
September.
Daniel Preston
of Hinton, Alberta in
his 1978 Spitfire
1500 is hot on the
tail of Steve Bryant
from Calgary in his
1956 Messerschmitt
KR200. Steve and
Daniel re-enacted a
cartoon scene from a
vintage British motoring magazine."
–Fred Griffiths

GUINNESS
BEER BREAD

Submitted by Brad Fornal
& Doug Pletcher
4 cups flour
1 tbsp baking power
12 oz. Guinness Draught
beer
1 tsp salt
1/4 sugar
2 eggs slightly beaten
Preheat over to 375° F. Sift together flour,
power, salt, and sugar. Add Guinness and eggs,
and stir until batter is just blended. Pour in greased
9x3 inch loaf pan and bake for around 70 minutes.
Remove from pan and let cool.
“The Guinness can I had was a pint so I had to
drink the remaining beer...can’t waste it!”
Why not try using Spitfire Ale instead of Guiness
–John
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A recent “Quick Quiz” on TriumphSpitfire.com asked surfers the
stupidest question asked about their car. Here are a few of the answers:
• “When do you get to drive it if you have to work on it all the time?”
• I used to drive my car with it’s hardtop, but one day I took it out just
“open”... Then a friend said: “why did you cut your car?” (He hadn’t noticed
my car was a convertible!!!!)
• “Sure is a small car isn’t it?”
• “Does it have an electric top?”
• “A Triumph eh. Who made that?”
• “Did you make that yourself?”
• “so... who made that?... Dodge?”
• “Do you still drive your MG?”
• “Where do you put the batteries?”
• I was asked several times “DOES IT RUN”
• “What the **** is that thaing?”
• “Is it fast?”
• “Do you use your car to deliver mail?” (right hand drive car)
• Someone commented "look at that Jaguar" (69 Spitfire)
• “That's a nice MG; is it new?” (69 Spitfire)
• “Did they steal that design from the Pontiac Fiero?” (TR-7)
• “What year Vet is that?”
• Mans wife asked me “Is that an old 240z”
Her husband answered for me “No stupid that's a Mini Cooper” (68 GT6)
• “how many people can fit in that two seater?”
• “Y’know they don't make them like that any more, why did they stop making the E-Type?” (GT6)
• “Did you make that style of car up yourself?”
• “Is that a MG?!!!”
• “Is that a Porsche?”
• “Is that a Fiat?”
• “How many people can fit in that two seater?”
• “Where do you pop the hood?”
• “why do the rear wheels tilt in?”
• “I guess they're pretty trouble free, eh?”
• “How do you get out of it?”
• “Is that an Electric car?”
• “I have always liked Fiats, how long have you had yours?”
• “I had an MG just like that one”
• Him: “That car is German isn't it?” Me: “No, it's British” Him: “No it's not.
It's German.” Me: “No, it's British” Him: “No, it's gotta be German.” Me: “No,
British.” Him: “You sure?” Me: “Pretty sure.”
• “Is that a kit car?”
And the dumbest: “Are you a hairdresser?”

Photo n
Captio

What is going on
here? Let us know
for the next issue.

Got a great caption for the above photo (or another silly photo)?
Let us know at the TriumphSpitfire.com website,
e-mail us at info@TriumphSpitfire.com
or mail it to:
P.O. Box 30806, Knoxville, TN 37930
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Reader’s Cars

Reader’s
Cars

To have your car featured in next issue and on the triumphspitfire.com website, e-mail us a LARGE jpeg to
info@triumphSpitfire.com or mail photos to P.O. Box 30806, Knoxville, TN 37930

Jack Lytton, Gensac, France, 1980 1500

Mikael Schultz, Sweden, 1966 MK2

Aaron Brown, Ohio, 1980 1500

Thomas Staedeli, Zurich, Switzerland,
1967 Mk3

Jan Sjoukens, Agay France, 1967 Mk3
Dan Cullison, Georgia, 1963 MkI

“This picture was taken in the Esterel Mountain Range
just behind my village of Agay in the South of France”

WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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Reader’s Cars

Don Rodriguez, California, 1974 Spitfire 1500

D.W. Butrick, North Carolina, USA, 1976 1500

Graham Johnson, New Jersey, USA, 1970 GT6+

Nick Vass & friends, Wiltshire England, 1965 MkI
Jim Gray, Pennsylvania, USA, 1979 1500

Keith Barclay, Fife, Scotland, 1970 Mk2 GT6
14
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Tracy Bothwell, ?? (let us know Tracy)

Reader’s Cars

Lex Cass, Indiana, USA, 1976 1500

Richard Schaefer, Florida, 1979 1500

John Noll, Wisconsin, USA, 1978 1500

Ed and Diane Weider, New York, USA 1964 Spitfire 4

Terrill Putman, Michigan, USA, 1976 1500

Christian Bonin, Quebec, Canada, 1976 1500

Andrew De Visscher, Colorado, USA, 1968 GT6

To have your car featured in next issue and on the triumphspitfire.com website,
e-mail us a LARGE jpeg to info@triumphSpitfire.com or mail photos to P.O. Box 30806, Knoxville, TN 37930
WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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Charles Edmonson, Virginia, USA, 1976 1500
Jason Whitsitt, Texas, USA, 1968 MkIII

Bill McDevitt, Arizona, USA, 1964 Spitfire 4
Stephan und Elisabeth Sieburg, Switzerland, 1978 1500

“This year’s Vintage Triumph Register Convention in August included a
breakfast run starting at Hoozier Pass just 25 miles south of Breckenridge,
CO. Man was it cold at the top, even had snow on the sides of the road near
the top. My wife Linda is more intelligent than I and declined to participate
in such lunacy, (we had to be at the top by 7:30 AM!!) I was the first VTR
member to arrive and they had hot coffee ready for us, but no means to
keep it hot for long!! (No power up there)!! And not much oxygen either
for us low-landers!!”

Charles Glasser, New York, USA, 1975 1500
“.20 over-bored block, 9:1 pistons, Kent stage II cam; repro Minilites, Monza headers
and exhaust, Weber DGV carb, ACDelco electric fuel pump, oversized radiator. Just
repainted! Mechanic: Pat Morisella of Tony's Foreign Car in North Bergen, NJ.”
16

SPITFIRE & GT6 MAGAZINE • VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3

James Carruthers, Bromley, Kent, England, 1977 1500

Reader’s Cars

Tom Broberg, Tennessee, USA, 1979 1500

Rich Torres, Michigan, 1978 1500

Jill Torres, Michigan, 1975 1500

Got something that might fit into our
“READER’S CARS” section?
Send it to:
P.O. Box 30806, Knoxville, TN 37931
or email it to info@TriumphSpitfire.com

Paul Higgins, Tennessee, USA, 1975 1500

John Gauldin, Oklahoma, 1970 Mk3
“The car is a 1970 Triumph Spitfire MK3, comm. # FDU 86685L, making it one
of the latest MK3s. In fact, it has many features found in the MK4 Spitfires (single ZS carb, alternator, MK4 interior layout). It has fresh paint in its original color, Damson Red.”
WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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Reader’s Stories

before

after

“LBC Disease”
BY JOE GUINAN, NEBRASKA

I’m afflicted. Diseased. Suffering from an
infection with no cure. When did I get bitten by
the LBC Bug?
I have had a love for “Little British Cars” that
you can fling into a tight corner since I was a very
young boy. Sometime in the fifth or sixth grade,
the priest at our little parish had a Fiat coupe with
a five speed transmission. I asked him why it had
five gears instead of the three in my dads’ car.
When he explained the reason and that this transmission allowed him to drive a little more “enthusiastically” than many people, I began to hear a
faint buzzing in my ears and I started to feel a tingle in my fingers and the seat of my pants. I think
that was the first sign of infection. Around that
same time, a group of us found a neighborhood
garage that held a 1957 MGB-TD. She was black
with red leather seats. On any occasion I could,
I’d sneak into the garage and sit in the car for
hours, dreaming of the day when I’d be able to
drive my own car. This second exposure to
“Sporty Cars” left me with an incurable case of
the disease we all know so well.
The teenage years were somewhat an
“Automotive Limbo” for me. I had seven younger
brothers and parents that insisted we would all go
to college after high school. Even though I lusted
18
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after the muscle cars of that era, a set of wheels
had to take a back seat to other needs. Upon graduation from college, Dad took me aside and said
“Let’s go find you a car.” I had known it was
coming, and I immediately directed him to where I
had seen a British Racing Green 1971 MGB-GT
with a for sale sign on it. This was the spring of
1977, so the car wasn’t very old and was in pretty
good condition. I drove the ‘beejeezuz” out of
that car until one night when I lost all the coolant
and cracked the head. She was never the same
after the repairs, and I sold her in the summer of
1978 just before I got married.
I thought little about British cars for years.
Work, marriage, travel, a home, a child – all these
had to come first. Then a few years after my little
girl was born a friend drove up in his Russett
Brown 1980 Spitfire to the site of a part time job I
was working. I had to ask him for a ride, of
course – and the buzzing in my ears and the tingle
in my fingers returned. The next summer he was
driving an old Chevy Impala, and I asked him
about the Spitfire. It wasn’t running right and he
didn’t have the money or time to fix it. “Would
you be interested?”, he asked. We drove to his
place immediately after work that day.
The car was sitting in his back yard. The rear
window of the convertible top was torn, and rain
water was soaking the carpets. The paint on the
front edge of the bonnet was “crazed” and there
were a few small dents in the body work, but I
could see no real rust problems and the car was

Reader’s Stories

essentially complete. We put a little fresh gas in
the tank and hooked up a set of jumper cables.
The car started after a few minutes of effort, and I
decided I needed to have it. We settled on $150
since it needed quite a bit of work. I talked a
good friend into going “partners” with me. After
she paid about $1500 for repairs – thrust washers
and new crank bearings the big part
of that – we had a pretty nice little
Spitfire to take top-down drives in.
Only a new rear spring, some
minor repairs and a little bit of
amateur body work had to be
invested, and the car ran pretty well
for a few years
And then it happened. Driving
the car on a gravel road, she
entered a corner a little too hard
and then let completely off the gas
when the rear end started to slide.
Maybe you have heard about “liftthrottle over-steer”? With the
weight of the car transferred to the
front, the rear end immediately
swung way wide, and spun her into
a ditch. The car had almost come
to a complete stop when it slowly
rolled over onto its’ top. The raised
convertible top limited the extent of
her injuries to a small cut on the
head. The wrecker driver pulled the car back onto
its’ wheels, but in the opposite direction – so now
every body panel had at least one significant dent
and the windshield frame was completely flattened.
The car sat in her barn for a few years, and
then I decided to go ahead and have it repaired. I
let her keep the insurance money, to buy out her
share of the car. Since I’m in the automobile business, I had one of my friendly shops do the work.
They cut off the windshield frame and welded on
a replacement. I stripped the interior before they
started work so I could get that area of the car
cleaned up at the same time. The dents were
pulled out and smoothed off with a little body
filler, and her brown paint was replaced with
Carmine Red. While they worked, I refinished the
wood dash and got a new carpet set and a roll bar
to install. I sandblasted the wheels to clean off the
rust spots, and painted them silver. I found a couple additional black wheel centers and bought new

trim rings. When the body and paint work was
complete, I took the car to our warehouse and
started putting everything back together. In a few
months, I had her back on the road and looking
better than ever.
She was never a very reliable daily driver,
and that’s what I wanted her to be. I pulled the
old original carburetor off and
replaced it with a Weber DGV last
year. Another rear spring was
installed, but it was weak right
from the start. I gave up and put
Corvette air shocks on. Then this
spring I decided the old exhaust
manifold had to go to. I spent
some more money and bought a
Pacesetter header and Monza
exhaust system. Bad choices, in
my opinion. Nothing fit well, so
almost every part had to be heated
with a torch and bent to fit. When
I finally got it installed, it was so
darned loud that I was embarrassed to drive it around town.
That exhaust has since been
replaced with a stock style stainless steel muffler and a custom
pipe to connect it to the header.
Now it’s so darn quiet that I miss
the noise of the Monza. It seems
I’m never satisfied.
I still don’t have the seats repaired or
replaced. I’m thinking of Miata units, but the roll
bar would have to go and I don’t like that idea.
I’ll probably re-do the entire interior in a couple of
years. The air shocks are “OK” but I’d rather
have the correct spring and shocks back on the car.
The big black bumpers HAVE to go sometime, but
they can wait. I’m still lusting after the front air
dam that PRI has available, but you almost have to
have custom wheels to go with that look, and then
some sort of stripes would really set off the whole
car….
Yep, I’m still infected. I think it’s a life-long
affliction, and treatment seems to be a little expensive. But, you know what? I couldn’t be happier
to suffer in this way.
BIO: Joe Guinan is the President of the North
American Spitfire Squadron (NASS). Thanks Joe
for your story. ■
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The Magic of Old English Paint
BY CHRIS BOHN, MILL VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

I’m a little ticked at today’s Triumph owner.
Every Triumph I see on the road these days has
been tarted up with bright, shiny new paint, often
clearly polished past accepted norms by the
obsessed owner. I may seem strange, but I prefer
old British cars to not look so shiny and new.
I’ve seen many Triumph GT6 sports cars over
the years, and two in particular stand out in memory, but not for the reasons that one might first suspect. What delights in the memory is the old, original paint that they each sported. Paint which many
a today’s owner would promptly consider not
acceptable on their “investment”. No doubt many
will disagree, but Triumphs take on a special quality when they wear old paint.
One of these GT6s was a 1969 “Plus” model
with original purple paint that had oxidized considerably. There was not a single ding on the car — it
was perfect in all respects. Except that the paint had
aged, and had taken on that dry, chalky look. But
somehow, it worked better on the car better than the
bright, shiny jobs that are so often seen on
Triumphs today. This GT6 had the look of a car
that was driven! Even the fender beads and brightwork had the weathered look, which all added to
the effect. It all amounted to what we would ascribe
to a human as “character lines”.
The other GT6 was a MkIII model. This one
had beautiful, original teal paintwork that looked

Spitfire
Die Cast Models

outstanding from a distance. Upon close inspection,
the paint revealed itself to have a myriad of tiny
cracks. This was original, thick factory paint with a
wonderful patina that only comes with 25 years of
aging. Absolutely magnificent! I contrasted it with
a TR250 that had just been resprayed. Its original
paint also had all those little aging cracks, but still
looked great. But, the new owner just had to make
it “perfect” and so had it repainted. Same off-white
with blue racing stripe. The paint guy did a quality
job, but somehow, it looked worse than before. It
had lost the character lines, and now looked like a
car that had been in cryogenic suspension for 30
years, only to now be revived in our modern age.
Sort of like the Triumphs equivalent of Austin
Powers - and looking just as awkward. The owner
admitted that he had made a mistake, one that
unfortunately won’t be corrected until after the
passing of many years.
An old Triumph sports car, or any old object
for that matter, impresses most when it conveys its
history to you. Just as refinishing an old antique is
not to be done unless all hope is lost, the same
should apply to vintage Triumphs. If the paint is
anywhere near serviceable, then leave it on! Don’t
ruin a perfectly good old paint job! You will enjoy
your Triumph all the more with old paint. And even
more importantly, so will the rest of us! ■

Only
$2495

$1995
each

Opening doors & bonnet

to order visit:
Large 1:18 scale
Black and British Racing Green
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Products for the British Car Enthusiast
parts, books, manuals, clothing, tools...

Reader’s Stories

My Classic Triumph
BY DONNA BLAKLEY, FRANKLAND, JACKSON, TENNESSEE

As a 15 year old with that magic birthday coming up, my dad, who rebuilt triumphs and raced
them, took me to the local foreign car ‘junk yard’ to
select the car we would restore, together, for me to
have when I turned 16. Purely by instinct, my
choice was a red Triumph 1973 GT6. Just looking
at it made my heart beat a little faster.
Dad and I worked several evenings a week for
many months taking that car apart and putting it
back together. Some times the only reason being
was so that I would know how, should I need that
Knowledge in the future. I can still remember my
first drive out of the garage like it was yesterday.
That ‘Little red car’ was my first love. It was my
constant companion for my three years of high
school in Nashville, Tennessee. It was later packed
to the roof for that first trip to Knoxville to begin
the next 4 years at the University of Tennessee.
As a young recent college graduate and a job

requiring a bit of travel, the need for ‘reliable’
transportation become a factor. Many tears were
shed, but the car was sold and I moved on to ‘A
grown-up’ car. I missed that car, was always on the
lookout for it, but never saw it again.
Now, as a 40 year old. I’ve recently inherited
my Dad’s 1976 Spitfire. Once again I’m spending
my spare time (and money) on my ‘Little Car’. I
drove it for the first time this past week, it’s a
recent addition to our household, and I’m looking
forward to restoring it, I’m already feeling all those
old feelings you get when driving a Triumph.
The Spitfire is great, I’m thrilled to be Triumph
owner again, but there’s something about a GT6
that just makes my heart beat a little faster.... ■

Restoring A Spitfire
BY JOHN GANLEY, MANDEVILLE, LOUISIANA

It was September of 1999 when I was driving
home from work headed north on the Lake
Ponchatrain Causeway Bridge with a light rain
falling, when I first saw a little yellow car covered
in plastic wrap riding on the back of a trailer headed in the opposite direction. Halfway home on the
longest bridge (24 miles of commuter traffic heaven) I looked across the bridge and noticed the older
looking two seater being pulled by a pickup more
accustomed to hauling horses than little cars. The
little car with clear plastic wrapping flapping in the
wind caught my eye because it had some chrome
visible from the opposite lane and a unique set of
headlamps not seen anymore. I knew the car was an
older car and thought my friend Joost would like to
hear about my sighting as he often commutes on
the “Bridge”.
I called my friend and told him about my
sighting and he announced that he too had the
pleasure of seeing the little car, but it was headed to
the junkyard. He was at a gas station in Covington,
LA, saw the car and went to met the owner. He said

the car had
belonged to the
nephew of a lady
who lived nearby
and it was heading to the junkyard because it
was old and
worn. The engine
was in the trunk, some rust spots existed and whatever else he couldn’t tell. He took down the gentleman’s name and number and asked if he would
give the car away? The guy said sure but he would
have to call soon. Needless to say I called that
evening and now I have the little 1968 Spitfire in
my garage. My project would be farther along, but
my wife and I had a little baby girl July 3, 2000
and that put a little pink monkey wrench into my
plans of restoring the little yellow Spitfire. ■
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Finders Keepers
BY GLENN PARENT, BRADFORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE

I was working in my one bay shop in a small
town in Vermont when I saw this car go by on a
trailer. I only caught a glimpse of it and thought,
wow that car looks cool. It had about five colors of
paint and at least that many shades of bondo on it,
with 60 series tires hanging out of the fenders.
A couple of weeks later I was driving down a
quiet country road and spotted the car sitting with a
‘78 Spitfire, for sale. I locked ‘em up and checked
them out. The Spitfire was a rust bucket but complete. The GT6 was full of bondo but looked very
solid. The dash was out of it, the wiring looked
like a birds nest. There were no seats in it and big
holes in the floor, but raising the hood and seeing
dual carbs, headers and the suspension, along with
chrome valve cover and air-cleaners, I was hooked.
I have to have this car.
I went up to talk with the owner. He told me
he had the cars advertised for two thousand dollars
for the pair. Way too much for me, all I wanted
was the GT6. I told him I would scrounge around
and make him an offer. The next weekend there was a demolition derby at a
nearby track. I found an old Cadi,
knocked out the glass and
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ended up crashing my way to second place....$500.
I went down to make a deal, $500 now, $500 more
within a month. O.K. The next week during a
storm a huge tree came crashing down crushing the
Spitfire and just missing the GT6. The guy called
me and said take’em and just bring back the motor
out of the Spitfire and we’ll be square.
After many hours of dubbing around with the
wires, I fired it up. Headers, no mufflers it sounded
great. After fixing it up good enough to drive, I
drove it around in primer for a couple years. I
threw a couple of cherry bombs on it, some smaller
tires and recently a paint job. My fiance and I
scraped paint and sanded bondo for three days and
nights and finally applied a ‘98 Acura pearl red
metallic with five coats of clear. It came out awesome! It’s still a blast to drive; it sounds rude and
gets major looks from everyone.
I’ve had the car for three years and it is the
most “fun to drive” car I have ever owned. The
next step is the interior, which is still pretty rough
and cleaning up the engine compartment. I blew
the rear end and found one with 4:11 gears.
Sounded like a good idea. Kinda a pain to change.
Not a good choice. While it gives the car gobs of
torque, 65 mph on the interstate and the motor is
really winding out.
The wiring has a mind of its own and I everything I heard about Lucas has been true. Princes of
Darkness, three way Lucas light switch, dim, flicker, off. Inventor of the intermittent wiper, etc., but
being a mechanic it’s fun to work on your own car
if it’s as cool as the GT6. ■

SPITFIRE SPECIALS
Ball Joint Set (2)
Tie Rod Set (2)
Rack Boot Set
Front Trunnion w/kit
Front Dust Cap Set
Front Wheel Bearing Kit
Rear Wheel Bearing Kit Major
Heavy Duty Rear Spring
Front Standard Shocks (2)
Front Heavy duty Gas Shocks (2)
Rear Standard Shocks (2)
Rear Heavy duty Gas Shocks (2)
Fully Adjustable Spax Shocks (4)
Body Mount Kit
Brake Master 67-75 New
Brake Master 76-80 New
Brake Master Rebuild Kit 67-80
PWD Valve + Switch 67-75
Clutch Master (non OE $48)
Clutch Slave 62-66 OE
Clutch Slave 67-80 OE
Brake Hose Set (4)
Brake Hose Set Stainless
Rebuilt Calipers 67-80 Ex
Caliper Kit 67-80 (2)
Front Rotor w/HD Pads
Rear Wheel Cylinder Set (2)
Rear Shoe Set
Starter (exchange)
Starter HD Gear Reduction
Cap, points, cond., rotor 62-74
Cap & rotor 75-80
Alternator 73-80 (exchange)
Brake Light Switch
Temp Sender
Tank Sender
Fan Switch 78-80
Starter Solenoid
Crane Electric Ignition Kit
Piston Set 1300cc 9:1
Piston Set 1500cc 9:1
Stainless Exhaust Valve Set (4)

$40.00
$18.00
$14.00
$31.00
$7.00
$18.00
$27.00
$141.00
$70.00
$130.00
$45.00
$75.00
$330.00
$35.00
$195.00
$215.00
$19.00
$75.00
$68.00
$65.00
$65.00
$42.00
$73.00
$71.00
$10.00
$54.00
$25.00
$18.00
$66.00
$195.00
$15.00
$10.00
$75.00
$5.00
$7.00
$34.00
$15.00
$18.00
$109.00
$155.00
$155.00
$30.00

Tappet Set 66-80 (8)
Hot Street Cam (exchange)
Chain and Gear Set (3-pc)
Full Gasket Set w/Seals
Oil Pump Late Style
Rocker Oil Feed Line
Rockershaft w/8 arms
Oil Pressure valve & spring
Fuel Pump
Header 67-80
Monza Exhaust System
Top 71-80
Dash Top Cover 68-80
Carpet Set Deluxe w/snaps
Door Panel Set (2)
Full Panel Kit 7-pc
Seal Kit 73-80
Transmission Tunnel
Roll Bar
Weber DCOE, DGV Carb Kits
Rebuilt Transmissions

$30.00
$91.00
$60.00
$39.00
$86.00
$32.00
$110.00
$8.00
$17.00
$106.00
$181.00
$179.00
$38.00
$148.00
$84.00
$248.00
$248.00
$54.00
$215.00
CALL
CALL

POLY BUSHINGS:
Rack Mount Set
Sway Bar Bush Set (4-PC)
Front dif., mount Set
Rear Shock Bush Set (8-PC)
Radius Arm Bush Set (4-PC)
A-Arm Bushing Set (8-PC)

$9.00
$12.00
$16.00
$10.00
$17.00
$34.00

British Parts N.W. Inc.
4105 SE Lafayette Hwy.
Dayton, OR 97114 USA

www.BPNorthWest.com

(503) 864-2001
Fax (503) 864-2081
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Revive the British Car Industry
BY KRIS EVANS, GARNANT, GREAT BRITAIN

In the mid eighties I was a young fool who
after watching too much Miami Vice, and falling
in love with that beautiful black Ferrari Daytona
convertible, I wanted a convertible sports car. I set
my mind on a
Triumph Spitfire,
as it was the best
looking convertible in my price
range.
In 1988 I saw
an advert for a
rather scruffy
Spitfire, and
being the fool I
bought if for
£200. First lesson is you get
what you pay
for!
I just about got it home steaming like a steam
train and parked it up the road from my house, as
my father actually banned me from buying a
sports car, and being the eighteen year old, I had
done exactly the opposite.

24

SPITFIRE & GT6 MAGAZINE • VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3

The next day whilst my younger brother and I
were tinkering with it, my brother lifted the carpets and started sniggering. Owe dear it would
appear that I has bought Fred Flintstones car! And
after a mechanic had been around to give me a
quote on the welding, and had ran off laughing! I
had to admit defeat and sold it to SpitBitz in
Bracknell for the stupid amount of £70.
A few of years went by as well as a few other
cars including a 1970 Midget and a 1977 TR7,
and I had developed a love of Land Rovers
(Another British Classic, but still going strong!)
One day I went over to a mates garage for
some spares for my “Landy”, and in the yard was
a very sorry looking 1970 Mk3 Spitfire. However,
it had totally new floor panels and apparently did
run! The owner wanted £250 for it so I bought it.
After a couple of months had it in roadworthy
condition, and after a monumentally bad spray job
of British Racing Green, it was finished (ish!)
I had it for a good few months, and took it
everywhere. But the need for something a bit
more practical clouded my judgement and I sold
it. Over the next couple of years I got sick of the
rat race that is English life and moved to Wales
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with my girl friend. Were life is much more
relaxed and I have the definitive place to go offroading in my Landy.
Whilst out one day looking for parts for the
Landy I stopped off at a car breakers near
Swansea. As I got out of my car I saw a familiar
shape dumped next to me. It was the remains of a
GT6 MK3. It was just the shell, no chassis,
engine, gearbox, bonnet, glass, doors, interior, and
missing its rear valance and off side rear wing and
outer sill. But still a GT6! I couldn’t help myself,
as if in a trance I went to the office and asked,
“How much for the GT6”? The guy gave me a
very strange look and said “errr £50?” so I bit his
hand off, and said “OK I’ll collect it tomorrow!”
The next day I went down with my trailer and
dragged my new toy on, strapped it down and took
it home with the biggest Cheshire cat grin you can
imagine. Of course my girlfriend's jaw dropped to
the ground when she saw my new pile of metal
and getting it into the garage was an interesting
experience. I then got through six rolls of welding
wire and enough metal to build a small battle ship,
but ended up with a perfectly serviceable shell.
With the registration documents came through
they showed it as a 1974 GT6 last registered in
1985. Now the hunt was on for the chassis and
engine, and perfectly timed I saw an advert for a
Spitfire GT6?
It was a 1969 GT6 MK2 Rotoflex with a
Spitfire MK4 tub fitted. Apparently the owner had
it as a GT6 but got rear ended and the car was
written off, so he bought it back from the insurance company and put the now rather tatty Spitfire
body on. (Incidentally this guy drove a beautiful
old Marcos). I bought it for £270 with some
spares, including a GT6 door, fuel tank, bonnet

and that gorgeous chrome fuel intake
found on the side of MK3 GT6’s.
When I got home I noticed
something was missing, arr yes the
Spitfire was missing its hard top?
Must have been on one of those
country roads near Cardiff Airport,
oops!
So now I had most of the parts I
needed, the only things I needed were
the rear quarter windows and a tailgate (rear door). I saw an advert for a
MK2 GT6 with no engine or gearbox,
on a Spitfire 1500 chassis for spares
for £50. So I called the number and
spoke to a thoroughly nice guy who
also drove a series 1 Landy, he told
me that his GT6 was not in very good
condition at all, but the tailgate was good, and he
believed it would fit a MK3, so I raced over with
my trusty trailer and found to my surprise that the
car was in pretty good shape, he had put on new
sills, and fitted a new floor. The rest of it I could
do, so I bought it.
Now I have all the parts I need to build a
MK2 GT6 and still have the MK3 shell. I also
have recently bought a 1971 MGBGT, which is
intact and relatively solid, but not as good looking
as Michellotti’s creation.
My collection of none roadworthy British
classics has now driven me to rent a workshop to
store the GT6’s and their parts in whilst I finish
the MGBGT in my garage.
In the mean time we are looking to buy a
farm with out buildings so that I can increase my
empire ever more!
I’ll keep you updated with the progress! ■
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Back in the Saddle Again
BY CHRIS UNDERHILL, SPRINGFIELD, OREGON

I am happy to announce that, after a nine-year
hiatus, I am once again looking “neat in the seat” of
a British sports car. I acquired my 1972 MK IV
Spitfire in April, and my wife and I just completed
our first top-down mini road trip through Oregon’s
Willamette Valley. We drove north from our home
in Eugene to Silverton to attend my 10-year high
school reunion.
As I chatted with old classmates, I looked back
on my school days with a certain amount of pride.
You see, 18-year-old boys tend to be defined by the
cars they drive. From the lowered car with the big
speakers to the hot-rod to the jacked-up 4x4, each
vehicle in the student parking lot represented a specific personality. I was a little different. I dated,
had a varsity letter, and cut class just like every
other senior, but while they were lowering their
Honda Civics or jacking up their Ford pickups I was
rolling in a British Racing Green 1972 GT6.
The girls all thought it was cute. The guys all
thought it was odd that such a small car would go so
fast! I must admit, there were few things I enjoyed
more than racing through the gears on my way out
of the student parking lot. With the glass pack roaring and the coeds waving I could have been at
Sebring, but with the dean of student affairs shaking
his fist I was pretty sure I wasn’t.
THE ADDICTION TAKES HOLD

My love affair with the British sports car stems
from my father. When my folks were married he
drove a 1966 MK II Spitfire, which he later traded
for a 1967 TR4A. Sadly, this episode of my family
history does not have a happy ending. With my
arrival in 1972 they were forced to trade the TR4
for an El Camino!
Fortunately, the ties that bind my family and
Triumphs together were not permanently severed.
In 1987 at the age of 14 I found myself the owner of
a ’68 MK III Spit. Actually, I found myself the
owner of the remains of ’68 MK III Spit. My dad
and I towed it home, and embarked on our first
father-son restoration project. However, since my
father hadn’t had anything to do with Spits in 20
years, and I knew nothing about them, our goal soon
shifted from “concourse quality” to “daily driver” to
“let’s just get it on the road” and finally to “Who’s
idea was this anyway?”
I finally sold the spit to a “professional ama26
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teur” restorer and bought the GT6. I nicknamed it
“Trigger” after Roy Rodgers’ horse, and began my
new life as a full-fledged LBC enthusiast.
As an underclassman, the general idea is to keep as
low a profile as possible. Driving a smart looking
coupe around town at excessive speeds was not the
best way to accomplish this feat! After a few
months the word had spread around campus as to
the origin, owner, and overly demonstrated performance abilities of the car.
I was sitting in my English class one day when a
faculty member I had never met entered the room.
He whispered a few words to the teacher and then
approached the class.
“Who belongs to the GT6?” he asked in a tone
that indicated more than a little irritation. Of
course, I was the only one who had any clue as to
what a GT6 was so I meagerly raised my hand.
“I’m Mr. Rolland,” he said as he shook my hand,
“come out to the auto-shop after class.”
To make a long story short, before accepting
the headship of the auto-mechanics department, Mr.
Rolland had been a mechanic at a British car shop
in Salem, OR. My prayers for deliverance from the
demons of Lucas had been answered! Mr. Rolland
saw me through a throw-out bearing replacement,
two transmission swaps, and a brake job before
graduation in June of 1991.
As I started my college years, I relocated to the
far side of the state. Trigger went with me, but
without the aide of Mr. Rolland the upkeep began to
take its toll. Eastern Oregon isn’t exactly a Mecca
for British cars, and after spending two weeks on
foot due to a failed brake master cylinder I decided
drastic measures needed to be taken. Of course giving up the GT6 was absolutely out of the question,
so I decided to transfer back to the Willamette
Valley and the safety net of my maintenance contacts. I left the school at the end of the term and
enjoyed an 8 hour drive home through the world
famous Columbia River Gorge.
I started spring term living at home and commuting about 90 miles a day. Of course the
increased mileage brought about increased equipment failures. I kept up as best I could, but an
attempted melt-down of the wiring system and the
need for a replacement differential exhausted my
resources. I was forced to retire my good friend to
the back corner of my grandfather’s barn. I bought
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a Subaru GL and drove the GT6 for the last time in
May of 1992.

to think I would never find the perfect car.
HELP FROM THE LUFTWAFFE

R.I.P. TRIGGER

As the college work-load went up, my amount
of free time went down. I tried to do some work on
the car but didn’t get very far. The car continued to
sit as I sold off small parts here and there to other
drivers, all the while trying to convince myself that
I could easily replace them when I got a little time
and money. Unfortunately, with college graduation
came the full-time job and the world of bills, student loan payments, overtime, low pay, etc. In
March of 1996 I was married, and I was beginning
to realize that the auto coma my car had been in for
the last four years was probably terminal.
Married life and a full-time career soon occupied 100% of my time. I sold the last major component in March of 2000 and knew my days of rumbling exhaust pipes, leaky roof seals, and looking up
into other cars suspension were, at least for the time
being, a thing of the past.
Committing Auto Adultery.
March of 2001 brought about my ninth year of
plodding around town in various American and
Japanese envelope cars. Conservative mufflers and
automatic transmissions had replaced my glass pack
and all-synchro gearbox. Every time I saw a
Triumph on the road I felt a mixture of anxiety and
remorse. As much as I enjoyed our Subaru
Outback, driving it instead of the GT6 made me feel
like I was cheating on my wife.
Luckily for me, my wife was sensitive to my
need to smell like gear oil and have grease under
my fingernails. We were out of school, owned a
house, and had a baby so she convinced me that it
was time to reconcile with my inner sports car driving self. It was indeed time to buy another
Triumph!
I began my search. I spent hours scouring the
newspaper and surfing the net in an effort to locate
another Spit or GT6. I looked at everything from a
pristine MK II that was way out of my price range
to a dilapidated 1500 that I wanted to rescue from
the owner who was using it to store old boat parts!
Finally, I found one in Redmond, Oregon-just over
the Cascade Mountains from my home in Eugene.
On the drive over I was almost giddy. I found
myself trying to make the Subaru corner like I knew
the spit could. Since I still didn’t have a lot of spare
time, I wanted a car that was in solid driving condition. When I drove the Spit my heart fell flat on its
face. The car needed a new rear-end. The u-joints
were shot, the road spring was very weak, and the
differential needed to be replaced. I was beginning

One day at work I told my story to a friend who
restores 356 Porsches. I explained that the car was
in great shape except for the rear-end. The engine
had just been rebuilt, the tranny and clutch were
both new, and the interior had just been professionally fitted. I just couldn’t justify shelling out the
money for the car and for the new components.
“Let me see what I can do,” he said as he left
work that day. I remember thinking that was
strange. Imagine the Luftwaffe helping the RAF!!!
He returned a week or so later with the location of a
wrecked car with a good differential and a web
address where a used road spring could be found.
All I needed now were the u-joints. After some
deliberation I decided to buy the car. The price was
right, and with the availability of the used parts, my
dream of being a British car owner again was coming true!
With my wife following closely in the support
vehicle, I gingerly drove the Spit home to Eugene.
Even at a cautious 35 mph my ear-to-ear grin was
bright enough to melt the snow at the top of
Santiam Pass. After a few weeks of repairing and
tweaking the car was finally road ready. In addition
to the initial investment, I had only spent $250.00 to
bring the little Spit back to life.
Have You Been Driving That Thing for the Last
Ten Years?
Arriving at the high school reunion brought me
full circle. Ten years after leaving high school, I’m
once again piloting a British Racing Green Triumph.
To be honest, I don’t think anyone realized the difference between the Spit and the GT6, and I didn’t
bother to point it out.
In high school, the dates I had were because of
the GT6. Now the husbands of those same girls
were full of questions about the Spit! I happily
answered them with a certain amount of nonchalantness knowing that I had taken many of their wives
for their first ride in a classic
British sports car! ■
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Out of New York, A Triumph!
BY JEAN SCOTT GAULDIN, TINKER AIR FORCE BASE, OKLAHOMA

My husband, John, is a Triumph collector. He
specializes in GT6 and Spitfires. Driving down the
road they catch his eye and he has trained his family to watch for them, also. His brother-in-law, Rob,
spotted two while driving on I-35 near Bruceville,
Tex. and another in a parking lot in Georgetown,
Tex. They assumed their rightful place in the collection. Technology has expanded his field so that
the internet is now a part of his search area. It was
via the internet that he located Christine. Christine
is so named because she is reminiscent of the main
character in the Stephen King novel of the same
name.
One Friday in June 2000, John and I flew to
Syracuse NY with the intent of purchasing
Christine and driving her home ñ approximately
1,500 miles in 3 days. The current owner, David
S., met us as the airport and drove us to his home in
Brewerton, NY. Christine was waiting. She is a
black, 1980 Spitfire. She had spent quite a bit of
her recent years in a garage because of the fierce
winters in upstate New York. John looked her over
and was ready to take her for a test drive. She
drove fine for about 2 miles, then she began to
sputter and choke. He took from his bag of spare
parts, which he carried on the airplane, several
items. First was a fuel filter. Another test drive,
another sputtering return. Then he pulled a fuel
pump from his bag of tricks ñ alas, the pump he
had brought didn’t fit. After another analysis, he
28
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went to a local parts store and got an ignition coil.
Another test drive, another sputtering return. The
conventional wisdom began to center on a temperature sensitive problem with the ignition module.
The fuel pump diagnosis would later be revisited.
Our original plan had been to go to Niagara
Falls and spend the first night, but we decided
Christine was not that dependable. We contacted
various rental companies to try to get a truck by
which to return Christine to Oklahoma. But, classes were just ending at Syracuse University and no
rental trucks were available. David, his wife Anzi
and daughter Ashley, opened their home to us and
we spent the night.
Some time during the night John had a vision.
He decided we should just get up and go, putting
“blue ice” on the ignition module to alleviate the
suspected temperature problem. Saturday morning
off we went to Niagara Falls. Christine drove just
fine. Christine’s seats were the original ones that
had been covered with simulated sheepskin covers.
After a couple of hours of riding, they became very
uncomfortable. We saw the falls, ate lunch and
headed for our next planned stop ñ Columbus,
Ohio.
We were careful to keep that module cool.
South of Cleveland, we stopped at a convenience
store in Mansfield, Ohio to get ice. When we were
going up the on ramp to return to the Interstate
Highway, Christine died. We pulled over and
parked, right there on the side of the ramp. John
determined the battery and alternator were dead.
He removed the battery and we took it to a
Highway Patrol station that was within one block
of where we parked. The officer on duty told us to
call AAA. They had a wrecker within a mile. We
called and returned to Christine to wait. In about
10 minutes the wrecker had come, hooked up and
we were ensconced in its cab for the hour’s drive to
Columbus. We had planned to stay with a friend
who lives in a quiet suburb of tree-lined streets,
parks and older homes. The wrecker drove down
these narrow streets and maneuvered Christine into
the narrow driveway of her home. This driver was
a pro!! Christine, John and I spent the night with
our friend, Joann.
The next morning, Sunday, we rolled Christine
into Joann’s garage. By now it was raining lightly.
Joann took us to Pep Boys where John bought a
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GM alternator, a battery and some seat cushions.
Back in the garage, John installed the alternator and
battery and I took care of the comfort features, the
seat cushions. We left Sunday morning at about 11
am headed for Springfield, Mo. Another set of
friends was awaiting our arrival at their home for
dinner. We called to warn them we were running
late. By now John had decided the sputtering/choking problem was not a temperature sensitive one
having to do with the ignition module. I, on the
other hand, being the non-mechanical member of
our family, expressed my opinion. I believed it was
a “multiple system failure.” I didn’t know which
systems, but by now I had grown close to Christine
and felt that she was a more complex organism than
I earlier suspected.
We were driving along, with much more comfortable derrieres, across Ohio and Indiana. We
paused in Terra Haute to pick up some sandwiches
for lunch and continued into Illinois. It was
Sunday afternoon and very little traffic was accompanying us. And it was a good thing! Right outside Terre Haute the choking and sputtering
returned. The next town was Vandalia, Ill. We
limped for 18 miles along the shoulder of the
Interstate Highway at 20 mph until we got to
Vandalia. We pulled into a service station looking
for a parts store. By now John was convinced
Christine had a problem with her fuel pump. An
Illinois corrections officer was filling his truck with
fuel. I immediately recognized him by his all white
uniform and “other accessories.” We asked him if
there was an auto part store in town. He said yes.
Just follow him. I wasn’t sure we were going to be
able to follow him. The sputtering was really bad
by this time. He took us to one store...closed. By
now it’s 3 pm. He took us to another store...closed.
We parked next to that store and John got in his
truck to try a third. I stayed with Christine. In
about 20 minutes John and the corrections officer
returned. John had an in-line, electric fuel pump
with him. Yes, they found the part store, but no, it
wasn’t open. The corrections officer took John to
the store owner’s home (an old high school friend)
and asked him to open the store. He did, John
bought the pump, installed it in Christine and off
we went.
Christine was now running, but she was really
sucking down the gasoline and our mileage suffered. But, we were running. We called our friends
on Springfield and again reported we would be
later. I kept my fingers crossed as we drove
through East St. Louis. This is not a place I wanted
to have trouble. We were stopping frequently, now,
for gasoline. As it began to get dark we stopped at

Phillipsburg, Mo. to refuel. When we returned to
Christine, she started, but had no lights ñ none at
all. John went back into the service station, purchased a roll of purple wire and proceeded to wire
the headlights directly. It was dark by now; we
were driving toward Springfield with wire dangling
in our laps; we had headlights, but no taillights.
Soon the sheriff pulled us over and warned us about
not having working taillights. We told him our
plight and he suggested we turn on our turn signal
so we could be seen by the traffic. We thanked him
for not citing us and proceeded to Springfield. We
had directions to our friends, Pat and David’s,
house, but had never been there. As we headed to
their house Christine’s lights got dimmer and dimmer. Finally she gave up the ghost and we parked
along the side of the road and called Pat and David.
The battery and alternator had died...AGAIN!!! By
now it was almost 11 pm. We were tired, hungry
and testy. Pat and David came and got us. Turns
out we were within a few blocks of their house.
John took the battery out of Christine and charged
it on David’s battery charger overnight. The next
morning we returned to the site of Christine’s
repose and put in the battery. She started and we
drove back to their house. John and David took the
alternator to Pep Boys and traded it for yet another
GM alternator (who said the Delco units were more
dependable than Lucas?). Back in Pat and David’s
driveway John installed the alternator and we headed for home.
We had to get back on Monday because John
was due to leave for a business meeting with his
boss on Tuesday morning. The pressure mounted.
It began to rain. It rained off and on, sometimes
heavily and most times leaking in around the top.
We had to keep the windows up and we began to
detect the smell of exhaust fumes and to hear a gentle popping. The further we drove, the heavier was
the smell of fumes and the louder the popping
grew. By the time we left Tulsa, Okla. the popping
was very loud, but we were still running. John
announced we had a leak in the exhaust header. We
rounded the corner onto our street in The Village,
Okla. and I’m sure everyone in the neighborhood
turned to look ñ the noise was that loud!! We
pulled into our driveway on Monday afternoon
about 5 PM. Christine reluctantly was at her new
home.
It’s been more than a year since Christine
moved from New York to Oklahoma. John and I
have transferred other Triumphs since then, but
now we use a tow dolly. And as for Christine ñ
John fixed her up better than ever and she is now
living with a very nice family in Moore, Okla. ■
WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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What’s in a Name?
BY RICHARD CATES, LORAY, NORTH CAROLINA

Remembering back when I was just 6 or 7, I’d
see the advertisements on the black and white TV
for the Triumph Spitfire. My thought would always
be, “Now that looks like a sports car”. Maybe is
was how the lines went from the rounded front and
flowed into the cockpit, with yet another rounded
hip with a smooth slope to the rear. Anyway, it had
the shape that appealed to me. Never seeing any in
real life, I could only admire them between Leave it
to Beaver and the Jackie Gleason Show.
My sister at the time had a friend who lived on
a farm. The first time we went to visit I asked her
name. She told me it was Gwyndolyn. At that
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moment I felt that had got to be the most beautiful
name any woman can have in the entire universe
and still feel the same today.
As the years passed and going through my
teens during the sixties, thoughts and interests were
elsewhere. I don’t think I need to expand on that.
But finally -16, a license, I can drive! I survived the
muscle car years with a self bought stock, but soon
to be souped up, jacked up, slightly modified end to
end ...Mustang. What a rush that was.
Many years and careers later I ventured to the
British Car Show in Tanglewood Park near
Winston-Salem N.C. At the time it was just to see
the Jags, Lotuses and such. Wandering through all
the gleam and glitter...there they were...a whole line
of them...Spitfires! Nice ones and in color too! Talk
about a flashback. Most of the day was spent talking to the owners, studying the cars, drooling.
Well, the search was on chasing leads and
searching ads with many disappointments. Until
one, simple ad, few words and a price. Off to Rock
Barn Road I went. A teacher at the local
Community College parked her in the back yard.
She said “I only drive it once a year to play golf at
Myrtle Beach.” The last time she drove it was
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1985. This was 1992. We walked to the back yard to see it and it was love
at first sight! I thought ‘There she is, that’s her, she’s the one.’ Sleeping
for seven years had taken it’s toll. Paint faded and cracked, rusty wheels,
rotten rubber seals and under the tattered and torn tarps lie a top and interior in the same condition.
With only 32,000 miles and very little rust, she didn’t seem hopeless.
After some haggling she was mine. The next week I hired a roll back to
bring her home. After pulling her sideways from between two trees the
lady had planted in front and behind her, she was home. Work began right
away dismantling and stripping down to the last bolt. My basement was
now a full fledge restoration facility, where only the most skilled and most
patient could bring order to these scattered pieces of metal. So what was I
doing there?
During the next three years I proved myself to be more patient than I
ever imagined and surprisingly a few skills showed through. Even though
the scoffing from friends and family grew always hearing “Well there’s
one car that will never see the road again” or “Yeah, yeah, yeah I’m sure
he will never get that back together.” I never lost hope, and they did lend
a hand when I needed them.
Over this time I saw her taking shape piece by piece as it seemed she
was slowly coming back to life after years of sleep. Now it was down to
the final touches and a test drive provided a few minor problems to overcome. I was thinking for some time that the car was going to need something special. So pleased with what she had become, there should be
something...a personal identifying touch that sets her apart. Standing back
from her, admiring the shape of her body lines, it was as if she whispered
to me...Gwyndolyn. How fitting a name. A name of beauty and pride. I
then christened her, washed and polished her, just in time Gwyndolyn was
complete.
The next day I took her to Tanglewood Park as a participant in the
British Car Show. There, with my pride and nervous as a mouse in a at
house, I nearly stumbled going to accept the First Place Trophy. Yes, I did
pat her on the hip (fender) and talk to her “That’s my baby.”
Ever since, Gwendolyn has been nothing less than a joy to drive with
no problems. She’s proven herself in beauty and in strength, giving a few
BMW’s a run for there money. She’s honored her name in every respect
with pride. ■
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My Spitfire Story

“A Long Road to an Old Dream”
BY PHILLIP PUMMELL, OKINAWA JAPAN/MICHIGAN

Like most teenagers slowly approaching the
day when I would finally obtain that coveted
“drivers license” I was obsessed with cars. It was
approaching the mid 70’s; gas shortages were as
yet unheard of, older muscle cars were the desired
mode of transportation and could be had for a
summer’s wages. But, one of my many car
dreams in those days was inspired by a magazine
ad featuring a BRG Triumph Spitfire. Many hours
were spent envisioning myself speeding about in
that car with a pretty girl next to me, being “way
to cool” and the envy of all my friends. However,
as with most plans devised in the mind of teen’s
reality steps in and price and practicality are to
win out over by best daydreams. To begin with, it
would have taken five summers worth of wages to
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purchase the little British beauty, and in rural
southern Michigan practical is spelled “p-i-c-k-up”. Over time the Spitfire dream was forgotten
and in the years since I have owned a long list of
junkers, classics, and practical vehicles but never a
Spitfire.
Having been born with a wrench in my hand and
an insatiable desire to repair things I always had a
restoration project of some type to occupy my
time. However, being in the military for the last
18 years has brought a major move every three
years which always resulted in the sale of my project, usually before completion. In 1998 while stationed in Dayton Ohio, I had so far resisted the
urge to purchase a new project. Glen, a co-worker
who is a retired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel had
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learned that I did automotive restoration as a
hobby and wanted me to take a look at his 1970
Triumph TR6.
As the story goes, he bought the car brandnew upon entering the Air Force and used it as a
daily driver for several years in several different
countries. At this point the car had not run for
eleven years, had an extreme rust problem and a
rotted interior, most sane people would have
promptly advised him to sell it as a parts car.
However, I was intrigued by the forlorn little
British car, and an old memory briefly flickered
through my mind. My desire to repair and his
sentimental attachment to the car overcame my
sanity and I agreed to do the restoration on the
promise that he and his checkbook were committed to the project
Over the next year, nearly every weekend and
evening hour were spent in the garage resurrecting
the TR6. By now, having developed an intimate
knowledge of literally every part of this LBC and
sparked by the
sound of the now
smoothly running
engine and the
flowing lines of
restored body, I
was at the same
time resurrecting a
never realized love
for little British
cars.
One evening,
after retiring from
the garage for the
night, I settled in
with the “classic
cars for sale” section of the newspaper and began scanning for the word Triumph as had become habit.
My heart leapt as I came across an ad for a 1975
Spitfire, “showroom condition” followed by a
slightly hefty price. It was already too late to call
that night, so the next morning I set up a meeting
for right after work and got directions.
With guarded anticipation as to exactly what
“showroom condition “ would equate to, I drove
to a garage in the middle of an apartment complex
and was met by the tenant manager. My wildest

dreams were met upon opening the garage door
and feasting my eyes on a truly “show room” (not
BRG), but pimento red Triumph Spitfire complete
with the optional hardtop, which was on a shelf in
front of the car. Sitting on the opposite side of the
garage was a rough but ready TR4 that belonged
to the tenant manager. I could hardly contain my
enthusiasm as I closely inspected every detail of
the car, and took it for a short drive adding 5 to
the odometer reading of only 48,301 miles. The
only flaw on the car that otherwise looked like it
had never left the dealership was the paint on the
firewall that was damaged by a leaking clutch
master cylinder that had been replaced. As it
turned out, the car belonged to the 74-year-old
owner of the apartments, who had already turned
down several offers for the car that were not up to
his standard. Or in his opinion, the potential buyers were not up to the standard of owning his cherished little British beauty.
I lingered for a long conversation about

Triumphs with the tenant manager. I relayed my
long forgotten desire to own a Spitfire, and
recounted the present TR6 restoration project that
had rekindled it. I departed making an offer that
was below the asking price, but was in my opinion
fair.
Apparently I had passed the exam because
later that evening I got a call from the owner who
after a brief conversation accepted my offer. The
day soon came and I met “the owner this time” at
WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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the garage. We had a long conversation about the
Spitfire’s history and he was pleased with his
choice for his car’s new owner.
Twenty-five years after daydreaming it; here
I am speeding down the highway in my very own

Spitfire. It’s a hot and sunny afternoon, the top is
down, and I have a pretty girl next to me, (my 8
year old daughter who won the coin toss with her
older sister for the first ride). Life is good, and
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for the first time I don’t have to spend hours
upon hours restoring a car before I can enjoy it.
Only a month later, my garage looked great
with my beautiful new Spitfire parked next to a
gleaming newly restored TR6. We worked till
after midnight putting the finishing touches on
the TR6, so we could take “both” cars to the
Dayton “British Car Days 99” show the next day.
Being the first time in many years he had been
behind the wheel of his favorite toy, Glen’s face
was as bright as his newly restored TR6 as we
sped the two gleaming Triumphs side by side
down the highway. The show was great! We both
placed in our respective classes and received
plaques. I met and talked with other LBC owners to include the late John E Clark next to his
“little butterscotch beauty” 78 Spitfire.
I plan to obtain and restore more Spitfires
and GT6. I’ve already rescued a 74 1500 from a
barnyard but alas, due to the elements it can only
be a parts car. For now, I’m back overseas on
Okinawa. But the Spitfire “that I will NEVER
sell” is safely tucked under its cover in Michigan
faithfully awaiting my trips home when we will
again speed down the country roads, and I can be
just “way too cool” with a pretty girl next to me,
at least until I can buy my wife her own LBC.
She wants a GT6, and my daughters still have a
few years left to daydream. ■
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“Spitfirossa”
BY DWAYNE JACKSON, FORT WORTH, TEXAS

When I bought my Spitfire in
the early 1990’s it had been partially set on fire and had 2 very
large bullet holes in the bonnet,
thru the radiator & wiper motor. I
originally bought it for a parts car,
but after a once over it was apparent this was an easier fix than the
other Spitfire I had. So I went to
work and combined the two and
made what I have here
“Spitfirossa”.
I drove it almost everyday
until late 1999 when I finally
bought a truck with air conditioning & other creature comforts.
Currently the car is undergoing an
overdrive transmission rebuild. So
far it looks like it’s going to cost
more than I have available right now. So, I’m
searching for a reasonably priced used unit. It’s terrible not being able to drive it right now because
this is the 1st time since I a have owned it that
Texas has had a long unseasonably cool spring and
early summer (80’s-low 90’s).

I like to get more information about any and
all engine swaps for this car. Any information about
retrofitting some sort of air conditioning system
would be highly appreciated too! As you can see...I
am not one that is concerned about stock and original restoration. ■

Long Time Spitfire Owner!
BY LYNN STENNIS, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA

When I went looking for a GT6 to purchase in
the summer if 1973...there was NOT ONE to be
found on any car lot in Fresno! So, I had to settle
for a 1970 Triumph Spitfire.
To my surprise...it fell apart...I
cried...gathered myself and went searching
for another Spitfire.
I spent three hours on various car lots
one Saturday morning...NOTHING. The
salesperson said if he located something he
thought I might like, he could call me. After
several weeks, I received a call out of the
blue, a car of my interest might have been
located. I drove down to the town of Visalia,
and what a sight to behold. A beautiful little
Blue Spitfire alone in a little shed. It had a
home, mine. The car was a 1974 Spitfire and
the year was 1975. I have had tons of trouble with it but I have held onto that car.

My first love has always been a
Triumph GT6, and my heart still
aches and longs for one. I will have
to continue to search on. ■
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Fun with
Dick & Val

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY
GREGORY HERTEL, CANADA
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The year is 1964. Valerie, a young
Yorkshire lass and her father visit their local
Standard-Triumph dealership - Glovers of
Rippen. Val spots a brand-new white,
Triumph Spitfire 4 (Mk 1) sitting on the lot.
The sexy flowing lines of Michelotti’s
design, standard features such as disc brakes
and roll-up windows and the unbeatable
price of £720.00 all catch her fancy. She
purchases the car almost immediately and
the die is cast for a life-long enthusiasm for
Spitfires.
Fast forward thirty-seven years. Val is
now the mother of two grown children and
spouse to Dick Lloyd who live in a beautifully restored country home in the village of
Haydon, Ontario, about 100km Northeast of
Toronto, not too far from Mosport
International Raceway. Rich, luxurious gardens compliment their rolling and maturetreed property, and in the garage behind the
house is parked a meticulously restored,
cherry-red 1964 Spitfire Mk.1.
From the seats of some comfy yard
chairs, tastefully positioned in a recessed
part of their charming garden, facing a
field with distant cattle in it, Val, Dick
and I sit sipping coffee on a beautiful
mid-August morning. Dick and Val’s
enthusiasm for their mutual hobby is clear
from the outset. “My dad always wanted a
sportscar,” recalls Val who goes on to note
that he always drove very dignified
Jaguars that weren’t particularly sporty.
“He encouraged me to get one because he
always wanted one himself.”
Her father’s encouragement was more
than enough for Val. Her sleek GWT
342C swingingly took her to work,
social outings and the occasional
rally on the sportscar-loving windy
roads of Yorkshire. It also took her
on longer road trips to France,
Sweden and Denmark.
Val’s interest in travel and adventure eventually led her to Canada in the
late 1960’s as she hoped to work her way
around the world. During an absence, of
what was to be “only a year”, the care of her
Spitfire was left to a brother. A brother, who
subsequently kept the car when it became
apparent she wasn’t going to be returning
home. The eventual whereabouts of her
Spitfire and her brother’s promised payment
to her for the car have long since become
unexplained mysteries in Val’s family.
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“MY DAD ALWAYS WANTED A
SPORTSCAR. HE ENCOURAGED ME
TO GET ONE BECAUSE HE ALWAYS
WANTED ONE HIMSELF.”
–Val Lloyd

Meanwhile in London , around the same time
as Val was beginning her travels, a young Dick
Lloyd was being courted by a large Canadian bank
to immigrate to Canada where they were experiencing a shortage of bank executives. Dick and a
friend thought about it briefly and then signed on
with the bank. Banking, of course, was in Dick’s
blood as his father was a banker. Despite the fact
that Dick had a particular aptitude as a young man
for working on cars, especially his father’s Wosley
and later, a Morris Oxford, Dick was steered into
banking. Balance sheets, annual statements, profit
and growth margins never dulled his passion for
working on cars as Dick aspired to owning a
British sportscar someday.
As fate would have it, Dick and Val met while
they were both working in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
They eventually married, moved to Montreal,
began a family, and subsequently, moved a number of times with the bank. In 1980 they saw an
old country home and property in Haydon, purchased it, and set about restoring the home and
landscaping the property.
Two years ago, as Dick was winding up his
career with the bank, some friends happened to

mention in passing that they had an old sportscar
they had lost interest in restoring. The moment
Val learned that the sportscar was a Spitfire, she
convinced Dick that they must purchase the car. It
felt to Val like fate had intervened to replace the
one that had been left at home so many years earlier.
“It was a good-looking shell” notes Dick as
most of the exterior body work and painting had
WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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been completed. However, all the mechanicals
where in pieces. After a short period of reflection, and the purchase of both a Haynes Manual
and a Spitfire, Vitesse and Herald Manual, Dick
set about to make the car safe, reliable and as original as possible.
Over the next eighteen months, Dick pulled
the engine and undertook a complete mechanical
restoration. He installed a new ignition system,
new brake lines, new clutch, valves and timing
chain. He welded in a new floor, sills and rear
valance. He replaced the the entire electrical harness as well as all the switches and dials. The
cockpit was totally re-trimmed, the seats were redone, all the bright work was renewed and a new
top was purchased.
Given that this model is almost forty years
old, tracking down all the necessary parts for the
restoration required a great deal of hunting and
gathering on Dick’s part. He credits Rimmer
Bros., Victoria British, The Roadster Factory and a
38
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number of local suppliers with helping him locate
everything he needed. Earlier this spring, the
work was completed and Dick and Val’s 1964 Mk
1 rolled out of the garage for its first season of
motoring in many years.
As this is their first season of motoring with
the car, Dick and Val have used the car for running
errands, and the occasional spin in the serene
rolling countryside that surrounds them. While
driving those roads this summer, they encountered
the occasional thunderstorm, and consequently
have become quite proficient at putting the top on
the car, “... with those damn spring-loaded
uprights...”, in less than five minutes. Indeed,
having never seen how a top for a Mk 1 or Mk 2

Spitfire is erected, until Dick demonstrated it
for me, I can now speak for all Spitfire Mk 3’s,
Mk 4’s and 1500 owners who are grateful for the
relative simplicity with which the top on those
cars can be raised or lowered compared to the
complicated tops on Mk 1’s and Mk 2’s.
Dick and Val are looking forward to the fun
and pleasure of driving their Spitfire for many
years to come. With the thoughtful and sympathetic restoration now complete, a twinkle in their
eyes and a wry grin between them when I ask who
gets to drive it the most, and, a spare engine the
garage just in case, it’s clear that the many miles
they’ve travelled thus far, is just the preamble for
the many miles yet to go in their Spitfire. ■
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A Wise Man Learns from His Mistakes, A
Wiser Man Learns from Other’s Mistakes
BY DAN CULLISON, ELLERSLIE, GEORGIA

For 21 years, I’ve owned a 1963 MkI
(Fc23IIL) and last year I decided to do a complete
frame-off restoration. After 9 months, I am finally
getting close to finishing. This car has had several
amateur attempts to restore it, including 2 by
myself - before I knew what I was doing. Looking
back, I cringe at some of the modifications I
thought were good ideas at the time. For instance,
cutting holes into the rear valence and side panels
to accommodate speakers, throwing out the passenger glove-box for more legroom, “smoothing”
bodywork by globbing on more primer, etc...,etc...
The last five years, the car has sat outside,
unprotected, with wet carpets slowly rusting out
the floorpans. The following are some insights
I’ve learned over the last several months;
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#1 Never throw away any part until you have the
replacement part on your car,
#2 I have used the website
www.TriumphSpitfire.com classified ad
section to find obscure parts no longer made
(crashpad, header for 1147cc),
#3 Other hard parts to find were located on
ebay.com searching under “Triumph Spitfire”
averages 150-200 items for sale at any one
time. I found a N.O.S. Tonneau top for $60
and a rear valence (without speaker holes) for
$45,
#4 3/16" British Brake lines can be found at any
autoparts store. These stores all seem to carry
the same display and the British pipes never
sell out, Wonder why?
#5 Silicone brake fluid is worth the extra
expense. Save the old fluid for the next time
your refinishing furniture,
#6 As I took small parts off, I cleaned, repainted,
and placed in ziplock bags to keep organized
and not rely on my memory,
#7 Adding a simple, inexpensive sandblasting
attachment to my air compressor was great
for hard to reach places, such as, door jams,
and cleaning small parts to be repainted,
#8 To replace wooden or to upgrade the early
metal instrument fascia, Rockler’s woodworking products (www.rockler.com) offer
self-adhesive veneers. These can be easily
applied, trimmed, and finished w/ a spray
exterior polyurethane,
#9 Place large gaskets (i.e. windscreen) and
vinyl in the sun for a few hours before using
to make it easier to work with.
#10 If replacing the floorpans, take several measurements from different reference points for
the location of the support brace mounting
holes. Once the body is replaced onto the
frame, there is little room for adjustment.
#11 Two golden rules about body work; “The
darker the color, the less forgiving the bodywork”, and “ Time spent painting is 95%
preparation and 5% spraying”. ■
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Side Marker Repair
BY TERRY THOMPSON, E. FALMOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS

One of the most sought after trim items on the
Triumph Spitfire is the elusive base for the sidemarker lamps. (This is obviously not a problem in
the UK, where side marker-lamps were not a
mandatory safety feature). The problem is that the
natural rubber is less resilient to UV break down
and temperature changes than it’s synthetic counterparts and the dreaded “dry-rot” symptoms will start
to appear within 10 years of outside use.
THE SYMPTOMS:

The black pigment in the natural rubber will
run in the rain or when washing, usually messing
up your car’s paint job with inky black runs down
the fenders. The rubber eventually gets a dry,
course, grainy texture to the areas exposed to
weathering. And finally, in the last stages of dry rot,
the rubber; cracks, splits and breaks off in chunks
of crumbly black hard rubber. Often, we don’t
know the extent of dry rot until we’ve pulled the
side-markers off of our vehicle.
OPTIONS:

Some of us are aware of the fact that the rubber bases can be obtained from Rimmer Bros. In
the UK as a complete set with the reflectors, lenses
and bulb-holders etc. for an approximate cost of
$200 US. But no source sells the rubber bases by
themselves.
Also, there are some similar rubber bases made
to go on the MG Midget, they hold the same reflector and running lamp lens as on the Spitfire, and
even use the same chrome trim piece, but the bases
do not have the characteristic Spitfire “compound
lean” to them. This lean makes the rubber bases
proprietary as to where they can be mounted, as it
makes them plum on a perpendicular plane to the
ground, and parallel with the side of the car. The
Midget rubber base is also narrower due to this
shorter base. With it installed on a Spitfire that hasn’t been painted in a while you will see the outline
of the paint fade mark that the old base was covering.
The first idea that I had was to attempt to use
some fluid to re-hydrate the rubbers to halt the
process of dry rot. But as we all know, petroleum
based products will cause further deterioration of
natural rubber, turning it into a gooey mass. I contemplated using Girling LMA fluid to re-hydrate
the deteriorated rubbers, but then decided against
this course, when I remembered what affect it has

on paint.
I then tried several coatings, rubber bumper spray
paint and a rubberizing synthetic tool coating (Plastidip) to cover the deterioration and hopefully keep the
rubber together. The rubber
bumper spray was too hard
and immediately flaked off
upon drying. And the synthetic rubber tool coating
had poor adhesion and
rubbed-off of the bases with
a gentle brush of a finger.
Even with gentle handling it
was apparent that these coatings wouldn’t work for any
duration.
The last item I considered was using a silicone
based adhesive (black Permatex silicone adhesive)
to glue the cracks and keep them from braking off
into pieces. If you’ve ever worked with these types
of adhesives, you know that they are very messy,
dry quickly and stick to just about everything
except for what you’re trying to adhere. My hopes
grew after applying the silicone to fix severe cracks
in one of the rubber bases and testing the durability.
At first brushing it gently with my fingers then
aggressively, then finally bending the rubber base at
acute angles to see if the silicone would let go. It
was almost as if the black silicone adhesive was
made specifically to adhere to dry-rotted natural
rubber!
The main drawbacks to the silicone are; the
acrid smell, the fast drying time and though the silicone bonded well to the natural rubber it leaves an
uneven surface when applied with your fingers. But
with a few tools that you may already have around
your house, I think you’ll find that you can rejuvenate your rubber bases, if for no other reason, to
keep your reflectors/lenses from falling off of the
car while driving.
The only tools or supplies that you’ll need are:
• A tube of black silicone adhesive (you won’t need
a lot, maybe half of a tube to do all 4 markers),
• A clean plastic scraper/putty knife ($0.50 US at
your local hardware store)
• A pair of scissors or hobby flush-cut diagonal
cutters
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• Some liquid dish soap
• A soft scrub brush
• Some paper towels
• A clean work area
(preferably with an easy
to clean surface or some
news paper covering the
area you’ll be working in)
• And possibly a few rubber bands (if you have
severe cracks in the rubber bases that need to be
temporarily held together).
The first thing to do is
to remove the side marker
lamps from your vehicle.
This will probably require
a 5/16ths deep socket and
a spinner or ratchet. And
dismantle them so that the
rubber bases are free from
the other parts.
The liquid dish soap and soft scrub brush are
pretty self-explanatory. You need to make sure that
the rubber surfaces are very clean to get good
adhesion from the silicone. Being gentle so as not
to create more severe damage before repair; wash,
rinse and dry the rubber bases well.
Once the rubber bases are clean and dry,
inspect them for any cracks, separation or missing
chunks. If none of them need filling or crack
repair then skip to the next step. Otherwise set
aside any that don’t require ‘repair’. Make sure
that the areas where there are chips or cracks are
cleaned out (this may require you to separate the
rubber to get in there with a brush, and further
splitting is inevitable, but just try to be gentle.)
If the rubber has deteriorated so severely that it is
in pieces, or you are having trouble aligning the
split parts you should install the chrome trim plate
that sits in the recesses of the base to keep everything aligned while you make the repairs. Squeeze
a small dab of black silicone adhesive into the
crack or onto the broken piece, and press firmly
together, using rubber bands to hold the separate
or disjoined pieces together. Allow a half of an
hour of drying time before handling or pulling the
chrome trim plate free.
Inspect areas that you’ve “glued” together for
silicone that has squeezed out of the broken. If
you need to, trim off any excess with your scissors
(cuticle scissors or flush-cut hobby diagonal cutters work best for close cutting) and re-apply if
necessary to fill any recess that you may have
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missed.
Once you’ve finished repairing the cracks and
gaps in the steps above, or if your side marker
rubber bases are in good (non broken but dry-rotted condition), it’s time to test your artistic skills.
Apply a generous amount of black silicone to the
side of the rubber base, and using the clean
straight edge of the putty knife and gentle pressure, wipe the silicone over the surface as you
would spread icing on a cake. Only apply the silicone to dry rotted areas. On areas that are still
smooth supple rubber, the silicone will simply pull
free or rub off when dry, so coating the underside
(that goes against the car) and inside (that the lens
and reflector cover) will simply be a waste of your
time and silicone.
The silicone is a lot like butter-cream icing in
it’s consistency and just as difficult to get perfectly smooth. It will leave ridges (if you are using
uneven pressure) and globules (if it starts to dry
while you’re spreading), so make sure you are
cleaning the blade of your plastic putty knife regularly. Do this by wiping it off on a paper towel
after each stroke. You probably won’t be happy
with the first couple of rubber bases that you do,
but while the first ones are drying, move on and
practice your technique with each in turn, and you
should see improvement in the finish on each successive one you do. As I mentioned before, any
excess that makes its way on to smooth rubber
surfaces (like the base if it hasn’t started the dry
rotting process) will simply pull free from the rubber. Little “tags” or globules that you missed while
applying can be cut free with scissors or flush-cuts
for a cleaner finish.
Several coats of silicone can be applied. Even
with gentle pressure, the coats will probably be
thin enough that you will require at least two coats
of silicone spread over the surface of the base. The
silicone completely cures in 24 hours. And I
would mention that the glossy finish of the silicone will make any imperfections in the surface
even more visible. On the positive side, if you
manage to make a very even surface when coating
your rubber bases, you’ll never have to armor-all
them, as silicone stays shiny for a really long time.
A last note is that the silicone doesn’t absorb
moisture and in the case of the black Permatex
should resist UV breakdown for a good long time,
giving your rubber bases a second wind at keeping
your side marker lamps in place for years to come.
Also Permatex makes a black rubber sealant
which is a similar product but is less viscous and
has shorter list of applications and longer drying
time. It may or may not work as well as the black
silicone adhesive. ■
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Dating Your Spitfire
BY FRED GRIFFITHS, CANADA

No, not taking your Spitfire out for a soda and
a movie! Not even taking your favourite girl out
IN your Spitfire. Dating your Spitfire refers to
determining the exact date it was produced, and
assembled.
Wouldn’t your registration papers prove its
age? Not necessarily. North American auto dealers
start their model year in August, therefore it is very
difficult to know if a car sold in any particular year
was really produced in that year. And, during the
final few years of Triumph’s history, it is common
to hear about how unsold Spitfires, and perhaps
GT6’s for that matter, were left in sales showrooms
from one season to the next. When a 1975 Spitfire
looked just like a ‘76, and very much like an ‘77,
there wasn’t much to prevent it from being sold as
a later model. The registration or title papers
would indicate the year the car was first registered,
not the year for which it was made, and certainly
not when it was assembled.
And over the intervening 40 or so years, there
is even more possibility that the car you’re being
sold as a particular year has a darker history than
the newspaper ad tells. Again, because so many
years of production look so similar, it is easy for
commission plates to be switched from car to car.
We won’t go into why this might happen just now!
So, assuming you want to prove when a particular car was made, what options have you got?
MODELS

Unfortunately the commission plate for the
Spitfire 4 (Mk 1) up to Mk 3, and all GT6’s do not
provide dates of manufacture. There are of course
badges, and trim details to help differentiate
between the various models. From that you can
narrow down production to a period of years, based
solely on models, disregarding commission numbers. This information is available from many
books and internet sources, but boils down to this:
MODEL

YEARS

Spitfire 4 (Mk 1)
Spitfire Mk 2
Spitfire Mk 3
Spitfire MK IV
Spitfire 1500
GT6 MK I
GT6 MK II
GT6 MK III

Oct ‘62 - Dec ‘64
Dec ‘64 - Jan ‘67
Jan ‘67 - Dec ‘70
Nov ‘70 - Jan ‘74
Nov ‘74 - Aug ‘80
Jul ‘66 - Sep ‘68
Jul ‘68 - Dec ‘70
Oct ‘70 - Dec ‘73

From the above it is easy to see that someone
trying to sell you a ‘rare’ 1972 Spitfire with 1500
badges is pulling your leg.
Within these dates, various subtle changes
were made at specific production points in the history of each model. Things like fan types, bulkhead contours, radiator size, steering wheel size,
dashboard layout, instrument details, interior trim
and paint colour codes can often help narrow the
years within which a certain car was made. To help
with this, there is John Thomason’s book “Triumph
Spitfire and GT6, A Guide to Originality”, although
a lot of it relates to British cars.
Fortunately for owners of North American
Mk IV’s and 1500’s the month and year of manufacture are stamped on the commission plate. Quite
often though, the only corner of the comm plate
that gets damaged or torn off is the corner exactly
where that date is located!
Assuming you have a commission number but
no indication of what year it represents, you can
narrow it down to within a year using the data published in books such as “Triumph & GT6” by
Graham Robson, or John Thomason’s book
“Triumph Spitfire and GT6, A Guide to
Originality”. As well, parts suppliers’ catalogues
like Victoria British, Moss Motors, The Roadster
Factory or Rimmer Bros. contain lists of commission numbers and the years they were used.
You could narrow the date down to a portion
of a year by using some very good databases on the
internet. Joe Curry maintains the International
Triumph Spitfire Database at
http://home1.gte.net/spitlist/index.html which lists over
8000 Spitfire commission numbers and their year.
A similar database, The International Triumph GT6
Registry, with over 500 GT6’s, Spit/6s and other
hybrid GTs, is run by Paul Tegler at
http://teglerizer.com/InternationalGT6database/index.html. The
years given on each of these sites represent the
registration year, not the actual production year.
By comparing your vehicle’s comm number to
the rest of the list, you can decide if your car fits in
say, the first quarter or last few months of a particular year.
Narrowing the date of manufacture to within a
month is also possible.
TRIPLEX GLASS

Spitfires were originally fitted with TRIPLEX
brand side windows and windshield. If this glass is
WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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1

still fitted to your car, looking carefully at the wording etched into the
Toughened
LAMINATED
glass can determining its year and
1234567890
1234567890 month of manufacture. Replacement
glass like Viracon does not contain
this information. First, you have to
2
assume which decade the glass was
made. This is easy for Spitfires and
TRIPLEX = January
GT6’s, based on the models listed
above.
TRIPLEX = February
The second step is to note which
TRIPLEX = March
letter of the words “Toughened” or
“LAMINATED” has a dot under it.
TRIPLEX = April
This will identify the year in the
TRIPLEX = May
(assumed) decade it was made. Each
letter represents a number from 1
TRIPLEX = June
through 9. If the dot is below the
TRIPLEX = July
space after the word, it means the
year ended in zero. See FIG 1.
TRIPLEX = August
Finally look for a code of dots
TRIPLEX = September
above the TRIPLEX name to find the
month of manufacture. See FIG 2.
TRIPLEX = October
Thus, a Spitfire Mk IV marked
indicates that the glass was produced
TRIPLEX = November
in September 1971. Of course you
TRIPLEX = December
may find that not all three pieces of
glass on a car have exactly the same
date code. This could occur during
3
manufacture where windows and
windshield from different production
batches spread over a couple of
months are assembled into the same
car. It could also be the result of a
previous owner replacing a side window, or more likely a windshield at a later date.
This information was contributed by ‘anonymous’ and is found on the tips pages of Tom
Shirley’s The Spitfire Garage web site
http://www.geocities.com/MotorCity/Speedway/1080/spitgarage.html

TRIPLEX
Toughened

DATE STAMPS

4
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A very easy, interesting and more precise
method of dating various components of your car
can be done by checking for date stamps. Taking
an average of these dates should give a fairly accurate picture of your car’s build history.
On certain components, look for a group of 3
or 4 numbers.
Sometimes
they are separated by a
space or letters, sometimes followed by
other letters
SPITFIRE & GT6 MAGAZINE • VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3

and numbers. Some examples are 876, 20WB74,
49 73, 47 1 (perhaps meaning 4 71?), E371, and
12V0878.
FIG. 4 shows two relays, the heater motor
label, voltage stabilizer and horn from different
years.
These digits represent the week and year the
item was made. The numbers will always be
stamped or printed, not molded. Any molded numbers will be a part number.
The easiest places to find date stamps are on
the horns and windshield wiper motor. On horns,
look for numbers stamped into the steel back cover.
You can see the windshield wiper motor numbers
stamped in the cover plate over the gear/cable drive
assembly.
Other items which can yield date stamps
include:
ITEM

LOCATION

Window winder assembly
main raising arm
Door striker plate
on main surface
Trunk lock
on side of escutcheon, inside the trunk
Door latch unit
rivet head of lock release
Ignition switch
aluminum switch casing,
inside the lock housing
Headlight & flasher switches side of plastic switch body
Switches on steering column
aluminum switch body
Voltage stabilizer
aluminum casing
Signal & emergency flashers printed on aluminum cover
Heater motor
printed on tape stuck on motor
Starter solenoid
bottom edge of plastic body
Dash light dimmer
aluminum body
Horn relay
side of metal case
Coil
bottom end
Distributor (Lucas)
side of body
Starter
side of body
Not every one of these components may be
marked on each car.
Electronic components, such as the seat
belt/ignition interlock module, offer another telltale
stamp. When the module is opened you will find
numbers on the main IC (integrated circuit). One
number will be the IC type, eg MIC7/c and the
other will be the date. On all electronic components, the numbers are written year first, week last.
Therefore 7327 will be 27th week (ie first week of
July), 1973.
Two other items which could give clues as to
date of manufacture are the alternator and carburetor. On the alternator a stamped aluminum tag was
held on by the diode block mounting nut. On the
Stromberg Zenith carburetor a small brass tag, held
on by one of the dash pot cover screws, had a code
stamped on it which indicated what year motor the
carb was originally installed on. ■

Do it Yourself

So, You Want a Welder?
BY STAN FINGERHUT, GENOA, OHIO

Most of us have been there. You have a part
that needs welding. It’s a pain because you are: A.
going to have to find someone to do it and B. get
it there. Now creeps in the thought- “If only I had
a welder I could do it myself, I could do all sorts
of things and the dreams begin to rush up thru
your head.” STOP...HOLD...Wake UP, reality is
knocking or at least trying to. Buying and using a
welder isn’t as simple as getting your first hand
drill.
Make no mistake a welder as a tool is very
useful but you need to understand that without
basic research and knowledge it will in the least
burn you and also can KILL you, with everything
in between. For this entry regarding welding, I
will focus only upon safety and purchase regarding welders. I also wish to note that I will for all
purposes be talking about MIG welders, since I
feel they are the easiest to use and for the most
part the most versatile.
This may be over simplifying but in my mind
a welder acts as no more than a controlled short
circuit. Most of us at one time or another have
accidentally crossed the two terminals of a car battery and seen the results. Melted spots where the
crossover occurred. Welding is kind of the same
thing only somewhat controlled. You are melting
two pieces of metal together. I will get to this later
on, but first safety. The first thing you MUST
understand is that when you weld you are sending
a current through the entire piece, car or structure
and anything in contact is subject to arching in it’s
path. This means that if you are welding to your
car disconnect the battery to avoid damage to it’s
electrical system. It may still happen but is very
much reduced. Electricity will go where it wishes,all you can do is give it a lesser area or path
that it wants to go.
The following is a list of DON’TS. I could
probably fill half this issue with warnings and still
have missed many, in any case this is meant to
help you decide if you want a welder of your own.
DON’T:
• Weld without proper welding eye protection, nor
let anyone watch without same.

• Indoors or out weld near flammable liquids or
gases
• Weld without proper gloves. Weld wearing polyester or synthetic clothing, 100% cotton is your
better choice it does not melt
• Weld with contact lenses
• Weld with butane lighter in any pocket or nearby
• Weld taking anything for granted because it will
I assure you bite you
I feel to some degree I have made my point:
SAFETY FIRST AND ALWAYS.
I will only add that you read every safety
notice and burn it into your mind. As I said before
I will be talking about MIG welding and we will
go on to your purchase and how much you may
expect to spend.
Within the wire fed type welder there are two
basic types-Gas and flux core. I would suggest
that you choose one that can do both. I also suggest that you purchase your unit from a welding
supply dealer, not a discount store. Reason being
that the the dealer will be able to offer support for
what they sell and also give instruction to you.
Not to mention the fact that they will often let you
use the equipment before you purchase. It’s well
worth the price difference.
Now, how much should you expect to spend?
A good MIG unit will run you about $500-600,
(does not include gas cylinder), welding gloves:
about $20-25. Welding helmet: approx. $30-40
(with self darkening lens add $100). Welding
wire: about $20 per spool. Clamps, at least 2:
approx. $30. Sander/grinder: approx. $50-60. Pick
and choose, if you have some of these items great,
if not you will need them. You may also need to
run a new circuit for your welder. Price: ? In any
case you are looking to invest approx. $800 min.
Do you expect to do that much welding?
Let the numbers sink in and decide whether or
not this is something you wish to pursue. At the
minimum of $700 it may cost much less to have
others do the work for you. ■
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Tech Tips
BY READERS OF SPITFIRE & GT6 MAGAZINE

WIPER PROBLEMS

If your windscreen wipers travel
over too wide an arc, i.e. they sweep
over the edge of the windscreen (windshield), don’t automatically replace the
wiper wheel box. It may be that the
incorrect wiper motor has been fitted at
some stage in the cars life. All of the 2
speed wiper motors fitted to Triumphs
look the same but a wide range of gear
wheels were fitted. They are all identified by the degree of sweep being
stamped onto it i.e. 100°.
My GT6 was fitted with a 105°
gear which I recently replaced with the
correct 100° one. Problem solved.
Amazingly even Spitfires have a
different gear to the GT6 which seems
odd as they share the same windscreen.
Some of the gears are still available
through parts suppliers here in England.
–Terry
WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT

Unfortunately you have posted (on
TriumphSpitfire.com) some sub-optimal
information about windshield replacement on early Spitfires. The following
is based on my experience with a Mark
2.
I have found that replacing the
windshield is much easier with the
windshield/frame removed from the car.
From underneath the dashboard,
undo the nuts pertaining to the two triangular washers that appear on the top.
The defroster vents are considerably in
the way, they can be removed or an
extension ratchet wrench can be used.
At the corners of the windshield, below
the dashboard, locate the rods that
extend downwards near the driver's &
passenger's outside knees. Remove the
nut from the end of the rod, and loosen
the bolt to release the clamp. Gently
insert a lever between the windshield
frame and the top of the dashboard and
gently pry the frame upwards; it may be
desirable to slide a blade around to separate the black rubber gasket from the
46

paint on top of the hood on the outside.
Lift the windshield frame upwards until
the rods are free, and remove it to a
secure location for further disassembly
as desired.
–Marshall Pease
U-JOINT REMOVAL

After many years I worked out a
100% effective way of removing UJs
which takes around 30 seconds once all
the clips are out.
For a right handed person hold the
halfshaft in your left hand and preferably with a copper hammer hit the outside of the flange that bolts to the diff
next to a cup - downwards, this forces
the opposite cup out, rotating the shaft
through 180 then repeating the procedure removes the other cup and then the
flange can be taken off. You are then left
with the UJ in the halfshaft only, the
exposed bits can be put across the jaws
of a vice and by hitting the yoke part
next to the cup it is forced upwards (or
rather the halfshaft goes downwards)
turn through 180 and repeat. No fiddling
with sockets or cups getting stuck.
When refitting fit to the separate
flange first and if fitting a UJ with a
grease nipple make sure the nipple is
pointing away from the diff. (Note some
cars have cutaways in the yokes to make
greasing the UJs easier, line up if they
exist.) Halfshaft UJs often need thicker
circlips fitting to eliminate the endfloat
that causes knocking, these can be fitted
when the whole assembly is in the car.
Propshaft UJs must never be set tight or
they can cause vibration.
–John Kipping
RADIO AERIAL OPTIONS

In keeping with the majority of
Spitfires I’ve seen around, both Spitfires
I've owned have had the radio aerial
mounted on the rear wing, presumably
to be sited as far from the engine
electrics as possible - good for reception
but not very user-friendly! I've been
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impaled on these things and frequently
snapped them off putting luggage in the
boot (you've probably guessed, I'm not
good at remembering to put it down).
Life suddenly got better when a
solution presented itself. My car is fitted
with a luggage rack of the normal aftermarket type which bolts through the
boot lid, and I thought that this could
double as an aerial. It proved to be a
very easy job to do. I just earthed the
outer core of the aerial cable to the
bodywork under the wing and connected
the inner core directly to one of the luggage rack bolts under the boot lid, leaving enough slack to allow the lid to be
raised. I have a replacement fibre glass
boot lid which made the job very much
easier as I didn't have to worry about
insulating the rack from the lid. With a
steel lid this should still not be much of
a problem as most of them are
rubber/plastic mounted on to the lid - it
may just mean placing rubber washers
under the bolts as well.
I haven't yet tried it with luggage
strapped to the rack but I am buying
fewer band-aids these days and generally, life has become much more tolerable.
–Jim Maughan
HEAD GASKET INFO

Starting the engine on my newly
acquired 1973 Spitfire 1500 showed an
oil leak that took a year to fix. I traced
the oil leak to the rear of the head where
it meets the block. Sounds like a bad
head gasket I say to myself...3 head gaskets later I learned that some 1500
engines have a groove for a sealing ring
around the cylinders and some don’t.
Mine didn’t but the parts books didn’t
know that. After I found the correct
head gasket it has run flawlessly ever
since.
–Tim Schubeck ■

Engine Swap

The Making Of A SpitCat Part 4
BY ANDY PREVELIG, FLORIDA

Unlike the original version, the new inner
wheel wells would be attached to the chassis
rather than to the bonnet itself. This made it necessary to replace the hinge brackets (which originally
rose from the pivot areas as tubes which curved
over, and were bolted to, the inner wheel wells).
With the fiberglass center section of the bonnet
removed and propped up against a wall, the metal
version was locked in a raised position. Hinge
brackets were designed which would attach directly
to the underside of the fiberglass center section.
These were made of triangulated 1 1/2" steel angle
and welded in place just above the original bracket
tubes. I temporarily retained the originals, so I
could make certain the new brackets were aligned
correctly with the old bonnet underside before
removing both the metal bonnet and old brackets.
While the bonnet was off I would install the
fans and the radiator. Electric fans are said to

save 8.5% horsepower, which couldn’t hurt. I used
two ‘pusher’ fans, mounted to the angled lower tubing of the sub-frame. These would blow upward
through the radiator which would be mounted horizontally across the top sub-frame tubing. The fans
would be controlled by an adjustable thermostat,
and wired in parallel so if one fan motor burned out
the other would still function.
Now to mount the radiator: When I designed
the front sub-frame I made the width of that structure correspond to the width of the big Jag radiator.
Now, mounting this would simply involve using an
aluminum angle bar above each sub-frame rail, held
by a long bolt at each end, to clamp the radiator in
place. Fortunately all the hose connections on the
Jaguar radiator are located on the same side, so
connecting them later would be simple, with minimal routing.
Back to the bonnet: the ‘Frankenstein’ metal

WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM

47

Engine Swap

bonnet was moved out into the driveway and cut in
half, down the middle. Now with one half of the
metal bonnet facing fender-side-up, I could begin
molding the fiberglass version of that fender section. When the layers were cured, the fender section
was positioned on end and the front area around the
headlight was molded. With the fiberglass shell off
the fender mold, a reinforcement box section was
molded in just behind the headlight, as the original
metal version had. Again, the fiberglass version of
these fenders had flanges raised one inch higher
than the original, for bolting to the center section.
A critical step was to remove all traces of the
mold release from the inner
surfaces, since I would be
applying fiberglass to some of
those areas. (Hours of scrubbing with ammonia, detergent
and flushing with water.)
How to attach the new
bonnet to the redesigned brackets? The first step was positioning the center section for an
exact fit to the cowling, using
long vise-clamps at each side.
Quarter-inch holes had been
bored in the top rail of each
bracket. The triangulated
design of the brackets meant I
couldn’t simply drill straight
upward through those holes
into the bonnet (no room for a
drill). Duh.
After sanding away the
primer over the bracket areas,
the fiberglass was fairly translucent, so a small laser-pen shining up through each
bracket hole pinpointed exactly where to drill. Of
course I didn’t want to have bolt heads showing
atop the finished bonnet, so 16 gauge steel plate
was cut to 2" x 6" pieces, with a 1/4" hole at each
center, to serve as backing plates. With the center
section removed again, these plates were epoxied to
the underside and three layers of fiberglass mat
were applied to imbed each plate into the bonnet
inside surface. An air die-grinder was used to route
the bonnet holes larger so the bolt heads could be
completely recessed and the holes filled with resin.
With all three sections finished, the side fender
panels were temporarily bolted on using the high
flanges to position the panels accurately. With the
bonnet propped open, layers of fiberglass were
applied to the seams between the center section and
the fenders. I had thought I would also need reinforcing ribs across the underside to prevent flexing,
but the new bonnet displayed less flexing than the
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metal original. With the bonnet lowered again, the
flange bolts were removed and the high flanges
were trimmed down to proper Mk III height.
A new bonnet prop, a bit longer than the original, was fabricated from 1/2" steel tubing and
articulated at the center to create a toggle system
like the original.
With the new lighter bonnet shell on, the body
was now finally complete, although much surface
finishing still would be needed. Next would be
fabricating the cockpit panels, floor pans, shifter
and pedal mechanisms.
Well, here it is; when I started this series, I

promised that I would not omit the stupid mistakes
I might make. Even though I would rather forget
about the following, here’s a major screw-up I discovered.
I was planning on beginning the fabrication of
the cockpit and boot inner panels but that was
delayed while I had to widen the bonnet. Yes, the
bonnet was 3/4" too narrow! How did that happen?
I had measured and measured the metal
‘Frankenstein’ mold many times over, getting the
edges where they met the cowling and front edge of
each door just perfectly. Just a day before I was
going to apply the fiberglass shell I decided to
increase the lateral curve at the back end, to have a
bit more engine clearance. A simple block of wood
atop the engine bowed the center of the back bonnet edge and cowling to a nicer curve...nothing radical, just a bit higher.
I didn’t check the side fit after that but went
right to molding the shell. Now what happens

Engine Swap

when you increase the curve in a panel, is that it
effectively becomes narrower, side to side. Duh.
Fortunately fiberglass is fairly easy to repair or
modify. After I was finished cursing my
carelessness, I studied just what the correction
would entail. The front of the bonnet was fine, of
course, but the rear edge needed to be 3/8" wider
on both halves (I couldn’t just widen the bonnet
3/4" at one side, because that would make the center ridge off-center).
I cut a long slot a few inches parallel to the
inside each fender flange, from the rear edge to
about 18" from the bonnet front edge. Because the
SpitCat bonnet is so long, I could spread the rear
slot the required 3/8" without distorting the front
area. Now I had two wedge-shaped gaps in the
bonnet to fill.
How to apply a patch? You can simply tape a
cardboard piece behind the gap and then fill
the gap with resin and fiberglass mat, but that
would compromise the strength of the bonnet.
What is needed is overlap. With a router and a
straight-cut bit set at 1/16" depth, an area 2" wide
was shaved on either side of the gaps on the bottom
surface of the bonnet. A wide strip of mat and resin
was laid across the gap to fill the shaved areas,
using sheet plastic and mold release as a backing to
hold it on until it cured.
That took care of the bottom surfaces. For the
tops, an area was again routed, but only 1" wide
this time, to stagger the joints as in the diagram
below. Mat and resin filled the gap and the top
routed areas.

Filled Gap

A bit of sanding and primer and the corrections
were invisible, and as strong as the rest of the bonnet. I determined that I would avoid such future
brain-fades by not being so anxious for the next
step without double-checking every measurement.
The few minutes spent on last-minute checking
would have saved me hours and hours of correcting. Lessons learned... again.
At this point the body was complete, but it was
just an outer shell. Now I needed to add the inner
bulwarks to tie the body and frame into a rigid unit.
For both the cockpit and boot, 16 gauge sheet
steel was used for the panels. The original
Spitfire body was 18 gauge, but I wanted a bit more
strength in the structure. Floorboards were welded

across the tops of the main frame rails and outrigger rails for the seat area. More sheet steel was
welded in the foot well area, but under the frame
rails, a lesson learned from the E-type recessed
footwells to provide more foot space.
The areas behind the seats were closed in on
both sides, from the kicked-up frame rails
across to each inner wheel well (photo below
shows ones side in process.) The open space
between the frame rails would be covered by a steel
panel secured with Dzus fasteners, for removal for
servicing the 9" driveshaft, universals and rear disk
pads.
These rear bulwarks form a shelf across the

rear and above that
shelf a full-width steel
panel was welded in,
tying the front edge of
the rear deck to the
frame. At the center of
this piece, two 5" holes
were cut, to provide air
paths to cool the
inboard rear brakes. A
perforated grill behind
the holes and two neoprene-coated aluminum
ducts route air to blow
onto each disk.
With the grill in
place, the air duct
openings look like
speaker grills... but the
only music in the
SpitCat will be the
sound of the V-12.
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For the footwells, sheet steel also closed in the
sides, tops and fronts. The inner, front and top panels were insulated with 3-in-1 insulation from
Victoria British. This stuff is economical, claims to
reflect up to 700 degrees heat, is flame-proof and
provides sound deadening. The front and top of the
driver’s side foot well was reinforced with 1" x 1"
1/8" angle to prevent any flexing when pressure
was applied to the brake pedal. I would be using
the GT-6 master brake cylinder for now, and perhaps adding a booster later if that was needed.
Between the two foot wells, the area just
above the transmission bell housing was closed in
and connects with the center bottom edge of the
full-width instrument panel. The transmission tunnel was not installed just yet, because I was still
designing the shifter mechanism and hand brake,
and needed to determine exactly how those mechanisms would fit within the tunnel.
In the boot, I junked the entire original flooring. Beyond the fact that it was badly rusted, the
new sub-frame required a new configuration. A
full-width panel of sheet steel was welded to the
bottom of the sub-frame, across between the inner
fender wells, from the area where it joined the main
chassis, back to where it meets the valance. The
bulwark which separates the gas tank (or later fuel
cell) from the E-type rear end/suspension unit was
closed in with several panels. The upper panel at
the center was held by Dzus fasteners to allow easy
removal for access to the E-type unit’s mounting
bolts. With most of the inner panels installed, I
could work on installing the shifter and fuel cell.
I decided to replace the GT-6 gas tank with a
racing fuel cell, for safety. Since the V-12 would
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have a healthy appetite for gas, I chose a 12-gallon
fuel cell by Fuel Safe, ordered through Racer Parts
Wholesale. This would give me 50% greater
capacity over an original Spitfire tank. I specified
the option of dual pickup lines so I could use one of
them for the return line (a necessity in a fuel-injected system). The rear sub-frame of the SpitCat had
been designed to accommodate the GT-6 tank, and
the 12 gallon Fuel Safe cell had roughly the same
dimensions as the GT-6 tank except for the height.
Nail-biting time until it was delivered and could be
test-fitted.
The fuel cell arrived (amazingly only three
days from my placing the phone order!). Moment
of truth–will it fit, or will I need to crank up the
grinder and welder for yet another re-do on the
frame? Luckily it fit perfectly within the sub-frame
- no alterations needed beyond a simple piece of
steel “L” channel across the sub-frame to support
the bottom front edge (the GT-6 tank had been
mounted to the sub-frame by the flanges around the
top edge). Fuel Safe gives you an 800 phone number in case you have any questions regarding
plumbing their systems... free expert advice is
always a nice touch. With the fuel cell installed,
two rubber-lined stainless steel 3/4" x 3/16" straps
were bolted to the sub-frame to hold it securely.
The original Spitfire filler cap was not used,
because I didn’t trust such a pop-up design to stay
closed in the event of a roll-over. The cell would
be filled via its integral fuel cap from inside the
boot. This meant I could eliminate one more external protuberance from the body lines, as I had with
the door handles. I would also eliminate the boot
handle, having the boot release operated by pivoting the license plate bracket downward. Blame my
‘50s - 60s hotrod-building days for my wanting to
eliminate most of the chrome appendages on the
SpitCat.
Now for the design of the shift mechanism.
This should be relatively easy, since the GM
transmission was a standard automatic with the
shift pattern in a simple straight line through P, R,
N, D, 2, and 1, with no tricky sideways or up/down
gates. With the driver’s seat temporarily installed, I
used a cardboard mockup of a shift lever to note
just where the pivot point should be for the lever to
fall easily to hand in all six positions while driving.
Most people don’t notice that when they are driving
and reach for the shift lever or radio, etc., they have
to lean a bit, (so shoulder harnesses are designed to
give’ until they lock up in an accident). Not so
with a racing harness, so all controls must be carefully located. The shift pivot point turned out to be
just about level with the top of the seat cushion,
and almost exactly above the selector shaft on the
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transmission (because the engine/transmission unit
was set so far back).
It would have been so simple if I could just
attach the lever directly to that selector shaft...
BUT the 90 degree arc between the fore and aft
extremes of lever travel would mean the shift lever
would move from way under the instrument panel
to close to the rear of the seat! Some linkage
would be a definite necessity to reduce that movement.
Most linkages between an automatic transmission and the shift lever incorporate a cable and
adjustment. Since the pivot of my shift lever was
directly above the selector shaft, It seemed like a
needless complication to use a cable system that
would connect to the shift lever and loop way
around in a wide radius to operate the selector (too
tight a radius and the cable would bind). Such a
cable loop couldn’t extend forward because the bell
housing was in the way, and to have the cable loop
toward the rear would get in the way of the handbrake system I was planning. Instead, I would use
a single solid link between the lower section of the
shift lever and a shorter lever on the selector shaft.
This would also eliminate the need for any adjustment requirement for cable stretch.

A rail/bracket made of 1 1/4"
steel angle was welded in place, rising from the left inner frame rail
and welded to a horizontal rail
which runs parallel to that frame
and joins the vertical inner corner
reinforcement of the left foot-well.
I put some masking tape on the
transmission housing to mark off the
desired limits of the lever arc, and
then made several pieces of trial
linkage from 1/4" hardboard pivoted
with 1/4" bolts. Trial and error until
the lever went between the marked
limits as the selector shaft was
cycled through all six positions.
Other considerations in the design
of the mechanism were that it must
preserve the feel of the detents in
each position, for positive location
in each gear, and that the leverage
advantage was on the short shaft
rather than on the longer shift lever,
so it’s inertia during hard braking
would not over-ride detent pressure
and move it out of gear.
Those hardboard pieces were
transferred to metal, cut out and
drilled for the pivots. I used 3/4" X
3/16" stainless steel (left over from
the hold-down straps on the fuel cell) for the short
selector shaft lever and the link. Billet aluminum
(1/2" thick) was used for the long shift lever—perhaps a bit of over-kill, but I wanted a hefty feel
to the mechanism.
The original Jaguar XJS, from which the transmission was taken, used a “T” handle, made of
plastic. In keeping with my preference for a hefty
feel, I used my drill press-cum-lathe to turn two
“T” halves from 1 1/4" aluminum rod. These
halves are attached by a section of 1/4" threaded
rod from one half to the other, passing through a
hole near the top end of the lever, like the original
Jaguar handle. Because the GM Turbo 400 transmission has Park and Reverse at the same end of
the shift pattern, a simple hinged gate could lock
out those positions until it is flipped over to one
side. I didn’t fabricate this just yet because I wanted to come up with a more elegant system, perhaps
like a button on the handle.
Next I would work on designing and fabricating the brake mechanisms. Remember... don’t try
this at home! ■
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A Women’s Perspective

Girls Can Too!
BY LAURA GHARAZEDDINE, CALIFORNIA

Girls can
too! We can
play with cars
and get filthy.
We can race
cars-and even
do well! We
can do all the things that guys can. But,
in all my travels about the car world, the
question I am most asked by people is
(who don’t already know me): Who are
you here with? Is that your boyfriends
car? I bet you don’t know what ‘balanced and blueprinted is! Etc.
(The answers: no one; hardly!; I dodo you?)
I’ve been into cars since I was a little girl. My grandmother used to work
on her old, green Plymouth station
wagon in the drive-way. My parents had
a Morris Minor back in Ithaca, NY
when they were first together. The one
thing they could agree on was how
much they loved that car. I called MGs
(and this is back when the prevailing
MG driving around Southern California
was the lovely MGA-still one of my
favourite cars!) “Mommie Cars”. I don’t
know why. I just thought my mommie
should have one!
Then a few years later, a lovely little light blue sportscar started passing
by my Grandmothers house every afternoon. It was an exciting car-lots of pretty little chrome letters and trim. One
day, I took a bike and followed it,
around the block, to a house behind my
Grandmothers. I looked at it very carefully. It was a Triumph Spitfire 4. I told
myself that someday, I was going to
have one! I was 9 years old.
Growing up, we had a multitude of
different cars, coming and going. Many
times not going, but...Cars that are now
considered classics of the 1960s. And by
the time I had graduated High School, I
had really come to appreciate cars, and
started to learn to tinker with them-at
least enough to get it home when it
broke! It was also the first time I had a
ride in a Little British Sportscar-a red
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lifestyle! I learned in short order to
change the fuel pump, change the water
pump, adjust the fan belt, to restart the
car when on a hot day it would just
stop! (Usually in the worst possible sections of Naples, Italy.) I learned to
adjust a Stromberg and by the time I had
my second LBC, I was an expert in
heater control valves and rebuilding
master cylinders!
I had a figure skating coach once,
long time ago who explained to my
mother that figure skating was like a
funnel-turned upside down-it starts out
small, but quickly becomes huge! LBC
ownership seems to be much the sameyou start with looking at cars, then finding the one to buy and then the funnel
really opens up! There’s maintenance,
repairs, Spitfire memorabilia (is there
any one among us who doesn’t have
a vintage ad for their car?), shows,
t-shirts, key rings and all the accouterments!
Now I have my
third Spitfire-Nigel.
He’s been a good
teacher. He’s given
me lessons in transmissions, differentials-big stuff! I
think I’ve learned
well. Maybe the
ultimate lesson here
isn’t to learn to
understand when the
valves are too tight,
or to differentiate
the noise a u-joint
makes as compared
Penny Sternbeck and her 1970 MkIII. Penny did much of the restoration work herself.”
This car very deservedly took “Best Spitfire” at Triumphest in Ventura this year. This is to a differential
makes when it’s
a girl who really can, too!
going bad. Maybe
the ultimate lesson is actually to get a
When, several years later I was livdaily driver that is dry, clean, reliable,
ing in Europe, my husband bought for
economical and you can’t hear idling at
me a 1977 Triumph Spitfire-Tahiti Blue.
a stop light...hmmm...Nah, where would
I was only the second owner-and he was
be the fun in that? Besides, I’m sure the
a good car. Arthur, King of the Britains!
Sentra club must be dull and
And with ownership came the true
“NissanGirl”, just doesn’t have the same
beginning of my apprenticeship in the
ring to it. ■
ways of the LBC! It’s not a car-it’s a
GT6! A neighbour’s sister’s boyfriend
used it to deliver newspapers. In the
winter. In the snow. With 4 full grown
people piled in! (Ah...youth!) That car
smelled so good! So...oily! There’s
nothing like the smell of a warm, oily
engine on a cold, snowy winter’s dawn.
I loved it! But I didn’t get to drive it.
A couple of years later, I went out
with a guy because he had a brand new
Spitfire! Sable with yellow and silver
trim-her name was Betsy. And Betsy
was a very pampered, spoiled girl! All
our dates revolved around the car-the
cleaning, the care, the feeding of Betsy.
When we weren’t doing car stuff, we
went to the drive in. Or camping-sleeping up on the mountain tops in an open
convertible in Colorado. In winter. in
the snow. (Do you see a pattern?) Betsy
was the first LBC I ever drove! When
we broke up-one of the few times I
actually did the dumping, I was really
torn-I was really going to miss that car!
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Ask the Experts

Basic Tools and Test Equipment
BY TED “THE TOOLMAN” SCHUMACHER, OHIO

Several recent questions have been about
basic test equipment and even basic tools. Save
yourself a lot of grief and $$$ by assembling and
using some inexpensive tools and gauges.
First, tools. Buy good quality tools. Decide
what you want to do on your car. Take into
account your present skills and also work area.
You don’t need air tools if your compressor is
only capable of inflating tires. If you are working
on a British Car or older American car, don’t
spend a lot of money on an extensive metric
wrench set. Get a good set of inch measurement
wrenches and add the common size metric
wrenches. Brand preference? When I instruct at
racing schools, I tell my student driver’s to buy
Craftsman. Snap-on has some wrenches that are
better, but if it breaks, you can find a Sears store
at 7 pm on Saturday night. You won’t find the
Snap-on truck till the following week.
There are differences in tools. If I have a difficult Phillips screw, I will raid my son’s toolbox.
He has Snap-on and the Snap-on screwdriver will
remove a screw that my Craftsman was starting
to round out the head.
Add tools as you find the need. If you only
need it once, borrow or rent. It’s a lot cheaper to
pay someone to press off a bearing than to buy a
hydraulic press, use it twice and then watch it
gather dust. Want to have air tools? Ask yourself
why. If the answer is you are going to do a lot of
work that would benefit from air tools - air chisels to remove old mufflers, impact wrenches for
wheel removal, stripping engines - then go for it.
Buy brand names with warranty or “cheapie”
off brands for occasional use such as air chisels.
Look at the specs for your air tools. How
much pressure at what psi? Buy a compressor
that meets or exceeds these specs. Remember
compressors are noisy when running so location
is a consideration. Be aware of wiring needs. If
you have light duty wiring in your garage, a big
compressor that needs 220V is not the choice for
you.
Point is this, decide what you want to do,
need to do and are capable of doing. How much
“growth” space do you have - storage, power
requirements, what do you want to learn/do that
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you can’t do now - then use this as your tool buying guideline.
And NOW, the test equipment. Here are the
basics of a good d.i.y. diagnostic test set.
Compression gauge, VOM meter, test light, fuel
pressure gauge, vacuum gauge and mechanical
oil pressure gauge. The last is one that you can
build yourself out of inexpensive components.
COMPRESSION GAUGE

This is the key to d.i.y. engine diagnostics.
This gauge measures pressure created by the piston moving up and down in the cylinder. The
reading will be in psi (pounds per square inch).
Buy a good compression gauge. Get the type that
screws into the spark plug hole, not the type that
you hold in the plug hole.
How do you use this magic gauge? Remove
all spark plugs. Disconnect the coil wire. Attach
the gauge to the #1 cylinder. Hold the throttle
wide open (carbed engines) and crank the engine
for 7 revolutions. Remember what the engine
sounds like when the battery is almost dead rraah, rraah, rraah? This is what you listen for. 7
turns and stop. If for some reason you happen to
release the starter (key) before you have reached
7 revolutions, hit the pressure release button on
the gauge and start over. DON’T interrupt the
cycle and restart with out first releasing the pressure already registered on the gauge. The reading
will not be accurate. Record the reading for each
cylinder. The minimum reading should be 100 psi
and the readings should not vary over 15%
between high and low. If you have a Spit and 3
cylinders read 120, 125, 135 and 90, you have a
problem. If the last reading was 115, you are OK
since this is within the 15% range. Now, what
have we learned? One cylinder is not working as
hard as the other 3. You are running with 3 1/2
cylinders and you need to have all 4.
OK, we have a low cylinder. What do we
do? Find out why the cylinder is low. Put some
motor oil in a squirt can that has a pump handle
and a long neck. Squirt 3 or 4 squirts into the low
cylinder. Immediately rerun the test on that cylinder. If the reading does not increase or increases
marginally, you probably have a bad valve. It
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could be sticking open or burned. This allows some pressure
to escape past the valve. If the reading comes way up, the
problem is worn rings or piston. The oil temporarily seals up
the space between the piston and the cylinder wall. The pressure cannot escape downward through this space so the reading increases.
A good engine should show compression approximately
even between the cylinders. Always figure a minimum of 100
psi per cylinder for an engine to perform adequately. High
compression engines will show readings over 200 psi. Normal
readings will be in the 140 psi range for a relatively stock
Spitfire.
VOM (VOLT, OHM, MULTI) METER

This will allow you to check voltage and continuity. The
voltage check is useful to see if your alternator/generator is
putting out the correct amount of current. See if your ignition
is getting the needed current. Test your battery. The continuity,
ohm, check can locate broken wires, poor grounds or other
electrical power losses.
TEST LIGHT

Get the type with the “icepick” style probe. Great for
installing lights, testing trailer plugs or seeing if a wire has
current without having to strip away the insulation to attach a
VOM meter. Hint - before using the test light, always make
sure the light is working by checking the light on the battery.
FUEL PRESSURE GAUGE

Not used often but a needed item if you plan on working
on the fuel system. British cars, with carbs, operate at about 2
1/2psi fuel pressure. Too little pressure can result in possible
fuel starvation and too much pressure can overcome the needle valve in the carb and allow flooding or worse, drop raw
fuel onto the exhaust pipe.
OIL PRESSURE GAUGE

This can be assembled by buying a oil pressure gauge
and some fittings. Don’t buy an oil pressure gauge kit but
rather a gauge head, some flexible tubing and a screw in fitting that will fit your engine where the oil pressure sender
attaches. This gauge will help diagnose worn bearings and
also a bad oil pressure switch.
You shouldn’t spend over $100 for the entire set of
gauges. One good diagnostic will recoup your investment.
Happy testing! ■

30+ years of selling, racing, servicing British cars

British Car Parts
New • Used • Rebuilt • Competition
Gear
Reduction
Starters

Urethane Suspension
Bushing Kits!
Steering rack mount kit $12/pair
Front A-arm kit
$40/set
Rear trailing arm kit (Spitfire) $19.95
Sway bar mount kit
$16/set
Call for other applications or info
about Nylatron or Delrin bushings

$225

• Higher torque
• Lighter weight
• Bearings vs Bushings
• Eliminates “hot start syndrome”

Rebuilt
Cylinder Heads
Price dependent on modifications
performed.

Stainless Steel
Braided Brake Hose Set

Dual Carb Kit

• European 1 1/2" SU’s (used)
• Intake manifold
• All linkage

$225

Mk3-1500
• Available for all British Cars
• Better pedal feel
Rebuilt Gearboxes
• Safer
Rebuilt “late” single rail gearboxes

$7295$64

95

$450

Be sure to check
website often for
specials and
used sports cars

TSI Automotive
404 Basinger Rd.
Pandora, Ohio, USA 45877
ph. (800) 543-6648 (USA/Canada)
ph. (419) 384-3022 - tech/general information
fax (419) 384-3272 - 24 hrs

www.tsimportedautomotive.com
WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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Head Gasket 101
BY MORDY DUNST, GEORGIA

The purpose of the head gasket is more than
just a seal between the head and the deck of the
block. It acts as:
1) a guide for coolant flow between the block and
the head
2) a “spacer” between the head and the deck of
the engine block.
Most older sportscars use gaskets that are
made from a sandwich of very thin copper, a
thicker fiber layer (typically asbestos laden) and
thin steel. This folded gasket design is impossible to customize for larger cylinder bores, racing
applications and is inherently weak. Even worse,
this design is hazardous to your health when the
gasket is removed broken and the fibers are
aerosolized and inhaled. Many “modern”
engines with aluminum heads and iron blocks use
state of the art MLS (multilayer shim) head gaskets. This design is not inherently strong but,
seems to work under a host of varying conditions. MLS gaskets have at least three layers and
at times more depending on the application.
There are no folds in this design and the layers
are clearly seen when viewed on edge. They are
made of stainless steel and are die cut under
enormous pressure.
Emission standards have driven engine
designers to produce motors that are efficient,
powerful and clean. Engine emissions are worst
when the engine is cold and and not running optimally i.e. at start up. To minimize this emission
load engines are designed to warm up quickly.
Since aluminum expands twice as fast as iron the
shear forces between an aluminum head and iron
block are significant. This shear can rip conventional gaskets and hence the MLS gasket was
developed to slide between this interface and
remain integral.
Besides all the trick things people do to the
ports, valves and combustion chamber, the head
is the conduit for coolant passage to the radiator.
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Heat is produced by the engine almost entirely at
the combustion chamber. Coolant circulates
through the radiator to the block where it absorbs
some heat before it passes to the head. Once in
the head the coolant flows through and absorbs
the heat energy. Most of the heat is near the
exhaust valves. This “heated coolant” then flows
to the radiator where it looses heat. Water is the
heat sink of choice since it has the highest specific heat capacity.
In order for the coolant to be functionally
efficient it needs to move in-mass from the rear
of the head forward. In street cars, where the
engines are running less hard than race cars,
coolant flow and pressure is lower (water pump
is driven by crankshaft speed). So there are typically more holes in gaskets for street cars to
allow for this. Most engines have coolant holes
in the gasket spaced from one end to the other.
These gaskets allow the coolant to percolate
through to the head appropriately for street driving but, less optimally for racing. Generally, for
race car engines there are smaller coolant holes in
the gasket placed forward which are needed primarily for gaseous escape routes and less so for
cooling purposes. Since racing engines produce
more heat it would seem intuitive that the flow
through the gasket be channeled to maximize
cooling efficiency by having more of the coolant
flow through the rear of the head. It should also
be stated that the flow of the coolant has to be
such that there is an adequate dwell time within
the head to adequately absorb heat. Additionally,
the coolant should be free of any insulating contaminants such as air (in the form of micro-bubbles) that would preclude ideal heat conductance.
Engines like to run efficiently at an optimal temperature typically above 180F but less than 220F.
Running an engine hard prior to proper temperature is not good.
TORQUING

This can be a problem at times. It is critical
that the fasteners you are using are appropriate
for the application. Use the best you can afford.
A key factor that is not considered often is that
the fasteners not only hold down the head but
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also PULL-UP on the block. The torquing procedure works in two locations i.e. 1) on the head
side and the 2) block side.
The threads within the block maybe weak.
Some spots within the block are weaker than others -depending upon how much metal is around
them. When these weaker spots are stressed they
“give” more than other areas. This can actually
deform the block and dimple the deck surface a
bit. This under-appreciated problem can create
sealing dilemmas. One method used to mitigate
against this effect is to study each motor and
relieve (chamfer) the holes where the fastener
enters the block.
BOLT LOADING

When a bolt is tightened a large portion of
the tightening torque is used to overcome the
resistance of the threads. Only about 20% (at
most) of the torque is transmitted in tension to
the fastener. A large part of the resistance to fastener loading is the friction on the wedge of the
threads. When the fastener is finally tightened
the axial tension generated is truly an impressive
quantity. An important factor in the resistance in
fastener loading is the surface finish of the
threads. Some aftermarket fastener manufacturers coat the fastener with a lacquer based material
that requires a high quality moly lubricant to be
placed on the threads for proper torquing. If this
is not done improper tightening will occur. If
you wish to use an oil on the threads for torquing
-you need to remove this coating with a wire
brush.
EXCESSIVE bolt loading will cause problems. Many backyard mechanics think that if 50
Ft. lbs of torque is good then 60 is better. In fact
dynomometer testing has shown that less is best
in most instances. Indeed extra horsepower
maybe gotten by being “torque frugal”. Why???
The more torque that is applied onto the block
the more chance of distortion. This distortion is
usually seen at the weakest places at the narrowest point of the bore and at the top of the cylinder. At the top of the cylinder where the compression pressures are always greatest any excess
distortion will nullify any benefit of that extra

clamping force. Blow-by of gasses will cause
premature gasket burn through and less horsepower. “Less maybe best”. Any good engine
builder will place the block in tension when honing the cylinder walls to mimic the actual
installed configuration. Only, with proper honing
while the cylinders are “distorted” under tension
can the true engine specifications be met.
SURFACE FINISH

The ideal situation is to have a finish on the
flange surfaces (head and block deck) as smooth
as possible. In older engines the typical surface
finish was made by using a fly cutter on a mill
that created symmetric arcing lines. This finish
was good for composite gaskets. The idea being
that there was some imperfection in the surface
so that it would “grab and hold’ the gasket in
place. Modern motors have bi-metal engines typically; cast iron blocks and aluminum heads.
These have different heat characteristics and
therefore stretch at different rates. If these surfaces had the typical finish of yesteryear the gasket would fail due to shearing effects. Newer
motors have very smooth finishes -in fact most
machine shops don’t have (but will have to eventually) the equipment to produce this finish.
When using copper gaskets in any motor ask
the machine shop to get an RA (roughness average in Microinches) of about 60 microinches for
cast iron heads and blocks and closer to 40 for
aluminum. ■

Copper Head
Gaskets for:
• Racing
• Restoration Projects
• To compensate for thin
“overmilled” heads
• Change compression ratio
• Any bore or hole configuration
U.S.A.

www.headgasket.com
copper@headgasket.com
Tel. No. (626) 358-1616 Voice/Fax

Available in thicknesses from
.022” to .125”

GWG P/5 Special
Gasket Dressing
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Web Survey

The Tires You Use
For a while now I have been asking visitors to TriumphSpitfire.com to tell us what tires they used and how they liked
them. I have decided to publish the list for readers that do not have internet access. Below is the list of the responses as
of December 1, 2001. Because there are usually only one respondent per tire this table should not be used as a product
review or be a sales pitch for any specific brand of tire, only to give a general overview of tires and sizes in general. Feel
free to visit the site to give us your reviews.
tire brand
Avon
Avon
BF Goodrich
BF Goodrich

model
ZV1
ZV1
Radial T/A
Radial T/A

size
175/70 13
195/45/15
175/70-13
175/70-13

wheel size (*=non-factory)
"factory" 4.5 x 13
6'' x 15''* (Compomotive ML)
4.5 x 13
5.5" x 13

category
sport
sport
touring
sport

rubbing?
no
no
no
yes

buy again?
yes
yes
yes
maybe

BF Goodrich
BF Goodrich
BF Goodrich
BF Goodrich
BF Goodrich
Bridgestone

n/s
Radial T/A
Radial T/A
Radial T/A
Touring T/A
Potenza

185/70-13
195/60 R13
205/60
205/60 13
175/70R13
175/70/13

5 x 13
5.5 x 13*
5.5 x 13*
6.5* (Panasport)
13x5.5J * (American Racing)
4.5 x 13* (Panasport)

sport
sport
sport
sport
touring
sport

no
no
no
no
no
no

yes
maybe
yes
yes
yes
yes

Bridgestone
Bridgestone
Continental
Continental

Potenza
RA1
c51
Sportcontact

175/70/13
185/60/13
165x13
165/60/R14

5.5x13* (Cosmic alloy)
"factory" 5.5 x 13 (GT6 option)
"factory" 4.5 x 13
"factory" 4.5 x 13

sport
racing
touring
sport

no
yes
no
no

yes
yes
maybe
maybe

Custom

Deluxe

155/80 R13

"factory" 4.5 x 13

touring

no

no

Dunlop
Dunlop
Dunlop
Dunlop
Dunlop

n/s
GT Radial Qualifier
SP20 A/S
SP20 A/S
SP40

160/80 14
205 60 R13
155/13
165/70 R13
n/s

"factory"
"factory"
"factory"
"factory"
5.5* (TR7)

touring
touring
touring
touring
sport

no
slight
no
no
yes

yes
yes
yes
yes
no

Dunlop
Dunlop

SP40 a/s
SP Sport 8000

P175/SR-13
195/55 14

"factory"
7 x 14* (n/s)

touring
sport

no
yes

yes
yes

Dunlop
Enduro 70
Falken
Falken

SP Sport 9000
Runway
Ziex
Ziex

225/40ZR16
185/70 R13
18560H13
185-70

16x6.5 * (Koenig Racing)
"factory"
5 x 13* (Minilite 8-spoke)
"factory"

sport/racing
n/s
sport
sport

no
yes
no
no

yes
no
yes
yes

Firestone
Firestone
Firestone
Federal
General
General
General
Gislaved
Goodyear
Goodyear

F570
Triumph
n/s
n/s
n/s
Ameri TE
400SL
Speed
Allergra
Corsa GT

185/70R13
P 155/70 13
P 165/80 13
185sr13
170/13
175/70 R13
175/70 R13
175/70SR13
P155/80 R13
155/80 R13

"factory"
5.5 x 13* (Panasport)
"factory"
"factory"
"factory"
"factory"
"factory"
4.5 x 13
"factory"
"factory"

touring
touring
touring
touring
touring
touring
sport
sport
touring
touring

yes
yes
yes
yes
no
no
no
no
yes
no

maybe
yes
maybe
maybe
maybe
yes
yes
yes
maybe
maybe

Goodyear
Goodyear

Eagle
Gran Prix S

20x8x13
165x13 82

aftermarket
5J* (Wolfrace)

racing
sport

no
no

yes
no

Goodyear
Goodyear
Goodyear

GMetrics
Eagle
GT70

155
20x8x13
175/70 13

"factory"
aftermarket
5.5J x 13* Dunlop

touring
racing
touring

no
no
no

yes
yes
maybe

Goodyear

n/s

155/80 R13

4.5 x 13

touring

no

maybe
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comments
Very very very good...
very good
Great looking tread, very affordable upgrade with good handling and visual results
On a '65 Spit they rub quite a bit in the front. Tires are awesome, but have chewed the
edges pretty badly with the rubbing
wheels are from a 79 Spit
n/s
Looks awesome
Slight front fender lip flare for clearance
Good all round road tire
The wet braking is great, and the way they let you slide, but not out of control around corners is great!
wheels are 28 yrs old
great for vintage racing
what is available in chrome in 13in beside wire wheels?
these are so hard and the traction of these tires in water is not so perfect and the sides of
tires are somewhat weak
Cheap, Cheap! The very soft, thin tirewalls produce a comfortable ride; who wants a comfortable ride in a sportscar?
ok
fantastic in the dry, slippery in the wet. A little wide looking for the rims
British cars should be shod with British, or at least European tyres.
The tires are too close to the wheel lip openings, especially in the front. This makes tight
cornering on anything other than a totally flat road a tire rubbing event!
Spitfire rims ARE Dunlop rims! Wouldn't go any larger than 175's!!
Roll the front fenders, and get the necessary negative camber via the upper ball joint/a-arm
location
Are you kidding? My cheek are still stuck to the side windows.
They repel the road!
excellent grip, wet or dry
Got all four for fifty bucks at a salvage yard off a Fiat X19. Great sticky tread, good in rain,
aggressive look!
Light weight, wide 6.6" tread. low noise. Good dry/sand. Poor wet.
wanted tire that says "Triumph" on my Triumph!
prefer a lower profile tire
nothing special but cheap
n/s
n/s
n/s
Anyone know a supplier?
Great Price, Good Tire.
These tires slide a LOT due to sidewall rollover at factory recommended pressure, but are OK
on the autocross when inflated to 40PSI. Next time will try 175/70 13.
Racing Slick
can anyone tell me any other makes of European car which use a 14 inch wheel suitable for
a Spitfire?
n/s
Racing Slick
Tyres have been fitted for some time - the car has hardly been in use for 10 years! Tyres are
probably obsolete, but grip pretty well. Wheels are steel, same pattern as Mk 4 Spitfire, with
wider rims. As used on "Formula Ford" single seat race cars back in the 1970s.
Tires were on car at purchase. I am replacing soon, hopefully with Michelin 155R13

Web Survey

Tire Brand
Grand Prix

model
Radial GT

size
175/70SR13

wheel size (*=non-factory)
6 x 13*

category
touring

rubbing?
no

buy again?
no

Handcook
Hoosier
Kumho
Michelin

Vectis
R33
771
Pilot Sport

195/45 15
20x8-13
175/70 R 13
225/35ZR-17

7 x 15*
6 x 13* (American Racing)
"factory" (1980)
9 X 17*

racing
racing
touring
racing

no
no
no
no

yes
yes
yes
yes

Michelin
Michelin
Michelin

Rainforce
MXL
MXL

185/70-13
175/70-13
two different

"factory" (1979)
"factory" (1980)
5.5 x 13* (TR7)

touring
touring
touring

no
no
no

maybe
yes
yes

Michelin
Michelin
Michelin
Michelin

WeatherWise Sport
WeatherWise Sport
X Metricall season
X Metricall season

n/s
175-13
175/70 13
175/70 13

5 x 13* (n/s)
"factory
"factory"
5.5 x 13* (American Racing)

sport
sport
touring
sport

no
no
no
no

yes
yes
yes
yes

Michelin
Motomaster
Nankang
Nitto
Pirelli
Pirelli
Pirelli
Pirelli
Pirelli
Pirelli
Pirelli
Pirelli
Pep Boys

XLX
Predator
n/s
n/s
P4
P4
P400
P600
P2000
P3000
P6000
P6000
86S series 60

155 SR13
p175/70R13
185/60R13
185/60R13
165/70-13
165SR13
175/70-R13
195/55-R13
185/60x14
175/70x13
195/50/15
195/50
205/60/13

"factory"
"factory"
5.5 x 13* (Wolfrace)
5.5 x 13* (Panasport)
"factory"
"factory"
5 x 13*(Panasport Replicas)
*n/s
6 x 14* (Compomotive)
5.5 x 13* (Cosmic)
6J15 * (Panasport)
15" x 6"* (OE MGF Alloys)
5 X 13 "factory"

touring
sport
sport
sport
touring
touring
sport
racing
sport
sport
sport
sport
sport

no
no
no
no
no
yes
no
no
yes
no
no
no
some

yes
yes
yes
yes
no
no
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

Roadstone
Sears
Semperit
Sumitomo
Sumitomo
Tire America

n/s
Guardsmen
Sportlife
HTR100
HTR200
gt+4

155/75
185/70 R13
195/55 13
185/60 13
195/60R13
195/65-r13

4.5 x 13
"factory"
"factory"
13" x 6"*(Diamond Racing)
5 X 13 "factory"
13x5* (American Racing)

touring
touring
sport
sport
sport
sport

no
no
no
no
no
yes

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
maybe

Triumph
Wal Mart
Yokohama

n/s
Ulysses
A509

155/80 R13 "factory"
R155/80 R13 "factory"
165/60HR-13 "factory"

touring
touring
sport

no
no
no

no
yes
yes

Yokohama

A520

185/60HR-13 5.5 x13* (Revolution 4 Spoke)

sport

no

yes

Yokohama
Yokohama

AO 32R
AO 32R

175/60HR-13 6 x 13*(n/s)
175/60/13
5.5 x13* TR7 wheel

racing
sport

yes
no

yes
yes

Yokohama
Yokohama
Yokohama
Yokohama
Yokohama
Yokohama

AO 32R
AVS
A008
A008RSII
H Rated
H Rated

185/60 HR 13
185/60-14
185/60R13
185/60
175/70 HSR
P205/60R14

13 x 6J* (Superlite)
6 x 14*
5.5 x13* (Panasport)
5.5 x13* (Panasport)
"factory"
14 x 6* (Panasport)

racing
sport
racing
sport/r
sport
sport

yes
no
no
no
no
yes

yes
yes
yes
yes
yes
yes

Uniroyal
Uniroyal
Uniroyal

Tiger Paw
Tiger Paw
Tiger Paw GTS

165-13
165-13
two different

"factory"
"factory"
13 x 5.5* Opel GT rims

touring
touring
sport

no
no
no

yes
yes
yes

Viper

TR

195/60

"factory"

sport

no

yes

comments
the tyres the previous owner selected. They are in no way to be considered aggressive. Any
sort of spirited driving far exceed their limits. Admittedly this is a large contact patch for such
a Spitfire but the compound is simply not up to the job.
Had the wheels cast and to the correct offset
good grip, poor life
very grippy and look good
These tyres are the best ever! A bit expensive at £160 ($230ish) but well worth every
penny! They look mean, are great performers and have a very, very large contact surface (as
you can imagine) buy them now!
good grip, ok price
good all-around tire
175/70-13 Frt, 185/70-13 Rr, tire size is ideal for adequate ground clearance and cruising
speed but the TR7 rims are very heavy
Improved handling and smoother ride w/ new wheels and tires.
look good and meaty
work well for an every day driver. Fairly inexpensive at $45.00 each
I've run 185/60R13s, but I like the better highway gearing I get running the taller tires. The
handling is better than the stock 155/80s, but not quite as good as the 60 series.
a great balance between inexpensive, roadholding and period looks
n/s
Very good "budget" brand from Yokohama. Good in both wet and dry
reasonably priced, looks good on the Panasports
tire rollover at low pressure,will go to 175/70 next
Rubs in the rear of the GT over large dips
Very quiet, Excellent grip, and really long tread life. I will buy another set for my '79 Spit
pirelli do not sell them anymore. Must be careful not to blow out a tire
modify wheel arches to minimize rubbing
Fill up the fenders nicely with the 6J13 rear and 5,5J in front
these wheels are for the tr-7 application and have slightly larger diameter wheel lugs
MGF Alloys a good fit, Tyres Very Good
The front lip needs to be rolled to fit with no rubbing. Great on dry pavement but light car
big tire's when wet, Slow Down!
excellent for touring
n/s
As wide and as original as you can go on a Mk1,2,3, bodystyle car
diamond wheels make several wheels with our bolt pattern affordable!!!
Great autocross tire
Front- rub inside when steering locked/ Rear- DON'T GO BACKWARDS WITH ANYTHING IN
THE TRUNK-- other than that great looking and sticky
really really cheap tires
cost $24.00 Cdn (=$16.00 US)
Have previously used Dunlop, Goodyears, Hankook and Sime tires. Yokos give better grip in
the wet than any of these did in the dry. Amazing. They are also very predictable and progressive on the limit.
very good in dry less understeer very good brake performance neutral handling, scary in the
wet
minor rubbing easily fixed; excellent on both wet and dry tracks
totally awesome. grip is astounding, cut 10% off lap times, Use car occasionally in summer
only and with light car tread wear acceptable for street use.
n/s
very good traction. Had to turn up the front fender lips for clearance
difficult to find now. Toyo radial can be used as replacement but must be shaved for racing
excellent
This is my 4th set of these tires, & I love em. They work great in the rain too.
Only trouble in the front. Could alleviate by rolling the inner fender welds or dropping down
on tire height.
n/s
Excellent in wet weather, good smooth ride
185/70 frt 195/70 rear. Nice handling, crisp response, even rolling, sure feeling, very
appealing looks
Good Price/Holds the Road well
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On the Track

The Macao Spitfire
BY STEPHAN SIEBURG, SPITFIRE CLUB OF SWITZERLAND

During 1964 and 1965 the Triumph
Competition Department under the management of
Harry Webster built a series of racing cars. The
most famous ones are probably the so called
‘ADU’ cars. They were used in Le Mans and other
rallies. But this is the story of the ‘Macao’, a one
off racing car built by Triumph.
In the Summer of 1965 Walter Sulke, a amateur race driver and Triumph importer in Hong
Kong ordered a very special Spitfire through
Harry Webster. He wanted to take part in the
famous Macao Grand Prix.
As time was short the chassis of a normal MK
2 was taken (chassis number FC 63 883 L) which
was supposed to be exported to the States. Around August 1965 the car was assembled at the
Triumph Competitions Department. It was originally a left hand drive -see the ‘L’ at the end of the
chassis number- but to meet Sulke’s requirements it was built as a right hand drive. From a chassis of a serial car and with some spare parts of the ADU cars they built a unique light-weight racing car.
As all the ADU cars consisted of a ‘closed’ body (not a convertible), the rear part was rebuilt
using fiberglass. The bonnet was taken unchanged from the Le Mans version (wheel arches of
fiberglass and the rest of aluminum). The complete body was made from aluminum, except the
rear part as stated above.
On October 29, 1965 the car was shipped to Hong Kong. It had an extra large fuel tank
(103 litres) in the rear and was made to be a single seater. The car weighed 566 kg empty. It had a
Le Mans ‘Stage 2’ engine containing aluminum cylindre heads and double Weber carburetors,
The cockpit with little luxury, even a
speedometer was missing
1147 cc, 108 horse power at 7,200 r.p.m. and a maximum speed of about 210 km/h.
Walter Sulke was quite successful when he took part in the Macao Grand Prix on
November 27-28, 1965. Later he won further races in the Far East.
It is unclear what happened to the car after these races. Where has it been during the
last 25 years? In Graham Robson’s book ‘Spitfire & GT6’ it states: ‘The car was probably sold to North America. It was seen last in California, considerably modified compared to the original version.’
The Production Record Trace Certificate of the British Motor Industry Heritage
Trust certifies that the car was sent from Hong Kong back to England, re-built with left
hand drive and re-dispatched to Los Angeles on April 13th, 1966. Now in the hands of
Kas Kastner, Triumph competition manager for North America, the car was used in the
The original engine was a 4 cylindre with 1147 cc and
G-modified class, still with the 70X engine.
108 horse power at 7,200 r.p.m
In 1967 Kastner installed a GT6 engine combined with a TR4 gearbox. The
car was sold then to Texas where it was raced for several years in SCCA
Nationals in class D-modified. The car was sold then within Texas in 1974 and
1981 to Georgia were it was raced by David Seibert. The car was sold then
again back to Texas about 1984-85. Afterwards we believe it was kept in a private collection.
After many years of silence, the car suddenly appeared again at a sports car
auction in Interlaken, Switzerland on September 28, 1991. Dieter Messmer, former president of the Spitfire Club Switzerland, took the opportunity and
inspected the car a few days prior the auction. No doubt, this was really the legendary Macao Spitfire, although the car did not have a lot in common anymore
with the original that left the Competitions Department in Coventry in 1965.
Despite this Dieter Messmer wanted to have this car and he got it! What conUnder the aluminum bonnet one finds today a GT6
6 cylinder GT6 engine
fuses me is that the car was again right hand drive when it was auctioned! ■
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Where is it now...
In August 2001
the Macao Spitfire
was bought by
Canley Classics
Triumph Specialists
in Coventry England.
The Macao’s future is
now assured.
It will soon be
housed in a purpose
built museum dedicated to Triumph,
growing to become
one of the largest collections of Triumph
prototypes, racecars,
and memorabilia in
the world.
In need of sympathetic restoration
the car is in remarkably original condi-

tion for a well used
former racecar. “After
the Macao’s period of
inactivity the engine
needed a little work
before it was again
fired up for a short
drive along the roads
it left 35 years ago”
states new owner
David Pearson. “We
are taking the Macao
back to its roots with
former Triumph chief
test driver Fred
Nicklin and the
MIRA test track
where locally the
Macao managed
130+ mph in 1965.
Should be fun” ■

Fastest Lap at Macao and second in the A.C.P. Trophy Race
FROM AN UNKNOWN SOURCE

“We all here want to congratulate you on a magnificent
car, which, only because of bad luck, did not do better.”
So began the cable from Hong Kong which gave the first
indication of the performance of the specially prepared
Triumph Spitfire entered in the Automobile Club of Portugal’s
Trophy Race and the Macao Grand Prix.
Both events were held on the Guia Circuit in Portuguese
Macao, and the car was entered by Z.F. Garages, StandardTriumph International Distributors in Hong Kong. On
November 28th, the Spitfire came fourth in the Macao Grand
Prix event over 60 laps of the circuit. It was driven by Walter
Sulke, Managing Director of Z.F. Garages, and was beaten
only by a Lotus Formula Junior, an E-Type Jaguar and another
Lotus Formula Junior, beating among others, a Brabham
Formula Junior, E-Type Jaguars, Lotus Elans and Lotus Super
Sevens.
This race was marred by an accident in the second from
last lap which caused the organizers to hang out the red flag
unnecessarily, and for a time Walter Sulke was placed third.
However, after a protest from one of the crashed cars, the
Spitfire was put into fourth position in spite of the fact that it

crossed the finishing line third.
In the Automobile Club of Portugal’s Trophy race the
Spitfire, driven by leading Far East driver Albert Poon, came
home second over 30 laps. The only car to beat the Spitfire
was the fast Warner Elan, but here again fate intervened.
After leading the field for the first six laps, the Spitfire
was involved in a slight accident with a Honda which ‘got in
the way’, and as a result was a slight touching of the two cars
resulting in a front stub axle of the Spitfire being bent and the
wishbone also bent.
The Spitfire then ceased to handle, but even so Poon was
only 50 seconds behind the winner and a lap ahead of the third
car, a Lotus Elan. After the accident Poon completed 24 laps of
the circuit and made the fastest car competing. The 1147cc
Spitfire was competing against cars of four times greater
engine capacity. Walter Sulke ended his cable with the words:
“Sorry we did not do better, the car had better things in it but
that’s motor racing.” ■
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Showing Off

15th Annual British Car Show
BRITISH CAR CLUB OF GREATER CINCINNATI, CINCINNATI, OHIO, JULY 22, 2001
PHOTOS BY BRETT BROBERG
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As dawn broke on Cincinnati - the Buckeye
State woke to a overcast day full of the look of rain.
But as the sounds of British Cars started to arrive for
the 15th Annual British Car and Motorcycle show at
the Edgewater Sports Park, the heavens parted and
produced a perfect day to display and drive these
lovable British Cars. Hundreds of cars were on dis-

play with once again the largest contingency from
the MG marque with over 50+ MGB’s.
Many Spitfires were there representing every
Mark. A lone GT6 showed up but it was worth the
wait. A wonderful example. The following photos
reflect part of the festivities, vehicles and characters
that we experienced in the fun filled day of July. ■

A beautiful GT6 of unknown ownership.

1975 1500 owned by Richard Campi

1979 1500 owned by Dane Petrie

1963 Spitfire 4 owned by Roy Jamison

This wonderful 1970 MkIII is owned by Phillip Reed.

1966 MkII owned by Philip O Daye
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Becoming a very rare site this Sport 6 was superbly restored and was brought by Meghan Jennings.

Parking lot MkIII....

And another 1500.
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British Car Meeting 2001
SPITFIRE CLUB SCHWEIZ, MOLLIS, SWITZERLAND, AUGUST 26, 2001
STORY AND PHOTOS BY STEPHAN SIEBURG

The British Car Meeting 2001 in Mollis is the biggest get together for British cars in Switzerland. Mollis
lies in the canton (state) of Glarus in a narrow valley with high mountains on either side (6300 feet). A quiet
place with about 3000 inhabitants, Mollis has no industry only farms and an airfield usually used by the army
and gliders. It is the third time the meeting takes place here.
For us, Marcus and Stephan from the Spitfire Club Switzerland, the meeting started already on Saturday,
August 25th. We built up the stand for our club. The sun burnt and since the meeting took place on an airfield
one can imagine that there was hardly any shade at all. Luckily in the afternoon it is
always getting windy in that valley so we did not feel the heat too much.
Unfortunately the stand was made out of aluminum, so the wind almost blew it down.
After fixing with straps it was safe.
On Sunday morning we started to decorate our stand with photographs of past
events and with a yellow 1977 Spitfire 1500 which bonnet we opened (people seem
to get attracted by open bonnets!). Previous editions of the club magazine were given
away for free for all interested people, goodies such as shirts, umbrellas, pins,
badges, key rings, stickers etc. were for sale.
Around one thousand cars were expected by the organizer, the Swiss TR Club.
This year the Swiss MG Club was invited as special guest. The Spitfire Club was
special guest in 1999 due to its 15th birthday and last year the TR Club celebrated
their own 25th anniversary. Obviously due to this, MG's were also the majority of the
cars attending. I guess there must have been about 100 beauties, from a 1935 racing
car to the very latest 2000 model.
Besides that the visitor’s eyes saw gorgeous examples of Austin Healey, AC
Cobra, Hillman, Jaguar E-Type, Lotus, Marcos, Mini, Morgan, Nash, two convertible
Range Rovers, TVR, all kinds of Triumph - TR, Spitfire, GT 6, Dolomite and even
the Racing Spitfires were there. Later in the day even non-British cars such as
Volkswagen or Ford were allowed to enter.
To our surprise there was not a single Aston Martin, wonder where they have
been?
Our club did not have the only stand, the MG club had theirs. The other stands
were either from garages, spare parts or accessories dealers.
Due to the heat selling beverages must have been THE deal! While a big band
played in the background, delicious chicken nuggets, steaks and sausages were prepared by the local gym squad. Children, usually not very impressed by old cars, had
their playground, which was much more fun.
We all had a great day and I am sure we
will be there again next year. ■

64

SPITFIRE & GT6 MAGAZINE • VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3

Showing Off

WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM

65

Showing Off

Cotswold Classic Car Show
TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB, SUDELEY CASTLE, UK, AUGUST 2001
STORY AND PHOTOS BY DAVE MACK

I'm often jealous of you folks over there in
America. The photos in Spitfire & GT6 magazine
regularly show you grinning happily from the
seats of your cars in the blazing sunshine.
Meanwhile, here in the U.K, the rain hammers on
the body of my Spit, threatening to reduce it to a
heap of rust before my eyes, despite it being twice
its design weight through the application of vast
quantities of underseal. No wonder it's so popular
to re-import those rust free cars from the U.S.
back to the U.K!
The storms on the day before the Cotswold
Classic Car Show threatened to ruin the event.
Sometimes, however, things just work out OK
after all, and as my son Peter and I turned into the
show field on the Sunday morning the sun was
beaming down on us.
The Cotswold Classic show is held in the
grounds of Sudeley Castle in the picturesque
English village of Winchcombe which is an
absolutely lovely location. The bells of the little
village church were ringing out as we joined the
queue of classic vehicles behind an E-type Jag and
a Ford Cortina. It was a beautifully fresh summer
morning, and the soft top was, of course, down.
The engine of our white Spitfire 1500, VOG318S,
had purred happily for the last hour and a half
along the motorway on the journey to the show.
Ahhh wonderful...
This was only the second year that the event
has been held, but it is already developing nicely.
The show is open to all classic and vintage vehicles. We were on the Triumph Sports Six Club
stand. The T.S.S.C. is a U.K. club catering for the
Spitfire, GT6, Herald, Vitesse, Bond Equipe and
Triumph 'Special' Cars. (see www.tssc.uk.com for
details).
Among the cars on display were Neil Hicks'
GT6 Mk3, only just back from a full restoration
but already a proven prize winner and looking
very smart. Neil has had this car since February
1999, and it is now fitted with a 'Roadstar' CD
player - one of the first available for auto fitment!
Graham Kingstons' red Mk3 Spitfire is also a
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beautiful vehicle - complete with wicker picnic
basket on the boot rack for this occasion! Graham
has owned the car since 1978, and it was restored
during 1997 - 2000. From my discussion with
Graham he has clearly put a huge amount of work
into getting the vehicle to its current condition,
and the results speak for themselves.
A fine blue Spitfire Mk4 (with interesting driving lamps) was brought along by Malcolm Piper.
Malcolm has had the car since 1997. It was originally green, and is still running on its original
gearbox and engine, which has been converted to
run on unleaded fuel.
A number of other cars in equally superb condition gave a marvellous display, and were a credit
to their owners.
It was refreshing to see that the enthusiasm for
our cars seems to be passed onto the new generation. My boy Peter (age 9) spent a considerable
amount of time discussing the relative merits of
Spitfire 1500/1300 engines with another lad of
similar age who had also come along with his Dad
in their Spitfire.
After a good look around the cars it was time
to hit the trade stands. In honesty there was not
much in the way of auto jumble this year, but we
still came away clutching a few bits and pieces. A
ridiculously cheap set of new air filters, an old
grease gun that may (or may not!) fit some of the
more challenging grease nipples on my Spit and
an oversized tin of underseal found their way into
our boot. A map reading light with a nifty built in
switch was just too tempting for my boy to pass
without buying it to add to the Spitfires' equipment.
A pleasant and sunny journey home left us
more than satisfied with the days event, and looking forward to next year. Thanks are due to all
those who worked so hard to make the day a success. ■

Showing Off

Brad Wolf’s ‘71 Mk4 placed second.

Malcolm Pipers' Spitfire Mk4 RGR270J

Graham Kingstons' red Mk3 Spitfire, XAB355G

Part of the display field, with just a few of the Spits / GT6's in the foreground

Peter comparing the engine of our Spitfire VOG318S with the others on display
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19th Annual Battle of the Brits
DETROIT TRIUMPH SPORTSCAR CLUB, STERLING HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN, SEPTEMBER 9, 2001
PHOTOS BY SUE SNYDER

Triumph Is Spoken Here! 330 British cars and 140 British motorcycles made a TRiumphant showing
at the Detroit Triumph Sportscar Club’s 19th Annual Battle of the Brits in Sterling Heights, MI on Sunday
September 9, 2001. The British iron was out in force at Freedom Hill Park, in spite of threatening skies
and afternoon thunderstorms. Featured this year, was the “Preservation Class” which showcased several
long-time class champions, including the absolutely awesome 1933 MG J2 Roadster of Dr. Robert Todd.
Dr. Bob’s MG also won class honors at this year’s Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance. In all, over 150
awards were presented to participants this year. As one Jaguar owner put it, “ This is the best car show I
have ever attended. I will definitely be back next year.” Good show, DTSC! ■
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And the Winners are...
Spitfire Concours MkI to MkIII
1st: Pat Barber, 1970 Spitfire Mk III
2nd: Derrik Winke, 1963 Spitfire 4
Spitfire Concours MkIV & 1500
1st: Grant & Cheryl Buss, 1978 1500
2nd: Roger Outland, 1980 1500
3rd (tie): Larry Jouppi, 1979 1500
Todd Wolfgram, 1980 1500

GT6 Concours
1st: Tamara Barber, 1968 Mark 2
2nd: Dave Chaborak, 1972 Mark 3
3rd: Doug Colby, 1971 Mark 3
People’s Choice Awards (Spitfire winners)
Best Orange Car 1st: Grant & Cheryl Bush, 1978 1500
Diamond in the Rough: Jeff Bush, 1979 1500
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21st Annual British Motorcar Gathering
CONNECTICUT TRIUMPH REGISTER, MANCHESTER, CONNECTICUT, SEPTEMBER 9, 2001
PHOTOS BY NEAL BEVILACQUA

Joe Barile, (yellow shirt)
Connecticut Triumph Register
newsletter editor talks to
Bob Wanta (blue hat). Bob’s
racing accomplishments
became legendary back in
1974 with his modified MkII
Spitfire in SCCA racing. Over
the next six years, Bob had
108 starts in the Spitfire, and
won an incredible 78 races,
including 51 of his last 55
races. Bobs web site also
claims he currently owns
"...the fastest streetable
1974 Spitfire in the
Northeast."

And the Winners are...
Triumph Spitfire MkI to MkIII
1st: Hal Gillis 1966 MkII
Honorable Mention: David Bishop 1965 MkII
Triumph Spitfire MkIV and 1500
1st: Joe & Sue Barile 1977 1500
2nd: Cindy Gillis 1980 1500
3rd: Jim Duphiney 1973 MkIV
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Showing Off
Hal Gillis’ 1966 Spitfire
MK2 engine.

Bob Totten’s 1964 Spitfire
GT racer

Cindy Gillis 1980 1500
proudly stands next to
Joe & Sue Barile’s 1977
1500
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18th Annual British Car Day
TORONTO TRIUMPH CLUB, CANADA, SEPTEMBER 16, 2001
STORY AND PHOTOS BY GREGORY HERTEL

On Sunday
September 16,
another glorious
late summer
Ontario day, the
Toronto Triumph
Club hosted its
18th Annual
British Car Day.
This event,
which is the
largest annual
gathering of
British cars in
Canada, saw over 960 British cars of all makes,
models and eras on the show field which was located at Bronte Creek Provincial Park in Oakville,
about 35 km west of Toronto.
The honoured marque for this year's event was
the E-Type Jaguar which was introduced to the
public forty years ago. Over 60 E-Types of all three
series adorned the centre area of the main show
field drawing much attention from the thousands of
British car enthusiasts who attended the event.
On the Spitfire field, more than 60 models,
mostly Mk 1V's and 1500's shone like bright jewels
in the warm sunlight. Of interest among the many
models was a customized green Mk 1V with no
door handles and lowered suspension, a neon
magenta Mk 1V, a gorgeously restored black Mk 1
with red interior and rough, but highly original silver GT6 Mk 1. As always, the Spitfire owners in
attendance were keenly interested in each other's
cars and spent most of the day sharing technical
tips or telling stories from their adventures with
Spitfires.
On the Sprite
And the Winners are...
and Midget field,
Triumph Spitfire 1962 to 1973
a dozen pristine
1st: Richard Robbs, 1971 Triumph Spitfire MkIV
Frogeyes and
2nd: Kevin & Heidi Buss, 1968 Triumph Spitfire Mk3
almost 20
3rd: Kim Anderson, 1969 Triumph Spitfire Mk3
Spridgets and
Triumph Spitfire 1974 to 1981
Midgets shone
1st: Chris & Gayle Taylor, 1975 Triumph Spitfire 1500
like jewels in the
2nd: Vic Whitmore, 1976 Triumph Spitfire 1500
warm sunlight.
3rd: Grant and Cheryl Buss, 1978 Triumph Spitfire 1500
What was unique
Triumph GT6 1966 to 1973
about this year's
1st: David Wolfe, 1973 Triumph GT6 Mk3
assembly of
2nd: Robert and Nanette Sgaman, 1972 Triumph GT6 Mk3
Sprites,
3rd: Robert & Joanne Kidd, 1970 Triumph GT6
Spridgets and
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Midgets, was how so many of them had been
restored to original, if not better, condition. The
Sprites especially gleamed with pride and glowed
with mechanical confidence. The judging in this
category was indeed difficult, and those who won,
beat out some very stiff competition.
This year’s event included a most touching
moment as the organizers turned off the recorded
music on the p.a. at 12 noon and asked everyone to
stop what they were doing. The three or four thousand people who were on the show field at the
time, stood perfectly still as a bagpipe version of
“Amazing Grace” was played over the p.a. system.
There was then a minute of silence to honour those
who had lost their lives on September 11th. No one
moved or said a word. Everyone was absolutely
still. Men took off their hats and many people
dabbed their eyes with tissues. After the minute of
silence was over, as people began looking at the
cars again, "Yesterday" by the Beatles was played.
Taking a moment's pause such as this was only a
small part of the days's event, but it was indeed
most fitting and especially moving for those British
car owners who had travelled to the event from
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania or New York states.
As this year's event is now successful memory,
it will soon be time for the Toronto Triumph Club
to start preparing for next year's event. If they happen to be looking for a model to be next year's honoured marque, a model which will be celebrating
the 40th anniversary of its introduction in 2002,
maybe they should consider a well-known British
sportscar whose original prototype was nicknamed
"The Bomb". Any guesses what this car was called
when it went into production? ■

Showing Off

WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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Showing Off

Arvada British Car Show
ROCKY MOUNTAIN TRIUMPH CLUB, ARVADA, COLORADO, SEPTEMBER 16, 2001
PHOTOS BY RIC GIBSON
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Showing Off

British Wings and Wheels
SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA, SEPTEMBER 30, 2001
STORY AND PHOTOS BY LAURA GHARAZEDDINE

British Wings and Wheels is one of the more
unusual annual British car events in Southern
California-and a great favourite. Moss Motors sponsored the event on 30 September, at the Santa Monica
Museum of Flying, so you might find your vintage
Triumph Spitfire sitting on the “apron” next to a
WWII Supermarine Spitfire! In fact, that’s one of the
‘lures’ of this event-participants arriving in the first
two hours or so, are posed next to a WWII warbird
for a photo-op. Makes a great Christmas card!
Among his year the highlights was a 1955 HRG
that was a family heirloom and in fantastic original
condition. Also in attendance was a British Fordrather unusual to see one of these in the Southern
California British car show scene. I heard more than
one person ask, “What is it? Why is a Ford here?”
There were three Spitfires-well, only two if you
discount the Museum’s lovely Supermarine Spitfire.
Dan Rodriguez brought his lovely red-early-1500.
And Laura G. brought Nigel-all decked out in his
Supermarine Spitfire markings-complete with wheel
chocks.
There wasn’t quite as big a turnout as in past
years-the word being that people were a little worried about being at the airport. But it seemed a good
time was had by all.
Next year, though-let’s see more Southern
California Spitfires! ■

WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM

75

Showing Off

22nd San Diego British Car Day
BONSALL, CALIFORNIA, OCTOBER 7, 2001
STORY AND PHOTOS BY LAURA GHARAZEDDINE

October 7th marked the 22nd Annual San
Diego British Car Day-and what a day it was, over
400 British cars (and one Alfa Spyder !) picturesquely placed over the rolling green meadow
of Fairbrook Horse Farm in Bonsall. (North San
Diego County). For once, the MGs and Triumphs
out numbered the Minis!
Barry and Rosanne Schwartz took home the
trophy for Best Spitfire. It couldn’t have been an
easy choice as there was plenty of Spitfires to
choose from-Jeff McNeal with “Mrs. Jones”,
Penny Sternbeck and “Zsa Paw”, Rod Travis,
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“Nigel”-all the usual suspects.
Also on hand from the Triumph family was
Steve Hedke and his 1957 TR3 “Scrappy”-the
Great Race car. Anyone who thinks that LBCs are
unreliable can take a lesson from “Team Scrappy”this car has completed two National Great Raceswinning Rookie of the year in 2000 and 2nd in
Sportsman in 2001. That’s close to 8,000 miles of
time/speed/distance-and endurance!
So many fine examples of British automotives-a truly memorable day! ■

Showing Off

British Car Shows and Events
FEBRUARY

Florida, Lake Worth, Feb. 17
10th annual British Classic Car Show, Gold Coast British Sports Car Club
561-498-4656, www.goldcoastbritcar.org, saphtrix@aol.com

MARCH

Florida, Lake Helen, March 17
Spring Fling VIII, All British Car Club of Velousa Valley,
386-917-0235 or 386-789-2662
Missouri, St. Louis, March 23-24
7th annual Endurance Rally, St. Louis MG Club, 314-995-8664

APRIL

Florida, Sebring, Kenilworth Lodge, April 17
"Gathering of the Faithful", Suncoast Classic MG Car Club, 727-736-1990,
graplerboy@aol.com

MAY

New Jersey, Succasunna, Horseshoe Lake Park, May 4
M.G. Car Club Central Jersey Centre, Inc., 973-796-8116, ctregidgo@att.net
Tennessee, Nashville (Opryland Hotel), May 25
Eurofest Nashville, Nashville British Car Club and others
www.nashvilletn.org/NBCC
Worldwide, May 25-June 2
6th Annual Drive Your British Car Week

JUNE

New Jersey, Clinton, Red Mill Museum Village, June 2
4th Annual Britfest, Moss & MG Driver's Club of North America, 908-713-6251
or mgdriversclub.net

Ohio, Mid Ohio Race Track, June 13-16, 2002
50th Anniversary of Triumph, Sports Car Vintage Racing Association
www.fot-racing.com/joeintro2002.htm

JULY

Minnesota, Redwing, July 16-19
Red Wing 2002, Minnesota Triumphs & Vintage Triumph Register
www.vtr2002.org

AUGUST

Washington, Westport, August 9-11
22nd Annual Northwest All Triumph Drive In, Tyee Triumph Club,
www.tyeetriumph.org, 206-622-3849
New Jersey, Princeton, Princeton Marriott, August 14-18
Austin Healey Encounter, New Jersey Austin Healey Sports and Touring Club
www.austin-healey-stc.org
Oregon, Portland, Aug. 30-Sept. 1
26th Annual All British Field Meet, 503-668-4073
www.abfm-pdx.com

SEPTEMBER

Vermont, Stowe, Sept. 19-22
The British Invasion of Stowe, mgaetano@maainc.com

OCTOBER

Massachusetts, Falmouth, October 12-14
Classic British Legends Weekend, Cape Cod British Car Club, ktnkt@cape.com
North Carolina, Spartinburg, October 18-20
5th Annual "Gathering", MG Driver's Club of North America, 908-713-6251,
mgdriversclub.net

We need your
2002 events
especially
European
events!
If you would like your
event listed here and on the
TriumphSpitfire.com website,
write to us at
Spitfire Magazine,
P.O. Box 30806,
Knoxville, TN 37930 USA
or post it online at
www.TriumphSpitfire.com

Join the oldest and largest
all-Triumph Club
in North America

The Club for All Triumphs
• Meetings Each Month
• Magazine
• Newsletter
• Discounts from 70 Firms
• Valuations

• Spares Service
• Shows
• Motor Insurance
• Technical Advice
• Modest Fees

Membership Secretary, Freepost (SWB 20389)
Christchurch BH 234ZZ, Tel/Fax: 01425 274193
website: www.club.triumph.org.uk
email: enquiries@club.triumph.org.uk

VTR Members enjoy:
• Free classified advertising
• Free technical advice
• Membership card and decal
• Discounts on books and regalia
• Four issues of our award-winning magazine
and six issues of our newsletter
• Access to classic car insurance
Join today: $25 US, $30 Canada, $35 elsewhere (US funds only)

The Vintage Triumph Register
Dept. SG6 Membership
PO Box 655, Howell, Michigan 48844-0655
For more info, send a SASE or visit:

www.vtr.org

WWW.TRIUMPHSPITFIRE.COM
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Marketplace

1978 spitfire , stored under fitted cover since 1989. some lower rust damage. as is $1000. lee 1962 and 64 Spitfire’s The 1962 is blue it is in really good shap we have both hard ans soft
w. lovstad, marshall, il, 217 826-2097 llovstad@hotmail.com
top’s for it. the red one is a part’s car but is mostly there. We will sell both of them for five thousand dollars. Have to let go because of health problem’s. you can call us at any time. Ask for Carl.
1976 Spitfire 1500 with new battery, soft top and tires, rebuilt engine and transmission, hard Carl Tallman, Belgrade, M.T, 406-388-6050, Mortorheadtom@aol.com
top, spare powder-coated wheels, many spare parts (rear end, etc.), 42,700 original miles. Jade
For more cars, parts, etc. for sale, visit TriumphSpitfire.com Green original paint, tan and black interior. $5,000 (appraised for higher). Great Christmas present 1978 1500 Spitfire. Project car never started. Car runs. Some rust in floor pannels. Rest of car
for someone special (or yourself!)!!
body good shape. Extra block, heads, crank, carbs & extras. $1,500 OBO I can e-mail you pictures
CARS FOR SALE-USA
Evansville, (Southwestern) (812) 401-7915 LibertyFirst@sigecom.net
if you would like. R Anderson, Simi Valley, CA, richss1@hotmail.com
1980 spitfire 1500. 22,000 miles. no rust. extremely clean body, frame. gauges work except
gas (have part to fix).paint original except passenger door. convertible roof, cover,hardtop original. Gorgeous ‘72 TRIUMPH GT6 MK3, Original color (laurel green)/ less than 100,000 miles/ Nice 1978 Spit. with overdrive and fiberglass hardtop. Straight body and no rust. Paint worn
koni gas adjustable shocks. new exhaust/header. mallory coil/distributor. aftermarket carburator. passed MO state emissions and inspection/ very well maintained/new tires/$5500 -photos eand seats have covers but need eventual recovering. Many new parts. Compression w/in 10 psi on
new yokohama tires. clutch/tranny very good. boxes of x-tra parts such as: bf goodrich road course mailed on request. Brenda Gilliamm Chesterfield, MO, 636-536-1272 bgillus2@netscape.net
all cylinders. Red w/Bisquit interior. New Stereo/CD and speakers. Runs very well. New tires.
tires mounted on pana sport rims, carburators, 4:11 posi rear end, a more detailed parts list and
Recently passed CA smog with no problems. Very cool stock/custom oak luggage rack. $2,800 obo.
pictures e-mailed if requested. The car is a great runner and alot of fun to drive.
1971 Red Spitfire Convertible with hardtop, very nice condition. Bought in 1998, previous
Ken Pogue, Sacramento, California, kjp4567@aol.com
Dan Walters, Pennsylvania, dan.walters@verizon.net
owner stored for over 2 years, was going to restore to original, but built a house instead. Paid
$3400, Put in about $600, Will take Buying price or best offer.
1976 TRIUMPH SPITFIRE 1500 WEBER DOWNDRAFT CARB, HEADER, NEW CLUTCH KIT, FUEL Kenneth Withrow, Taylorville, Illinois 217-824-5834 kwithrow@ctitech.com
PUMP, TIE RODS, ALSO HAVE NEW FLOORS, INNER AND OUTTER ROCKER PANELS, CONVERTIBLE
TOP MANY EXTRAS MUST SELL BUYING A HOUSE ASKING $1500.00
1979 Triumph Spitfire 37,000 miles, garage stored, no rust, hard and soft tops, brown with
POOKIETRM@AOL.COM
tan interior $3,950 Mark Vinstra, Clarkston, MI 48346 markvinstra@netzero.net
Good running spitfires I have a ‘77 &’78 avail for you. they are better than most. ‘78:
orange, lucas electr. ign., weber carb., wire wheels, newer soft top. 80% finished restoration.
‘77:all stock, has smog equip., blinker wiring problem, spraycan blue over orig. blue both:need
new tires & batteries, and a good home. mike vogler, 210 767 9308, mvogler@hotpop.com

SPITFIRE 1500: needs to be restored, I have a siptfire for sale need to be restored. was salvaged
for father but he dosent want it **brings back memories of younger days that were bad*** thought
it would be a father son project but didnt work out not sure whats missing i know the block is broken and may need new paint baby blue year 78 wanna sale quick asking $1200 will take $950
paid $1500 you pick up will not scrap for parts call me after 1:00 pm california time ask for
michael jr, mike, san leandro, ca , (510)483-3343, clue_giver@hotmail.com

1974 Spitfire 1500, Very good condition: mechanical(under 90 kmiles), top, body. Interior partially restored (needs door panels and dash work). $4000 or reasonable offer considered.
63-70 SPITFIRES WANTED ANY CONDITION considered, Clean out that storage space - Get rid
Rick Adams, Houston, Texas, rickadam1950@yahoo.com
of that old Spitfire. We transport. We restore.
John 865-690-0522, John@TriumphSpitfire.com
1978 Powder Blue, Very Nice, good condition, looks & runs very well, new paint, good conv
1969 Triumph Spitfire, Needs very little work, lots of accessories, drivable,standard, rag and top. Garaged 12 years but well maintained(driven on nice weekends). Tires, clutch, hydraulics,
CARS FOR SALE-CANADA
hard top available. Rick Boyer, West Virginia 304-748-6556, Littlebitagizmo@cs.com
GT6: 1973 GT6 MK3, Very nice car , 80,000 org miles fairly new interior, tranny, exhaust
brakes, fuel pump, etc. have less than 10K on them. email for photo. Come and see it. Asking
$3100 Tim Wissmann, Kansas City, Missouri (816) 505-1578 twissmann@riversedgestudio.com Stored inside, A must sell. 604-485-2066 or mail rovers@shaw.ca 3000obo
Mk2: 1963 Race car and street car, 2 cars. Substancial 1960’s SCCA race history.
Jamie Woods, Powell River, B.C. rovers@shaw.ca
Numerous National wins including President’s Cup National at Marlboro Md. All original. Numerous 69 Spitfire, Very nice condition. New top, interior, tires. Rebuilt transmission. Comes with addispares including 34k mile parts car. Both disassembled, frames cleaned and painted, then stored tional engine and trans. $4,200 Lon Beale, Lancaster, California, xwest@ccis.com
1976 Spitfire 1500. A must see , pro built engine hardly even broken in, 57000 org miles,
untouched indoors last 30 years. Very rare oppertunity. $10k or best offer. Martin Burk, Silver
summer driven only, stored in heated garage the rest of the time, new tires and farly new top ,
Spring, Md. acrxguy@hotmail.com
1974 Spitfire 1500, Duel Webbers, Overdrive, White Exterior with Black Interior. Currently not comes with parts car.3500.00 obo must sell. Jamie Woods, Powell River, B.C. rovers@shaw.ca
running due to electrical problems. E-Mail for more information. Pics available. $1200 OBO
1978 Spitfire $4500, Lost indoor storage for car. Not running. Bad engine. Stored inside last 5 Chip Harper, Nampa, Idaho, cjharper@MCMS.com
1972 GT6 MkIII for sale.Excellent condition. Rebuilt engine etc... with very low miles. No rust
years. Have complete used spare engine as well as all new parts still in boxes. Car is in very good
and fresh paint - blue with white racing stripes! Absolutely gorgeous! $10000.00 Canadian or best
condition. 84k miles. New soft top & tonneau (never installed). Original factory steel hardtop.
offer. Evan Mounsey, Calgary, Alberta, evan@eposer.com
White 1980 Spitfire 1500 with 28K original miles & ZERO rust. Spent most of its life in a
Burgandy with tan interior. Martin Burk, Silver Spring, Md. acrxguy@hotmail.com
garage. Car has been in AZ since new: ZERO rust (I can jack it up & photo every inch). Runs great.
97% restored. You could finish it easily. I am currently finishing a beautiful custom mahogany dash Triumph Spitfire-1970 2-door convertible- Manufacture-British Leyland Appraised at $6300
1970 spit. for sale, in great condition engine and body. New exhaust, tune up, and tires. Only for it. I can email pics (also: if you would like to see something specific, simply email me). I’m ask- c/w Appraisal Sacrifice for $3500 or b/o
needs work if you are meticulous about interior appearance.
ing $4600 obo. Would like to sell soon (got my eye on a MKII) so the first offer I like takes her. N. Menzies, Gravenhurst, Ontario 1-705-687-9103, nancym@muskoka.com
David Heiblim, PA, beardyouno@hotmail.com
Eddie Schaeffer, Tucson, AZ, 520-628-8026 schaeffe@email.arizona.edu

Bob’s
British
Cars

British Marque Embroidered Clothing

Small Repairs to Complete Restorations
High Performance Modifications
Pick Up and Delivery Available
Bob Palmer
(330) 274-0017
email: triumphbob@aol.com

P.O. Box 597
Hiram, OH 44234

Parts, manuals, clothing...
everything for the
British Car Enthusiast!

Fourth Gear Ltd.
1009 Whitney Springs Court
Holly Springs, NC 27540
www.fourth-gear-ltd.com

919-656-8759
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Look for us a British car show near you!

Subscribe to our other British Marque magazines
only

$1295

Visit

per title
per year

www.BritishToolbox.com
or call 865-690-1737
Midget & Sprite
Magazine
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B+
Magazine

800-487-3333

www.mg-midget.com

mossmotors.com

Free Catalogs & Quarterly Magazines • Open 7 Days
Same Day Shipping • World’s Largest Inventory

Moss Motors, Ltd.
1-888-678-8764
www.mossmotors.com

440 Rutherford Street
P.O. Box 847
Goleta, CA 93116
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